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There are no data on which an argument 
can be justly founded against the supposition, 
that the conceptions of our Aborigines strongly 
resembled those of other barbarous nations on 
this most important subject. The people least 
indebted to nature for capacity of intellect have 
a confused idea of a Supreme Being or Spirit, 
capable of injuring or of granting them bene^ts : 
this Spirit is worshiped by some descriptions of 
savages, and odiers endeavour lo deprecate his 
mahce. 

A tribe of North American Indians was at one 
period generally said to be utterly incapable of 
comprehending the existence of a superior invisH 
ble power, from the fact of their never having . 
been known to address themselves to a Divinity, 
The matter was accurately examined into by a. 
zealous member of the English church i aiid the 
consequence was, they declared they fully believed 
the existence of a great and good Spirit,, but that 
they conceived themselves so insigni6cant and un^ 
worthy, they dared not appear before him even 

VOL ir. B as 
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as petitioners. It would be unjust and cruel to 
' ima^ne, after an examination of this and sinii- 
larefibrts of modem research, that our worthy 
but unenlightened predecessors were less capable 
of judging on their innate conceptions than the 
Egyptians, the Greeks, the Indians of North and 
South America, and the islands of the South Seas, 
blind and imperfect as these conceptions wer^. 

If we are to credit Dion Castius, who asserts, 
Jthat tbe Britons worshiped a goddess of Victory, 
Ap^Io, and Diana, we must also believe they had 
a commercial or incidental intercourse with dif- 
ferent parts of the neighbouring continent where 
Uiose imaginary deities were adored. Gildas, bow- 
ever, seems to come nearer to the truth in saying, 
their idols, or representations of spirits of light 
and darkness, were monsters more rude thap any 
natdre ever formed in her most capricious moods. 
Here we have probability to support us, and many 
idols of bubarians to illustrate those of the Bri- 
tons ; let us examine the ridiculous fancies of tf*s 
Chinese, the more polished but equally iheatd 
im^ies of the Egyptians, and the fiend-like forms 
of tbe Ottheitans ; and amoi^t them we shall 
naffitil to find correct likenesses <^ the idob (tf 
Engftad, whidi it seems impossible to suppooe 
-were constructed, as Julius Caesar represents, fior 
the purpCMe uf receiving victims, or offerings, to 
Jje burst with than. This hcH-rid idea, of coa- 
wmiog humufc b«ngs within osiers, the vicUtt 

and 
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aod the intage, is outrary ta savage customs ob 
every side, and can onty' be equalled by die folly 
of that sect of CWistians who beat and drag the 
statuea of their saints through kennels when theif 
petitions to them foil of success. 

The Druids were first mentioned by CaiuB 
Julius Caesar with respect to their religious rites 
and laws: " Their name," says Selden, " is of. 
a doubtful origioation: by no means were ihef 
so called from that Druis or Dniides we me^ 
with in Berosus; but whether they were sci 
termed from a Greek word Aguf, that signifies an 
oak, in that they performed none of their devo- 
tions without oaken leaTes, qs Pliny and those . 
that follow him are of opinion;' or from the 
•Dutch True-wise, a? Goropius Becanus will have 
■it ; or from Trutin, a wwd which with the an- 
-tient Germans signified God, as Paulus Merqia 
-quotes it out of th« Gospel of Othfied (though 
in the Angel's Salutation, in the Maguifiratt )p 
Zachari-ili's Song, and elsewhere, Trutin rather 
denotes Lord than God ; and see whetber thew 
* does not |j« somewhat of the Druid ii) th^ E)ame , ' 
of St. Truien, among the people of Vit^ iy)pie 
having ex|^oded St. Drude) ; — wbeocespever ^ey -. 
bad their names, these gvwnmen 9pipng9t tl^- 
- Gauls, aye aud the Biitons too, were tbs int^' 
preters aqd guardians of the laws," 

Tl>eir temple? and tliep- «j^irs are still ^ta^dt. 

whi«b 4o ithem honour a« ru4e 4r«hjJ:e09 ; ,t))e 

B 2 f6ra>.er 
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former are vast assemblages of rough stone, 
forming imptrfect geometrical figures, which 
certainly required no art to arrange them. But 
when we observe the enormous masses elevated 
and placed horizontally on the ends of o^ers 
standing erect, we are at a loss to conceive how 
those weights were raised, and why the means 
used to accomplish it should be the only ray of 
matured reason discoverable in their conduct. 
Their altars, sometimes formed on the summits of 
rugged mountains, are merely marked by small 
excavations in the unwrought stone; but it is 
extremely probable that both were originally in- 
closed by groves of trees, that afforded a deep 
shade, congenial to all religious rites, however 
mistaken in other particulars. In those place» 
the Druids conducted their private and public 
sacrifices, and interpreted omens ; but, for the 
sake of insulted humani^, let us not believe they 
sacrificed their fellow creatures, and prognosti- 
cated future events from inspecting their entrails : 
this last charge against them exceeds their offer- 
ings of thieves and murderers, and sacrificing of 
their prisoners. 

Collier supposes that the Grospel was not 
preached in England during the reign of Tibe- 
rius, and gives very convincing reasons for his 
opinion ; but the research on this head is very 
unsatisfactory. Gildas, in proposing to give an 
account of the antient British church, lamented 

the 
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the absolitte deficiency of recorda ; ** if there 
were any such in Britain," he observes, " thsy 
Tvere ather burnt by oar enemies, or carried be- 
yond sea by the banishment of our countrymen, 
WO' that now there was nothing of them to be 
seen," This authM- felt nearly satisfied, however, 
that the 'Christian faith was introduoed between 
the periods when A. Phuitias governed this eoui> 
try under Claudius, and the battle fought by the 
armies of Boadicea and Suetonius Paulinus ; still 
he was at a loss to discover who aCoompli^ied this 
great and important mission. Many vague con- 
jectures have appeared to illustrate the event ; 
but, as they are contradicted and others substi- 
tuted, it would be folly to pepeet them. I shall 
not attempt to follow n'ith my ctmceptions ; and 
yet it seems very possible, that aa soon as the 
doctrines of the Messiah began to obtain cre- 
dence, deputations might have been sent to every 
dependency of the Roman state secretly, by which 
means they acquired a maturity that rendered the 
operations of the government almost abortive in 
their suppression. A missionary, or. a hundred 
missionaries, might reach our isluid in safety, 
provided they kept within their own breasts (heir 
apostolic authority till the proper ppporlunity of 
declaring it to the British people. Xhat such were 
sent is corroborated by Eusebius, who particu- 
larly mentions their crossing the ocean to Eng- 
Mnd. 

How 
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. How the Drtti«k rAxiTed tbe Chmtita preach- 
«B vre are not ki6»tXisd i but it does iwit require 
^itech penctratidn to iflaagine: the priests of 
hvathcti oUviutieii, who are Mid to have been 
igbwerned by fepocious idcH ef slaughter, «du14 
jBot ftel mvcfa Maoone -or cOnfttsnon f»l- itlnov»- 
itom xfa Itheir imcticea ibd bf^ef ; eveiy artifice 
-and cveiy Bb«tiif;«in, tud perhhp e#tery species of 
T^ehjr, may liave been -merciaed on the apostolic 
' 'deputks, in tetum Ibr Ak mild argutneiits and 
teachii^ of tiieir IXvine Master ', — however, it it 
fiaiD they prevailed in the -end. 

With nfcirence *» iHfte part tafeen by the Ro- 
^Mts resident in £ngland, it has been imi^inej 
ttltft St. Paul was encouraged to vbit us by 
FiMnpoiiia <ih«cinB, mfe to A. Plautios, the 
Vieenjy of Clai^uk; Md this is supported by, 
Tacitus, who infortna us, ihat tlits lady was 
ii^rged with superstition, and tried, and ac-: 
quitted, by her husband. William of Malms- 
hary says, , that St. Stephen arrived in the tern- 
tories of the Franks ailer the dispersion of the 
disciples ; rtfiere, converting numbers of die iti- 
hi^itMitg, lie resolved to select twelye of his most 
li^pFov^ pupils to undertake the mental emanci- 
pation oftiie British. Joseph of Aiimathea ha^ 
pened to be t^ae of the number, who, witli his . 
eleven co-a^jutors, arrived in die year fig. Arvt- 
ringue, who then reigned, was rather displeased , 
with the preaching of the Christies ; but, unaUe 

to 
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to dUeover die least impropne^ in tbeur c«ikluc^ 
he gave them a sraall piece of land, wliere thc^ re- 
sided and tau^t : thus William wished his post^ 
rity to soppeae the Abbey of Glastonbary was 
almost of divine fomidation; for know, good 
raider, the site of tbet abbey was the precise 
spot where Joseph lived on the Kii^s bounty. 
Now, the unfortunate part of the bosiness is, 
that all the Italian historians concur in fomishing 
decisive reasons for discrediting the whole of ^is 
story. 

There seems to' be little doubt that a King 
reigned over a portion of England whose name 
was Lucius, and that he flourished between the 
years 160 and 300; that he was cmiverted to 
Christianity seems also to be admitted by the best 
authors, and that he solicited spiritual assistanc* 
from the sovereign Pontiff, then in possession of 
the keys of St. Peter, aj^iears from these words 
of Bede: " In the reign of Marcus Aurelius An- 
toninus, and his partner in the empire Lncius 
'Verus, when Eteutherius was bishop of Rome, 
Lncius, a British king, sent a letter to this pre- 
late, desiring his directions to make him a Chris- • 
tian. The holy bishop immediately •complied 
with this pious request; and thus the Britons 
being brought over to Christian!^, continued 
widiout warping or disturbance till the reign of 
the Emperor Dioclesitm." There is one diffi- 
eal^ occurs in comparing the various accpunts 

of 
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of this Moiiardi, whose paFticular dmninioos 
are not yet accurately asccftained ; he b said to 
have built so many churches that Httle less than 
despotic sway throughotit' England could have 
accomplished their erection; therefore, the ad- 
mission of his reigning over part of jthe isktnd 
only, entirely annihilates our belief that his hro- 
ther Kings or the Roman Viceroy would permit 
him to interfere in their jurbdictions so far as 
to build Westminster Abbey, and other churches 
in all parts of the country. Selden says, *' How- 
soever, by injury of time, the memory of this 
great and illusb-ious Prince King Lucy hafh been 
embezzled and smuggled; this, upon the credit 
of the antient writers, appears plainly, that the 
pitiful fopperies of the Pagans, and the -worship 
of their idol devils, did begin to dag, and within 
a short time would have given place to the wor- 
ship of the true God." An interval of eighty 
years occurs from the time assigned for the de- 
' cease of Lucius to the Dioclesian persecutibQ; 
during which, the Christian faith seems to have' 
rather gained than lost ground ; but that eventful 
sera at length arriving, the orders of the Emperor 
to destroy the churches were fully carried into 
effect, and numbers of the converted perished by 
the most detestable acts of cruelty. Frotn that 
moment England had its martyrs for the tnie 
religion, and tlie blood thus offered at the feet of 
the MesgiaJi .sprvfid to cenient tlie survivors toge- 
ther 
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ther in the boocfe.of commiseration as wdl as of 
fiuth. 

A more fevourable period for the .Christiana 
was produced by. thjC- accession of Constantios 
Chlorus to the sapreme commaod, who, thou^ 
he never himself adopted the new religion, his 
conduct to its fHt>fe86{^ was mild and tderairi:. 
Con^tautine the Great firmly believed in the 
existence of the true God, and. consequently did 
every thing in his poorer to promote that behef 
amongst his subjects in every direction. In hit 
reign, bishops were deputed firom the Britifji 
church to the counpi) at Aries ; but as only three 
are mentioned by our historians, it has been sup- 
posed that was the whole number then in Eng- 
land; which some authors contradict by asserdi^, 
that we had a succession of Bishops here from the 
first introduction of tiie true laith. The canons, 
amouxiting to twenty-two, framed on this occa- 
sion, became the law of the English church. A 
minute history of religion is no part of the plan 
of this work ; I shall therefore omit the various 
occurrences in the regulation of discipline, both 
with respect to the clergy and laity, and the dif* 
ferent schisms which took place, even in this ver}' 
early stage of the new religion, of which the Arian 
was most obstinate and incurable, nor was the 
Pelagian much less so. 

The custom of going on pilgrim^es might be 
traced to the period when Christianity first flou- 
rished 
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ftelud in England; The place where the ^wsttas 
Peter and Pau] were deposited after their deaths 
ii l^ no means so remote as t6 preclude pious 
pntons from visiting them, and it was perfectly 
BaCoTBl they should do so. Like all other pur- 
faits> this bind of piety became &shionable, and 
conaequently the roads hence through the cod- 
tinent to celebrated shrines were crowded for 
ages witli devotees of all sexes, ruiks, and pro- - 
feteions. The Ritoat of the times contained the 
following exhortation : ■* Also, ye shall pray for 
^I true pilgrims and palmers that have taken 
their way to Rome, to Jerusalem, to Saint Katba- 
ritie, or to Saint James, or to any other holy 
place, that God of hts grace give them time and 
tpsee well for to go and to come to the profit of 
their lives artd sonls." 

' Those whose zeal or abilities were so far de- 
ficient at later periods as to prevent them from 
crossing the Channel, had no reason to complain ; 
Hm", besides tlie shrine of St. Thomas of Canter- 
bury, we had numbers of valuable relics well 
worth visiting in ail parts of the kingdom. 

It appears, that before this lera the island had 
been subject to sudden descents from the Scots 
and Piots, who were equally injurious to the . 
Roman colonists and the British desceitdants of 
tlie Kelts, as plundering invaders and enemies to 
the rdigion pf Christ. A strange and most mis- 
taken remedy for this evil was devised by Vor- 
tigern 
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tigem- and his council, who determined to tnTitit 
tile aid of the Saxons to rescue his doininiaiu from 
the ravages of the enemy. The consequenoe wu 
iiital in the exti'eine, as they soon attemptechto 
wrtst the sovewignty of the islaiul fi?om the n»- 
tivesj in Vhidi they succeeded aftwr a kmg; and 
dreadfiU coaflict The um the tnadwrout CtX' 
mans made of their power was even more dotest- 
fdde than the origin of then- stru^le for k : thuf 
between the yvars 450 and 490, -the churches and 
enrery tind of religions estabHshmeot were de< 
striked; the priests murdered, and, in short, every 
descaption of ruin, drove the inhaUtauits for 
shdta into the most inaccessible places, where 
they could exercise their region, and wait for 
fabler times. Subsequent partial saocesies on the 
side of the British enabled them to restoR some 
of their churches, in which they were greatly en- 
eonraged by Ambrosius their leader. Little, how-" 
ever, could be done in the midit of war, particu- 
larly as the &te of battle often gave the Saxons 
an 0{^M>ituni^ of razing the Christjah temples 
to the ground. 

*' Upon the declension of pie^ and justice," 
^ys Fleta, " among the Britons, the Saxons 
being reinforced by several ret^ruits, grew too big 
for the natives, and seized the soverdgn^ of the 
island; and thus haviagthe odds ofpowerin their 
hands, diey s^t up their own Heathenism, de* 
pH^ished the Christianchnrcbes, and suppressed 
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the true worsbip as far as their dominions reached; 
And now the abomination of desolation may be 
said to have invaded the holy place : the Btitons 
are expelled their country, London sacrifices to 
Diana, and Thomey (Westminster) spaads her 
perfumes upon Apcdlo; and indeed the whole 
country is lost as to th«r ■ faith, and quite wink 
in the Heathen idolatry." iCollier; who has the 
aboTe:words-in his Ecclesiastical History, relates 
futher, that Christianity was at length driven to 
Cdmwalt, Gui^jerluid, and Wales, the only dis- 
tricts in England where tlie persecuted 'natives 
bad a foot of territory ; and that Sampson Arch- 
bishop of York fied with many of his coantry- 
men to Brittany, where a colony had' been founded 
long before throdgh nearly similar- circumstances. 
Upon a casual view of the subject, it may ap- 
pear irrelevant, to the nature of this work to dwelt 
upon the religion prevailing at successive periods ; 
a little reflection must convince the reader, that 
the fact is otherwise ; for no particular effect on 
the manners of a people can be more completely 
accomplished than by any new set of religious 
opinions. Thus, wh^i the Saxons destroyed the 
temples and forms of Christian worship, and in- 
troduced their own erroneous and absurd ideas 
of religion, the people of England who believed; 
in the true faith must of necessify have assumed.' 
a gloomy restraint, and exhibited a general ap- 
pearance of despair, united with terror and dis- 
gust; 
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gust ; the former ariBtng from the dread of theiv 
oppressors resenting eveiy omission of respet^ to 
their idols and priests, and the latter from the 
violence such respect did their feelings. It seems 
veiy certain that the priests of the Saxons did not 
possess a similar decree of power with the Druids ; 
»nd perhaps their influence in political affairs waa 
limited, though it is probable they sometimes 
assisted by advice and pn^ostications. ' As to 
the government of themselves, it may be supposed 
that th^ superintended particular districts ia cer- 
tain numbers under the direction of a chief priest 
or council. With respect to their operations in 
war, we are informed by Tacitus, the priests of 
the Deity who presided over that detestable por- 
tion of human policy, attended armies with their 
idols, and flagellated the soldiers who were remiss 
in their duty, and yet they were denied the privi- 
leges of military command in other respects. The 
priestess, on the contrary, was treated with the 
utmost attention and gallantry, and recaved every 
thing but adoration from their votaries. 

It is impossible to place much, reliance on the 
accounts transmitted to us of the doctrines of 
these sawiges. Had they in the remotest d^jree 
resembled perfect ideas of the good effects of 
moral conduct, and consequent happiness in a 
future state, the term Savages would have been 
improper. Had the Saxon and Danish priests 
originally believed in the immortality of tt» soul, 

and 
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ind rejected the doctrine c^ transmigration, and 
■edalously taught the people, would it have been 
practicable for any army of adventurers from th«! 
£ast to have been persuaded that their victorious 
leader was the' God they had lOng worshiped ? 
This Odin or Wodin might, and no doubt didj 
BupjKcss all opposition to his power, and, like 
ano^er Alexander, possibly wished to deify him-' 
self; bn;t I should incline to ihvak ^eadoration 
paid under this name was addressed to a greater 
spirit than ever inhabited the body of the chief 
in question, and resulted from a similar intuitive 
impulse experienced by all unpolished national 
which certainly do not deify their heroes. The 
Very circumstance of their having a number of 
•ubordinatg deities, and their connexion with a 
set of wild and ridiculous ideas, serves to prove, 
that their minds wandered far beyond the limits 
of this earth, and finding nothing to rest upon^ 
became confused ; in short, if Wodin, the princi- 
pal God, is thus appropriated, how are we to ap- 
propriate his inferior brethren but in the way I 
have mentioned. The Mlai^ of attempting to 
trace authentic geneak^es up to Odiji, connected 
with the reveries of the antient Saxtws, must 
therefore be evident upon the least reflection. 

The same authorities which enable us to say 
any thing <m this subject tell us, that the divini- 
ties of the Saxons were approached with prayer, 
and celebrated with songs, abouncting with adu- 
Utory 
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latoty ^ithets, and those were nstarally suited 
to the [fft^rties they affixed to their difierenC 
idols. If they did not appear to fa«our their 
wishes, they vented tlieir disa)^iiitinent fay 
throwing their weapons into the air, as if intended 
to reach and penetrate the unpro[HtioU8 being; 
at the same time tbey were by no means deficieut 
in their incitem«its fot favour by offering varions 
descriptions of animats in sacrifice, the blood of 
which was sprinkled on the people by the priests, 
who auguretl from the appearance of the entrails, 
and burnt the flesh on the altar ; captives, slaves, 
criminals, and even persons of consequence, were 
on particular and great occasions ofibred in ex-' 
piation or soHcitatioo, and copious draughts of 
extracts -from grain were swallowed in Jbonourof 
the idol. As every otlier nation under nmilar cir^ 
cumstances is known to have entertained ideas 
of the existence of good and evil spirits, the 
Stiiions had Uieir Faul, the source of injury, awt 
ujififi^rtune. 

With respect to the. visible repKaentatires <rf' 
their Gods, the most correct ideas may be formed 
from the scu^ture they have left upon the Cfam- 
tian cihur<die8 in England. Supposing their id«k 
to 1^ represented in the human sliape, we muH 
be aware that their execution of statutes was rude 
«qd uQCou^ to die greaitest extreme, even after 
th^ WCK assisted by more enlightened-cono^ 
tions than the ^i^an system suggested ; iiow, 
therefore, 
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therefore, are we to credit that they erected tem- 
ples of incredible grandeur and magnificence 
during the pret'alence of that system. Conjec- 
tures are wretched substitutes for authentic fects, 
and the feet appears clearly to be, that we have 
no authentic records to guide us with respect to 
the particular rites of their worship, or the pre- 
Bervation of a holy fire, or the celebration of the 
various religious festivals. Our best writers on 
this subject assert, that they offered cakes to their 
deities in February, which caused them to term 
this period of the year. Sol monath : in September 
they had other ceremonies, whence it was called 
Halig monath, or the holy month ; November 
was Blot month, or that for devoting slain cattle 
to the gods ; Geol or Jule was their principal feast, 
and occurred at our Christmas, in commemora- 
tion, according to Henry, of Thor; which festi- 
val, Mr. Turner conjectures to have been in ho- 
nour of the Sun. Bede says, they derived it from 
the return of that luminary ; and it, was, besides, 
the first day of their year. 

Sufficient for my purpose has been already 
offered on the Pagan state of our ancestors, 
which, though an unpleasing retrospect, is ac- 
, companied by the gratifying reflection, that 
though the British community had every reason 
to detest their successful invaders, the peasantry 
had been so completely humanized by the pre- 
cepts of Christ that the Saxons were insensibly 
prevailed 
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prevailecl upon to alter their sentiments respfectin^ 
them. The way being thus prepared, and the Head 
t)f the Church acquainted with the favoaraWfe op- 
porturiity, Augustine, a monk of Singular piety, 
was deputed to enter Britain as a missionaiy, for 
the express purpose of explaining to the Saxons 
the errors of theit idolatrous religiop; the date of 
this important event was 597 ; and, if we believe 
the histurians who have treated on the subject, 
Augustine was enabled to baptize many Converts 
the Christmas following his arrival. Ifi the year 
601, MeWitus Justus, Paulinus Ruffinianus, and 
other pious persons, arrived with supplies of vest- 
ments, church plate, books, &c. As the faith of 
the Messiah rapidly gamed ground, fl*' minds of 
the peopie Were so completely separated from their 
prtfiriotts partiality to the idob they adored tliat it 
was in <!ontemplafioa to destroy their tempfes and 
them tc^ther ; but, upon cbnsideration, i morfe 
poHtte measure was adopt^^ by removing the 
hitter, and ptfrifyii^ find consectating the former. 

Judging fi'om the foVourable ft^pearances in 
thcTdgn- of Ethelbert, it might have been sup^ 
posed the Christians had little to apprehend from 
Sny secret propensity fot Paganism ; this, how- 
evef, was not the case, for on* the succession of 
EadbaM after (SiS, they dRscoVered, that such a 
propensity not only existed, but was' likely to 
proceed fi'om the throne and the breast of the 
Ring;, throughout hk dominions; besides, they 

tiA. T$. c found 
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ibund that th$ three sons of Sebert, King of tb« 
£ast Saxons, were professed idolaters. Thes* 
unpleasant coincidences rendered it necessary to 
bend to the approaching persecution in some de- 
cree ; at the same time, every metliod was coii- 
trived to promote their views, {ind preserve theif 
faith, by the invention of visions and miraclef 
without number — artifices bettef calculated to 
make an impression upon the barbarians of th^ 
day than alt the persuasions truth and retigio^ 
suggested- 

Repeated disputes and contests followed the 
partial re-establishment of the Christian faitb, 
through the waverings of Pa^nism, tlie qhstinacy 
of opinion, and the ambition of individuals invest- 
.ed with great powers by the see of Rome ; with 
those we have nothing to do, as our object is 
merely to trace the great apd essential change? in 
the minds of the multitude, e%cte<^ by particular 
doctrines. Much of the confusion of this and 
later periods probably arose from conceding top 
mucli to the professors of jdol^try, and by refgin- 
ing some of th? ceremonies and forms of their 
mode of worship ; but the principal soprce, of evil 
to the church was the excessive digpity the prer 
lates assumed, and the luxury of their living, which 
being imitated in some measure ^y the inferiof 
clergy, invited the disapprobation and censure of 
thinking men, besides the coc^regating of piou» 
persons in abbeys and convents, where, proper^ 
accumuli^ingf 
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acciititalatm^ the tnonks either cKd or were sup- 
pdaed to practise vicefe by lib theani suited to the 
assumed sanctity of their character^. Canons 
Vcere frequently itiade for suppt«ssitig these devia- 
tions from religious propriety, but they had little 
e^ct after the moment of thdir promulgation. 

ITie introduction of paintings and statues to 
bring to immediate recollectioa the principal 
events of religion had been miscoiiceived by thq 
ignorant, who were supposed to pay their adora- 

' tions to those rather than the ubseen Divinity. 
Well-disposed persons, therefore, wished their 
femoVal ; this was opposed by others, and serious 
disputes terminated in favour of the latter. Ano- 
ther source of discord was the disposition of 
Saints' bodies, and the reprehensible custom of 
selling real relics and fktitious fragments of bones 
and garments ; in short, the audacity of the 
cler^ in the iig^regate Could only be equalled 

' by the ignorance and credulity of the multitude. 

The Protestants are unquestionably indebted to 
Wicklifte for the original liberal ideas of religion 
they have since so happily matured. This pri- 
mitive Reformef is supposed to have been thede- 
scendant of an aricient family in the North of 
England, and an equal degree of uncertainty 
exists as to the exact time of his birth ; it is as- 
certained, however, that he was a pupil a| Merton 
College, Oxford, became divinity reader there, and 
subsequently rector of Lutterworth m Lacester- 
cs shir*. 
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shire. Heciy de Knyghton, canon of Leicester, 
a contemporary and not a juxiselyte to his doc- 
tnnes, and who cannot consequently be suspected 
of partiality, said of WicklifTe, that " he was the 
most eminent doctor of divinity of those timet, 
second to none in philosophy, incomparable for 
school learning, and transcending most bo^ in 
subtil^ of science and profoundness c^ wit." 
These inherent qualitbs, and his great acquire- 
ments, produced an intense habit of thinking, 
which soon convinfed him, that the professorm 
of the Christian religion had degenerated into 
little better thui downright Pagans; and this 
conviction was in a great degree caused by dif- 
ferent writers, who pointed out particular erroni 
without comprehending those of the whole system : 
some tai^ght him the usurpations of thePcq)es upon 
the rights of Kings ; others, the baseness of Abbots 
and Monks in supporting this Supremacy. Abe- 
lard, and similar authors, gave him an insight into 
the true faith respecting the sacrament of the 
liord's Supper ; and he was instructed by Brad> 
wardin in the true nature of sole-justifying faith g 
and, above all, he obtained from the works of 
Grosseteste the idea that the Pope became, a per- 
fect Antichrist by forbidding th^ preaching of the 
Gospel. 

It cannot be imagined that a iwui, feeling a« 

*WickIifie did, could avoid attackii^ the errors and 

abuses he witnessed, both l^y preaching and 

writing ; 
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writing; and as he included die tinbition and 
avuice of the clergy, he soon became popular, 
and evai gained many eminmt persons to his (pi- 
nions, pwtlcalarly the Duke of Lancaster^ nor 
was Edward the Third his decided enemy. Hic 
prelates and beneficed diurchmen were extremely 
alarmed with this unexpected examination into 
thor tenets and conduct, but immediatdy adopted 
dedsive measures to suppress the new heresy, as 
the doctrines of the Reformer Mfere termed ; be 
was, therefore, cited to appear before the prelates 
and others at St. Paul's, to answer for diction. 
Wickhffe had the honour to receive the siq^rtof 
the Duke of Lancaster and Sir- Henry Percy, Lord 
Mar^al, who attended him into the presence of 
his censors, where they insisted he shtHitd be per- 
mitted to sit during his examination ; this being 
resisted by the Bishop of London, a warm dispute 
OGCuired, in the course of which the Duke threat- 
ened to check the pride of the British prelacy, 
and they, dreading his resentment, sufimd their 
accuser to escape for that time. 

At the commencement of the next reign, that 
of Richard the Secimd, the Popesent a bull to the 
University of Oxford, reproaching them with still 
permitting the persevering Protestant to spread 
1ms schism, and threatening Uiem with the depri- 
vation of all their privil^s and indulgences, if 
immediate steps were not taken to punish him. 
This intimation had but little tSkct, and the 
University 
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University was so w&ir satisfied with Wiokliffii^ 
thdt they were doubtful whether it would not be 
proper to reject the bull with contempt ; the 
Head of the Church had greater success with &t 
prelates, and they once hiore summoned Wickr 
liffe before them. At the instant they were pror 
ceeding to boeiness. Sir Lewis Clifford made his 
kppesu^ncn:, and, in the name of the Princess 
Joan, the King's mother, commanded them to 
desist, wbith they did, evidently through a conr 
viction thAt the temporal interest of the state was 
foirly ort his side, which was further proved by 
the peaceful death of Wickliffe in the year 1383. 

ITiis intrepid Christian had the courage to pre^ 
sent several articles of coinplaint against the 
fibttses of religion to Parliament, which, he was 
convinced, were so wdl founded and demonstrable 
that none but the interested could <^pose them. 
Btill the time had not arrived when reflection 
might conquer prejudice, or the mass of the 
people be persuaded that anathemas, unsuppotted 
by temporal authority, were but mere sounds; 
hence they submitted to the d«»sirai pronounced 
:^inst his doctrines in 138s ; but thousands b^ 
came 'Wicktiffites, and their tenets descended to 
iheir posterity, when they had the term of Loir 
lards, and underwent horrid cruelties and perser 
cutions. 

In the same year, a royal mandate was sent 
to the University of Oxford, to expel mil t£e pro- 
selytes 
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ielytes of Wiclclifle,- and to seize the copies of 
his book called Trialogtis; this was repeated in 
1395) and accompanied by an order to examine 
the work just mentioned ; which facts serve ta 
shew, that the opinions of WickHffe were obsti- 
nately maintained as far as circumstances wouM 
permit; indeed, a spirit of opposition which had 
b6en generated in the breasts of the rulers of 
England many years before a^inst the intolerable 
encroachments of the see of Rome, began at the 
period now under notice to assume a more firni 
and manly appearance, and clearly demonstrated, 
that many years couM not elapse before the man- 
ners and habits of the people would undergo a 
total change. 

In the reign of Henry IV. we find the disputes 
between the Court of England- and that of Rome, 
relating to the government of the Church, fiif 
from promising a speedy or amicable termination : 
the former, relying upon the universal dread of its 
excommunications and censures, determined not 
to relax in its pretensions ; and the latter, begin- 
ning to feel that the penalties of the Church were 
merely ideal, if temporal coilcurrence in them was 
withheld, resolVed not to recede. 

A statute had ' been made in the time of Ed- 
ward III; intended to prevent applications to 
Rome for appoihtmehts to vacant benefices, which 
itiigh^ interfere with the rights of the Cfowh^ and 
the various Patrons of them, and to prohibit the 
removal 
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removal of C4USIK fjroin ^e Bntuh eourto of law 
to the .ecclesiastical tribiinaU either here or on tlie 
continent. - Hitd these rMtrictioiu bieeo parried 
into efiect fn every ^nstai^ce, the power of the 
Fppf must have expired; but this head of the 
.^hristian church frequently contrived to counter-* 
«ct the laws in force, by securing tlie reigning king 
to his interest ; and^ having the whole body of 
the clergy witli hini] and the ftxe u^ pf their im? 
piense richei, he was frequently enabled to escape 
the provisions of such acts of Parliament as the 
good sense of that body had contrived to arrest 
his progress to despotic pway. 

The Wicklifiitesy now termed LrpUards, which 
word is supposed to be derived from Jjcflium, or 
Tares, alludipg to the light the Romanists viewe4 
them in, in the field of religion, had uot receded 
a mqment from the attack their enlightened 
teacher had commenced ; ^nd proved themselves 
9. most formidable enemy> not only to the Pope^ 
tut the dignified clei^ of their own country, 
who, foreseeing'their fate, eagerly seized t}ie adr 
yances of Hepi^ IV. to form a coalition with 
them. Thus united, th^ Monarch and the JBc- 
clesiastics became top powerful for resistance in 
the House of Conjmons, v^jch reluctantly oou- 
curied ia ail act consigning all obstjoate LoHardti 
to the flaroesi eoe cf whom, named William 

iSautr«, vraf thjB fir^t that «)[perieQC94 the efiect^ 
j^f t^if 4iabolic%I atahjte. 

The 
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The Commons, deeply regcetting the conse-^ 
quences of their own ptxxsedings, and actuated 
by a sincere desire to einanci|»te the puUic from 
their oppression, thrice addressed the King to de- 
prive the clergy of their temporalities, but with* 
. out success; nor were they more fortunate in their 
attempts to procure the repeal of the .Act de ' 
Hosreticis comhurendis. So far indeed was the 
savage Sovereign from relaxing in his Anticbria* 
tian severity, that be issued an order, dated 
March 5, 1410, for burning John Badby as a 
. heretic; and a few months after actually gave 
permission for a cardinal to obtain four English 
benefices froi^ the Pope, in defiance of the law 
of Edward III- and the repeated remonstranceg 
of the Commons on the points already mentioned, 
Henry V., Uiough he did honour to tiie nation 
hy his courage and. military talents, was by no 
fneans a fit man to succeed at the time he did. 
When a King is aware that every third person in 
his realm is attached to any particular set of opi- 
nions, it is his duty not to destroy those persons, 
but to temporise with them. Far from adopting 
^is principle of action, he permitted the Clergy 
in their first synod after his ascendii^ the throne 
to de^se means for extirpating the Lollards ; and 
as they knew the -most effectual method todo 
so was to b^n with their powerfiil patnmsj 
th^ selected Sir John Oldcaatle, then one- of 
^eI)Iy's domestics, of whom they d^nanded per* 
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tiiission to deliver him to the secular power. 
This request the King denied ; but agreed to 
aigue the point with him, which he did, and 
finding him inflexible, he consigned him to hi^ 
fete. 

In the course of his examination. Sir John 
gave the archbishops, bishops, and others, such 
fational and temperate answers as must have dis- 
armed any but farious and insatiable bigots ; such; 
however, never were humanized, and as a final 
Comment on his opinions, they declared him an 
obstinate heretic, excommunicate, and ftt only 
for th« flames, in which he certainly would have 
perished, had he not effected his eili^ape from the 
Tower, some suspect through the King's means ; 
fcr after this event the King received ihteHigence 
that Sir John had appeared in St. Giles's fieHs, 
London, at the head of 30,000 Lollartis, where 
the courageous Henry immediately advanced to 
fneet him, bnt found only eighty armed persons, 
thii^y of whom were tilled, and many of the re- 
mainder made prisoners. This was a fair oppor- 
tunity (or advancing the views of the clergy ; and 
yet the lenity of the Sovereign rendered it abor- 
tive, except iii the instance of Sir John Oldcastle, 
who, having been apprehended while Henry was 
in France, suflered death suspended by a chain 
oVer a fierce fire. 

Dreadful and detestable a« tlie feet appeared to 

tfc* Ixrfiards, the martyrdom of Oldcastle con* 

firmed 
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Irited to introduce many persons into the lower 
branch of the Legislature, who were ready opoii • 
tttiy favourable occasion to promote their views : 
such was that which offered when Henry, wishing 
to carry on his war In France, summoned Parlia- 
ment to grant hirii supplies ; those he received in 
a Way the clergy little suspected, throogh an ad- 
dress from the Commons once more inviting the 
Monarch to seize their revenues. A*are of the 
delicacy of their situation, the prelittes and abboti 
compounded for their possesskms, by resigning no 
tess than ohe hundred and ten alien priories into 
the King's hands, which saved the remainder for 
the time. 

Little worthy of notice occurred in the suc- 
ceeding reigns ; nor wouM Henry VHI. hav4 
complied with the wish of the numerous Pro- 
testants ih his dominions, had not the gratifica- 
tion of his own inordinate passions dem&nded the 
subversion of papal poi^r within his territories. 
The publie mind had been gradually enlightened 
by the discovery of printiilg ; bat the title df thfe 
Defetitter of the Faith given him by the sovereign 
Pontiff is a convincing proof, either that the doc- 
trine* of the Reformers had not produced eonVio- . 
tion with him, or that he suppressed that conVic- 
ti&n white he thought it convenient to act in 
cftribert With the Court of Rdme. Finding the 
view* of the Popt in ppposition t« hi» own wishes 
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'as he proceeded in his career of unprincipled ^- 

nnny, he formed the grand resolaticm of denying 
. his supremacy ; and hence arose alt the acts which 
constituted the subsequent pardal reformation in 
matters of religion. 

Every sincerely good man, who lived at the time 
this event happened, must have deplored that the 
eiron and abuses of the Roman church had not 
been corrected through motives of piety and true 
Christian benevolence, rather than by those both 
reprehensible and atrocious. This drcumstance 
renders it painful to relate the methods used to 
make persons' recant oaths they had solenmly 
sworn, and the distresses that thoii^ads endured, 
by the expulsion of monks and nuns from the 
totally suppressed monasteries, without noticing 
the horrible cruelties of hanging and quartering 
numbers who refused to acquiesce in commands 
intended to compel the commissibn of penury. 
Were any evidence necessary on a subject so well 
understood as the present, I -might remind the 
reader, that while this detestable King was hang- 
ing men for not acknowledging his supremacy, 
he was burning th? bones, and robbing the shrine ' 
of 'X'homBs Becket ; on the other hand, putting 
.the laws in force against heretics, and sendii^ 
Lambert to the flames for erroneous ojiinicois. 

To complete the climax of this tyrants crimes, 
AS far as relates to reli^oii, I need only refer to 
the six articles of a statute, justly called a bloody 
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one, wbidt ordained bangmg or Wrning for tSI 
those who denied the real presence in (be Socrs^ 
me»t, or maintained the necessity for adminis- 
tering it in tx>th kinds, or declared it lawful for 
priests to miffry, or to break the vow of chastity, 
that private masses- were of no service and diat 
auricular confession; was not necessary for salv*- 
tion. When we reflect how very prevalent the 
doctrines were which this statute opposed, wo 
ma^ readily conjecture the nombera who fell vic- 
tims to its provimons. Restricted and pa'^ecnted 
as the Protestants had been, th^ must have sin* 
cerely rejoiced' when death terminated the con- 
tradictory acts' of Henry VIII:, particularly as 
they had er^ thing td' hope from the known 
sentiments of *be> Ptotet!*or, bnd' his infent 
charge in their firfoiir. The -Romanists were 
jusdy alarmed at their situation, and had no 
^iier ground- for -opposing the will of the pre«- 
va^ng party, than pleading th^ bar of non-agi 
with respect to the King, and the disability of a 
Hegen^ to e^et any change in religion : these 
were r«^ected bythe government, and a visitation 
of churches was immediately decreed for the ex- 
presB purpose of abolishing any abus^ found to 
exist in them. 1^ only bishops who endea- 
voured toi previent the e^ts <^ this resolution 
were Bonner and'Gardiner. The Princess Mary, 
indeed,, wrote t9-the Govnci) in severe term^ bi|t 
that body soon cowriaced her it waa b«- duty to 
observe 
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•MnK ud obey. The first Pirli«n«iit of thi« 
r^gp evinci9d its peHept ocropUanbe With the 
vi^B of thp Protector »ttd th« young Mopvch 
by r^}ealing the laws ^in«t the Ixtltacds, that 
of the six articles, 4114 confivmin^ the •upremMCj; 
9f the latter: other acts were made which adf 
twitted the Uity to the full participation of the 
communion, gave the appointment of bishops 
to the crown, restrained the ju(wdiction of eocle- 
su^tical courts; and finally the ^wnous ohantries 
were suppatased, and their rei»enue« qefzed. 

Haying staM these particul^, I shall beg leav* 
tp Fefier the reiid^ for further inlorntation to works 
written expressly 00 th^ subject, merely observ-* 
mg, that in, due time the CouticU eonfimed the 
^rmof prayer pr9pBa¥(i'hy.th«,'PratesteatcIiergyf 
than which nope pau be moTP qublime and ex- 
(cellent. Annexed is an engranng taken fitun ^ 
vignette in wpod, a^ixed to the title of the cam- 
9ion piayer-bppk, published in 1549, reinestnittng 
the King in CoMncil, debating on its merits, which 
^ evidently beep sketehed by the hand of a per* 
fefit master. In dismissing the reign of £dv. Vh 
we cftiuiDt avoid reflecting with pl^sure, that not 
area ^ Bonner suflered for t^ligion ; at the same 
ti,aif! we must lament, that Jt«n Butchex and a 
Putchinan perialied in the Aames foe their ana- 
t^ptist opiniops, just then imported from Ger- 
niany. The contritba and reluvtaoce exhibited 
)fy the Vtiag when signiDg the warrant for the 
death 
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de^ tt^ of the former makes us Mgret Us jnwtfa tit 

the moment, and convincef us had be reached 
maturity of years his adviser* would hav« been 
disappointed. 

The death of die virtvious 4nd promising Ed; 
yrarcj at this critical period qf the chtnge in reli- 
gion Dj^urally idepress^ the hopes of the Ph>- 
testants, and ^levat^ those of the Catbolics. It 
'}$ said that Mary faithfuUy promised to preserve 
the form of worship, ^nrf not to of^xise the doc- 
trines introduce in the reign Of her brother; but 
Jier acts iipm^i^tely, dissolved the viuons of hap- 
pijiess cau^ ^y this deplaration ; and those vferc 
cMnmencfid by her placing Stephen Gardiner in 
the see of >Yi^che&ter, and conslitutifig him Lord 
High Ch^celjor, of >Yhom it will be suflicient to 
gfy, h^ postponed hi; dinner-hour, to have the 
^ti^f^ctioa of knowing that Latimer and Aidley 
y/five Qpn^umed by the Qr9 himself had kindled for 
th^m* The next defiisive step oS the Quew wm 
to (fisplace the bishops of Londpn and Dwbam* 
«Dd to appoint Bonner and Tunstall to those S9e9. 
On tb« 15th of September, Latimer and Craniwr 
j^ere condemned; and on the 1st of Qdabex, 
1553. «hp received the crov^n of the realm -r-thf 
purity oji yrhiph she immediately sullisd, by p^r 
i^aiming ^ general pardon, wUh as many ^xcepr 
t^ms in its provisions as cpmpletefjr aiuvervd her 
p.urpose8 against the Protectants. 

Thua secured in the jienitude of p9ffer> sbf 
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tven resented the honest proceedings of hei* 
judges in the courts of law ; and haring been in- 
fomied that Sir James Hales had made a decision 
violating the supremacy of the pope, she caused 
him to be imprisoned in the King's Bench, the 
Compter, and the Fleet; till, despairing of re- 
lief, this unhappy man committed suicide. A 
synod was assembled by her command, in the 
first year of her reign, which restored the Roman 
Catholic religion. On the 4th of February, 
John Rodgers was burnt ; and on the dth, Hooperj 
bishop of Worcester. On the 1 6th of October, 
1554, RiiUey and Latimer were burnt at OxfoM't 
where they had been enticed, under a preteAcc 
of arguing the absurd question of the real pre* 
mtice in the sacrament of the Lord's Supper. 

After her marriage with Philip of S^ain, she 
ventured to introduce the pope's I^te a latere 
into England; by which means his supremacy 
wa< at once established. Pole, who held this 
high office, lost no time in representing to par- 
Hament^e ounces they had committed agatnft 
tiietnM church, by the several statutes made in 
fiivour of the new religion, . requiring tbem t& 
tepeal all those acts imme<fiately : the obsequious 
lepresentatives of the nation obeyed tiie mandate^ 
declared their readlne«s to recant flieir error^ 
be^d fbr ptrdon, and were finally absolved. 
In March, 1555, Mary gave up her claim to die 
•U>ey lands seized by her fatlier ; and thus com- 
menced 
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menced the restoration of monasteries, which 
were in some instances rebuilt ; but death termi- 
nated this difficult poirtion of her plans, before 
any considerable progress had been made. It is 
barely necessary to mention, that all the married 
clergy were ejected from their benefices, previoui 
to the order for celebrating mass in every church 
throughout the kingdom. 

In concluding this sketch of the reign of the 
worthless daughter of Hen. VIII. it may be pro- 
per to add, that five bishops, twenty-one divines, 
eight lay-gentlemen, eighty-four artificers, one 
hundred husbandmen, servants, and labourers, 
twenty-six wives, twenty widows, nine young' 
females, and two in^nts, lost their lives by fire, 
exclusive of a great number of persons who pe- 
rished in prisons. Fortunately, the princess Eli- 
zabeth, heiress of the crown (herself a firm Pro- 
testant,) escaped the destruction inflicted on op- 
ponents of less consequence. Gardiner endea- 
voured, by every stratagem, to entangle the future 
queen ; but^ aware of the penalty, she eluded his 
snares ; and all that he could effect was her 
imprisonment. It .has, however, been said, a 
warrant for her execution was procured from some 
of the council, which failed through the humanity 
of Bridges, lieutenant of ihe Tower; who, la- 
menting heif sad fate, applied to Mary, and re-« 
ceived an assurance she knew nothing of the cir- 
cumstance. 

VOL, n. D ' Aubrey 
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Aubrey relates a superstitious dream, in his 
Miscellanies, which will serve to prove how very 
nearly suppressed the Protestant religion was m 
the reign of I^ilip and Mary. At that period 
there was only one congregation in London, 
which consisted of about three hundred indivi- 
duals. A person, whose name is not mentioned, 
acted as deacon, and kept a list of their names. 
One of the number, strongly allected by the situ- 
ation of himself and brethren, dreamt that a 
qiieen''s messenger apprehended the deacon, and 
seized the list. This dream was rej>eated a se- 
cond time, the same night, which induced him 
to wait on the deacoOo who rejected his dream' 
as absurd and superstitious ; bu^ the dreamer per- 
sisting, he at lertgth consented to deposit the list 
in other hatids ; Vrhich was accomplishied but a 
few hours before ia messenger actually arrested 
him. 

As the nation Had become Roman .Catholic 
thrtjugh coercion, it may well be imagined the 
rasQonty pf the ' people joined hand and heart 
with, the new government in, restoring the religion 
established in the reign of Edward VI- Asthe 
acts of parliament passed'in the time of Elizabeth 
all tended to one point, it rs useless to enter into 
particulars relating to them ; but it 'may. not be 
amiss to give the 'sentiments of the author of 
" Acta R^ia" on the frequent changes of religion 
within a short period, compared to the import- 
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itnee of the subject, as perfectly eoinckting witft 
my own. " Which soever way we turn, we can-- 
not avoid seeing what I have just now mto" 
tioned, in some of the four reigns that I have 
bfeen treating;. With regard to religion. The Pa* 
)Mta ahd FVotestants had equal reasoh to Com- 
plain of the too great poiver of the parliaments in 
the reign of Edward VI. The Papists \vere the 
OQly body that felt the inconveniences df it in the ~ 
reiga of Edward VI. The Protestants hhd their 
tafti in the .reign of Mary; and at last, in the 
reign <jf £lizabet!i, the Papists had reason to 
wish- that the members Of parliament'had'a more 
limited power. Really 'tis not very strange to 
fltid the House of ComttAme altering theii' senti- 
ments and masims, because in evety newpwlia- 
flWit there are new members, the migority of 
whom are cottltn6iily in th& court interest. But 
what is most surprising is, to find the Upper 
House (whicli is not liable to such alterations in 
its menA^s) snbject to the^me alteration id its 
tnaXims. In the four Ki^s bist mentioned, W 
find, in die space of about thirty years, the same 
iot-da (exc^ a veiy few who died in that int»' 
val) complyiAg with four successtm changes iH 
rdigion, according to the pleasure of the Kings^ 
the Qutena, wad the House of Commons. I will 
hot veatare to guess at the reason of sudh grosi 
inconstancy ; but it is certaim, fliat all these alfce- 
titions did not proceed from new light." 

D8 The 
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l^e .liititude given to the publicki'by these 
r^peatt^ Obanges in the doctrines of, reiigion aji^ 
the £brm&x>f worship, induced, and invited spe- 
culative opinions, which were inculcated .an4 
preached by their supporters^ id ev^ry p9.r,t tj 
tlie kingdom : lience arose the.varioBp ^^ts now; 
establieliedj and the animosities inseparable ftom 
the intercourse of their members. ; J[ames I. is 
said to have ascended the throne prctfessing the 
forms and laith of the Church of Epgjaud, but 
secretly entertaining sentiments more tlian Sivqus- 
ableto tlie reUgion of his mother, Mary queen 
of Scot; : ius hatred to the Puritans wasj; how- 
ever, undisguised, and .rancDrofs. , ^ i 

In ej&cting-the great wgi^ of the'chi^ifge in 
reli^on,., parliament contributed,; by , an, act ex.-, 
presuve of 1;heir,conyi{:tio))that.^he pope vrys alike 
the enemy of Go^ the queep,.,^nd tb^, ^eali^. 
This declaration, made ifi the 33d ^f £li;;a^etii, 
wai succeeded ;by ajwt^^ in'tbe.SJIt}^^- ffpe^iqg 
it, and ^ssertirjg his.j^e5f practices, to finppfe^ 
thp Christian faith. .In ;h|er_35th.JWffl theiLpr^* 
Spiritual and Tempc^Bl 9md;CqiiM|)ipiM}(|f?^lar^ 
the ^ueen thetrve aad,principfkl,8f^pp9$^q£ ^M 
just an^ rdigious caui^s agaiiA8t..i^s^rp^^> and 
this i^anc^ a^ sanctuary .fof ^ppres^ P;ot^sfia^i 
as ^«ll as a bulw^- ^gt^in^ ^PT^^ffl-. tyranny.; .pa 
|rhich,^th|ey added, an expi;«s^on of their filing 
t justseiiK:<^f the spiriti^l benefit of the true re~ 
. ligion of Ged.[d^Il^ ao^ofig them* and poss^sed 
, . ■ by 
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by the natibiil 'These were supported by many 
other acts, collaterally promoting theProtestint 
doctrines. James I, whatever might have been 
his secret inclination, found himself bound to 
declare, in 1603, that he couldnot permit the 
4%stitution of the old faith, without betraying 
himself and his conscience, England and Scot* 
land,' and the liberties of the ]>eople — who, it 
will hereafter be seen, were as fully determined 
to carry their pdint as tfie governtWCnt.- 

TTje state of the public mind was by no means 
CE^m at saty period of his reign, which may be 
collected from various theological works. The 
following quotation, from '* Horse Subsecivae, 
1620," is a case in point. Treating of detraction, 
the author observes : *f In the next place, it will 
not be amiss, 1^ way of example, to shew that 
by this means the worst causes do always set 
thems^ves off, in disgrace of the better j which 
rule will never fail. One instance I will give. 
The Separatistg, or Sanctified, us they term 
■themselves, what doctrine have Uiey more fire- 
<jifent, rthat point more ui^ed, than for the 
pro^gation (as th^ say) of the holy cause? 
First, with the Pharisee, to magnify themselves, 
and their own opinions j then, with terms unflt 
to be beard, talk of ecclesiastical functions, cere- 
mony, and government, with that disdain and 
reproach, that they graft into tlipip followers 
such an opinion against them, tljat they thiidc 

alt 
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«U of a uontrtry opintion children of perditioD, in 
the st»t« of damnation, sons of Belial, unsancti- 
fied> lewd, profane, and ungodly persons." 

It would be to me a most unprofitable and djfr- 
agree&ble purtuit to examine into tliQ grounds 
and causes of the dissensions existing at that time. 
as it would be ungenerous not to admit that all 
parties, thought themselves in the right, though 
their conduct did not always prove that they were 
so. Mrs. Htttchiosoii, in her memoirs of her 
husband, explains the extent to which laymen 
then carried their tlieological enquiries. He had 
just married the lady who wrote his life; and, 
having attained this object, he commenced " the 
study of school divinity. Having, therefore, got- 
ten into th« bouse with him an excellent scholar 
in that kind of learning, he fcH- two years made 
it the whole employment of his time. The gen-* 
tteman that assisted him. he converted to a right 
, belief in that great point of predestination ; he 
having been before of the Arminisra judgement, 
till, upon the serious examination of both prin- 
ciples, and comparing them with the Scriptares, 
Mr. Hutchinson convinced him of die truth, 
and grew so well instructed in tiiis principle th«t 
he was able to maintain it against any man- At 
that time, tliis great doctrine grew much ovt of 
fashion with the pnelat^, but was generally em^ 
braced by all religioas »nd holy persops in the 
land." 

This 



3.n.llzedbyGOOg[C 



This extract demorutrates, 4iat Mr. Hutchin- 
son was but one of very many instances in which 
all the fierce passion^ of the huipan soul might 
be put in force by ailments on points of reU- 
^ious belief. " He was able to maintain his own 
opinions against any m^n." So were others ; and, 
not finding all men complying, some zealous peo- 
ple thought themselves authorized to compel their 
opponents into acquiescence. Thus Mrs. Hut< 
cbinson proceeds to say, that the supporters of 
ithe Church of England called all persons Puri- 
tans " who discountenanced the abominations of 
jthose days," and " shewed favour to any godly, 
honest person. |ji short, i^U that crossed the 
views c^ the needy courtiers, the proud encroach- 
ing priests, the thievish projectors, the lewd nobi- 
lity and gentry ; whoever was zealous Gar God's 
glory or worship, could not enduoe Masphemous 
.<Kiths, ribhald convcrwtion, profane acofls, Sab- 
batli breach, derision of the word of God, and 
ibe like ; whoever could enducie a sermon, mo- 
dest habit ttr conversation, or any tiling good— 
■all these were P^rit^ns.* 

Such was the langua^ produced by religious 
dispute*. Can it be wondered that the opposite 
parties devested each i(d:her, and became dete^- 
inined enemies, in the reign of Charles 1. } 

Without presuming to cuter into an exajnina- 

4aon i>! the merits of the points at issue between 

Ae members of the established church and th« 

regubr 
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regular and systematic opposers of it, who were 
governed by a spirit of genuine piety, and ar- 
gued without vehemence, it may be permitted to 
state the opinion of contemporaries on those who 
used the latitude of the times to accomplish pur- 
poses decidedly temporal, under the disguise <rf 
superior sanctity and holiness. Mrs. Hutchinson 
has a philippic against them ; and I shall ^ve an 
extract from Proteus Redivivus, to the same pur- 
port. " He," says the author, '* that can per- 
suade the people, that from an old sinner he is 
become a neio man, may, under that disguise, 
cheat with greater liberty; and, by the saint's 
practice, prove it is lawful for him, as well as 
other saints, to cheat the wicked. You may know 
this sort of cattle by these marks t their words 
and their works do seldom agree. They are in- 
finitely conceited and opinionated of their own 
perfections, and condemn all others. A lie in 
their own or a brother's mouth, is truer than 

, truth itself in another man's. They suspect and 
conclude all men to be wicked but themselves. 
They begin all their mischiefs in the name of th« 
Liord ; and what is unjust in another man's case, 
is most just in theirs. They will believe none, 
but the confiding, men of their own party. 

" In a word, the world is their st^e, and th^ 

' act the devil's part thereon, in the shape of an 
angel of light — a part that has been acting, ever 

' Mnce the world begun, and will not be finished 

to 
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to the world's end. They are a people generally 
fubtle, frugal, and wary in their dealing; hf 
which, and< their lai^ pretensions to a punctual 
hones^, they have engrossed a great part of the 
nation's trade ; and, since that equivocation is as 
common to them as oaths and curses to a losing 
^mester, he that deals with them has need of 
more eyes than poets bestow on Ai^t ; for they 
outwit a Genoese for subdety, and an Amster- 
dam Jew may serve as their apprentice, and by 
their crafty trading can teach him how to make 
his best advantage. For self is the centre where- 
unto the lines of all their actions tend ; and; liks 
atn hedge>h<^, wrapped up in his own warm 
down, turns out bristles to all the world be-' 
sides." 

" lliese are a parcel of fellows, who beat more 
on the cushion than the text, and make the pul- 
pit groan more than the hearers. Thus otherwise 
exprewed: 

*' Sans compliment, the precious man begins, 
The suffring pulpit groans for Israel's sins ; 
Sins which in number many though they be. 
And cryirtg ones, are yet less loud tlian he. 
Half melted, but more out of breath, he cries, 
Not knowing what to say, he wipes his eyes." 

Owen Feltham, esq. the author of Resolves, 

Bhrine, Moral, and Political (the eighth edition 

of which was published in 1661), speaks of the 

Puritans 
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l^irit^na in, these tenns, tf^ieh yffre tqmny cal- 
cMlated to reprove and compliment them : " I 
@1k1/ he observCB, " m^^ny that are called Pmi- 
taas, yet few or -none that will own the name t 
w^bereof the reason is this — that it is, for the 
inost p^rt, held a name of ipfamy ; and i» so new, 
that it ha^ scarcely yet obtained a d^nitton": 
nw i« it an appeUatitfn derived firom (me man'i 
m»me, whose tenets we may find digested into » 
relnnfie ; whereby ire do much err in the apjHi- 
cation. It imports a kind of excellency above 
another, which man (being con^cioQs of hU own 
.^il bendings) is ashamed to assnoie to himself c 
go that, I brieve, there are men which uxntld b$ 
Puritatw, hut indeed not any that are. One will 
have him — one that lives jreligiously, and will 
not revel it in a short excess. Another, him that 
separates from our divine aasemblies. AoothAr, 
him that li'ill not swear. Absolut^y, to define 
him, is a work, I thiofc, of difficulty. Some I 
know that rejoice io the name ; but sur^ they 
be such aa letut understand it. 

'^ Methinks," lue concludes, " th« reading of 
Ecclesiastes should make a Puritan undress his ' 
brain, and lay oflf all those fanatic toys that 
gingle about his understandipg. For my own 
part, / think the world hath not better men 
than some that stpfifer under that name ; i^r with- 
all, mwe scelistique villainet. For, wheq they 
are once elated with that pride, they so conteinA 
others. 
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ofhers, that they infringe the laws of all faitinaq 
Bociety." 

Another author, whose labours for the benefit 
of the community were nearly contemporary 
with the above, gives a further insight into tbt 
)nanner and doctrines of preachers then prevai(r 
ing. The worthy Robert Burton attributes one 
cause of melancholy to the denvindations of t^w 
pulpit, founded on the misapplication and misr - 
conception of the following and similar passages 
of Scripture : *' Many are called, few are chosen.** 
** Work out your salvation with fear and trembr 
ling." " That night two shall be in a bed, one 
received, the other left." *' Strait is the way that 
leads to Heaven^ and few there be that enter 
therein." " AVliom he hatU predestinated^ he 
hath chosen." " He will have mercy on whom 
he will have raercy." — " These, and the like 
places, terrify the souls of many : election, pre~ 
deftination, reprobation, preposterously conceived^ 
offend divers, with a deal c^ foolish fH^umption, 
curiosity, needless speculation, contemplation, 
solicitude, wherein they trouble and puzzle them- 
' selves about those questions of grace, free will, 
peneverance, God's secrets : they will know more 
than is revealed by God in his word ; human ca- 
pacity, or ignorance, can apprehend/ 

The CjMhotio of die Roman church he durges 
most justly with inventing terrors, and at the 
same time lashes " our indiscreet pastors ;" many 

of 
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«rf whom were not far' in the rear, " whitst in 
their ordinary sermons they speak so much of 
ejection, predestination, reprobation ab wterno, 
subtraction of grace, prffiterition, voluntary per^ 
tnission, &c. ; by what signs and tokens they ehall 
discern and try themselves, whether they be Go<i^ 
true children elect, an shit reproirl, prccde'sti- 
Hati, he. with siich scrupulous points ; they still 
^gravate sin, thunderout God'sjudgements with- 
cut respect, intempestively rail at, and pronounce 
them iJamned in all auditories, for giving so much 
to sports and honest recreations, making every 
small fault and thing indifferent an irremissible ■ 
oflfence ; they so rent, tear, and wound men's 
consciences that they are almost mad^ artd at 
their wit's ends.** 

Peltham very forciblv illustrates the mode of 
preaching in this reign, and during the Interr^«- 
Bum: the manner, according to that author, was 
extremeTy defective, and the art of embellishment 
totally neglected. He was surprised that men 
couM preach so little, znd so long —~ so long" a 
time, and so tittle rnatter ; and he c€>uld not 
imagine why so exalted a personage as Divinity 
should be presented to the people in the " sordid 
Tags of the tongue^' He loved not, nor could the 
man of judgement admire, those " cart-rope^ 
speeches, stretched beyond the scope of. memory. 
It was the practice to complain of drovreiness A 
« sermon; but a play;, of double the length, ftttti 
' excited 



.:k«Ck">Oglc 



45 

exQited interest and curiosity. " If we saw Dii^- 
nityactedj" he contiuyes, •" the gesture and vari- 
ety would as much invigilate. Tiie atage feeds 
bffth the ear and the eye ; and, tlirough the 
latter sense, the soul drinks deeper draughts. 
The critjck adds, " A hemVd- oration will cort 
both sweat, and the rubbjng of the brain ; and 
kemb'd I wish it, not frizzled nor eUrled. He 
admin^p; the valour of some m^ that befoce 
their^studies dare ascend the pulpit^ and do tl)a« 
take,mpre pains tlian they have done in .their 
library. But having done this, I wonder not 
that , they there spend sometimes tia-ee hours but 
to MT^ry tlie people jii^o sleep : and this makes 
sopie,.fl\ich/«|>(|it'e ^v^nes, that, hke icowanj^ 
theyi f iip^away fi^otp their. (£xL" ■ , ■ ; 

( I have be,en assi^retf, bj;:a Divine of undoUbtel 
veracity, that he has seen large books of notes in 
shorl; haud^iwrittenduring thesedezing sermoat; 
servirig the doubly, purpose of keeping the wrifEt- 
awjJce, apd preserving accidental obs^rvatioDs cf 
superior excellence, which have descended to die 
present j^ssessors frqp. cpiitemporaries of, the 
above pre^cliers^. ■_'. i ,■ ■ , 

Several minisl^rs &j^ thus described, by a^^ienjA 
of Mr. Ralph Robinson's, in his elegiac strains 
upon that gentleman's. death. The lines ar^, to 
be found Jn,Clark'sJL^jes,, . ,„ . ■,.,,■ 

" God's gifts are various : some for I^rning call. 
As Aiiakims, great Scliolars^ and that's all; 

No 
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No Preachers, sotne in preaching quiclt, deep, fall. 
Lively, and piercing } in prayer coot, fiat, dnlL 
Sotne have the keys of knowledge, sonre the key* 
Of hearts and Heaven too ] with great skill and 

easfc 
They open all : these "are men, men of God, 
Aa erst Eliah, or Moses with'his rod. 
Such was our Bohinson, a man of skill, 
"To open God's whole counsel, and his will; 
He epen'd hearts by preaching, and by prayer ' 
He open'd Heaven ; there gainM he first God^ 

ear, 
His favout next, then heart, his presence hoW j ' 
Glory from grace, grace doth from prayer flow. ' 
Moses grows Mat, when Hur and Aaron hiVi 
Him on both hands, dien Amelech prevaiPd. ' 
l/>ndon grows feint, since two Junes have pull'd 

down 
Two ptttyihg pillars, chief jewels in her crown. 
Whittafoer'S gone, and Robinson gone ; how, 
How arelhe mighty fell'n, and we brought hw\ 
The one ^Elijah was, Elisha th' other. 
He a grave father was, this a dear brother. ' 
Two Marys * widows left, Bamsby the Itet 
Vear'a June remembers, Woolnoth June now 

past. ' 

But Bamsby hath a Whittaker agetin, 
Another Robinson may Woolnoth gain.** 

* Atary Magdalen, Bennoiulse; ; Mary Woobiotb. 

Now 
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Now 1 am upon this subject, it may ftot be 
improper to give a few further illustrations of the 
hivock made upon the senses by a misconception 
of the Scriptures, in supposing them rather m 
many engines of terror than persuasives directed 
io the Vicion* ; as I believe myself tolerably safe 
in saying, all the denunciations they contain are 
aimed solely at the incorrigibly wicked, I shall , 
make no comments on the precedihg quotations j 
neither do I wish to be understood to offer the 
following for any other purpose than to illustrate' 
the manners and prejudice of the metropolis, 
under this head. Thomas Peacock, B. D. called 
himself " a damnable wretch,"* declaring he liarf 
often .eaten like a beast; and. that, in his visita- 
tion, he saw before his '''face those dishes of 
meat wherewith he clogged Jiis' stomach." Dur- 
ing tbip fif of despondency which liad prompted 
the above expressions, he said he could not put 
his trust in Obd ". niore tiiati a' horSe,'^ ^r ^esireii 
more to believe " tijau a hojse-shoe. Hebe- 
came reconciled priricipatly ihroi^gh the exertions 
of Dr. Aiery arid Mr. Dod, beseeching "ttie IH- 
vinity that he might taste "one dram" of his 
gi^ce. The strange "publication whenc^ these 
seiitences were extracted appeared .it^ 1646, afld 
was called — ^^" The" last Conflicts and Death' of 
Mr. Thomas Peacock." 

" Richard Rothwell, that bold divinfe, that 
often encountered the devil with a courage extra- 
ordinary,'' 
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Mdinaiy^" as Mt. Turner expresses it, waa yet 
strangely " buffeted and handled by him," 
tempting him strongly to blaspheme. Mr. Ti- 
mothy Rogers underwent many of the pangs 
previously mentioned; and, at the same time, he 
forcibly exposes the mischievous tendency of 
dreading the Author of all things as a tyrant, 
inexorable and implacable. " 1 dare not (says 
the mourning person) look up to heaven, for there 
I see how great a God I have against me ; I dare 
not look into his word, for there I see all his 
threats, as so many .barbed arrows, to strike me 
to the heart t I dare not look into the grave, be- 
cause thence I am like to have a doleful resur- 
rection." 

That these fancies originated from the inces- 
sant reading of the Scriptures, at all times and 
on all occasions, will appear from the circum- 
rtance, that they found their way into the House 
of Commons ; where one member, particularly, 
was in the constant habit of consulting them 
upon every political question, as we are informed 
by. Turner,. in his "Remarkable Provideiyips-" 
Nathaniel, the brother of the celebrated Cotton 
Mather, was daily " digging in tlie sacred mines.'* 
John Machia was so wedded to them, that he 
fell into a habit of recording his last thoughts 
on sleeping, and on the first moment of his 
waking, and -usually they were some *' precious 
Scripture" or other. He did constantly, in a 
morning 
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endeavour to diffuse into his heart, ever unTFilling 
to leave it, till he had sucked some virtue from it. 
He was "chewing" by meditation the 119th 
Psalm, at the time of his sickness, daily " squeez- 
ing" the virtue of oner verse thereof'itito his souli 
as ap[>ears by his diary. Do not, for 'yoiir lives 
(says the Rev. Mr. Bui^esa, in his^rmori, in the 
hst morning exercise), ever neglect reading the 
Scriptures ; take some portion of God's word, a^ 
daily as you eat of his bread. Tis very honour- 
ably that I do remember a poor soul, who some- 
times burned the thatch of her house, to read her 
Bible by the light of it." 

Latimer made the best possible use of the Nev* 
Testament, when he sent it to Henrj* VIII. for 
a New Y«ar's gift, accompanied by this inscrip- 
tion : ** Marriage is honourable among all men, 
and the bed undefiled; but whoremongers and 
adulterers God will judge.'* The quotation was 
appropriate, and more pointed than a sermon of 
an hundred pages could have been ; and the rea- 
son is obvious— a man of sense and discrimination 
made the selection. 

Unfortunately, not one-tenth of the readers of 
the Old and New Testaments are sensible of their 
precise ' situation : they resemble the person, 
slightly indisposed, who looks for remedies in 
Buehan's Family Medicinfe — confuseil, He feels 
all his symptoms correspond with those in thi 

VOL. u. ^ ^'°^'^ * 
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book ; and he preacribes^ till he kills himself. H« 
tiat has first attuned a correct mode of think- 
ing, may read the Scriptures with incredible ad- 
vantage to his future life; but the beautiful 
imagery of the East, and the peculiar situation 
of those to whom th^ were primarily addressed, 
must be well luderstood, to prevent the errors 
we have jiist cited. We cannot suppose that the 
persons whose despair is quoted, had committed 
crimes commensurate with their exclamations — 
quite the reverse. 

The extreme length of sermons was most re- 
markable at this- period: how the voice or the 
mind were brought to bear such exertion, is inex- 
plicable to a modern auditor ; but the strong en- 
thusiasm of the times affords a solution, as both , 
the pteacher aod the hearer thought a fiill exer- 
tion of the faculties constantly necessary to attain 
perfection in reli^on. " A Perfect Journal of 
the Daily Proceedings and Transactions in that 
memorable Parliament, b^un at Westminster, 
Novembers, 1640," enables me to give an au- 
thentic illustraticm of this trait of the age. 

'* November, 17th day. Tuesday was the fatt 
day, which was k^ piously and devoutly. Dj^. 
Burgess and Master Marshall preached beibre the 
House of Cpmnjooa, at ietut seven hours betwixt 
them, upon Jerem. 1. 5. and S Chron. ii. 3. 
Before the Lords of the Upper Houae preached 
the bishop of Carlisle, upon Hosea ix. 7. and* 
bishop 
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buhop Morton. As the second Berrice wts in 
reading at the communion table, a psalm wu 
sung, which put by Uie serrice ; and which was, 
and is much marvelled st by men of moderate 
spiritt. Hie bishop of Lincoln was brought into 
the abbey by six lords> and did read serrice before 
the Lords." 

The bill for suppressing Prelacy, the inevitable 
consequence of the disputes and doctrines already 
noticed, was debated in the Parliament with great 
'(varmth, on Friday, June 11, 1641 ; the arguments 
commenced at seven o'clock in the morning, and 
continued till night, which, at that season of the 
year, must have been till near eleven. At lengthy 
the preamble of the bill was voted to the follow- 
ing purport: ^Tliat the government of the 
church of England, by Archbishops, Bishops, 
dieir Chancellors, and Commissaries, Deans, 
Archdeacons, and others their ecclesiastical offi- 
cers, have been found by long experience to be a 
great impediment to the perfect Reformation and 
growth of 'Religion, and very prejudicial to the 
civil government of tlie kingdom.** On this occa- 
sion, the authority of that most antient parchment 
MS copy of the Bible remaining in his Majes^s 
library at St. James's, being all written in great 
capital Greek letters, was vouched and asserted 
by Sir Simonds UEwes, in a speech delivered by 
him in the morning, by which it infallibly apt 
peareth, that the soling of Timothy the first 
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Bishop of Ephesus, and Titus the first Bishop of 
Crete, are but the bold and spurioiM additions of 
some Eastern bishop or monk to the postscripts 
of those epistles of St. Paul, at least 500 years 
after Christ. The postscripts of the said epistles 
in that antient MS., agreeing in the main with 
the Syriac Testament, are only thus : The first to 
Timothy, written from Laodicea; the second to 
Timothy, written from Laodicea ; to Titus, writ- 
ten from NicopoHs. This rare MS. was sent to 
his Majesty that now is, by Cyrillus, then Patri-' 
arch of Alexandria, in which the first letter stands 
A. for nrgoTi], and the second letter B. Ssuls'gij." 
Such was the general tendency of the ailments 
in favour of the measure which it is not neces- 
sary to examine, as the fact of the abolition is 
all that is required in a work of this nature. Un- 
der these circumstances, and to explain subse- 
quent occurrences, it may not be improper to 
give the speech of William Thomas, on which 
every class of readers will please to comment for 
themselves *. 

" I have heretofore delivered the reasons that 
induced me to yield my several votes touching 
the corruption and unsoundness of the present 
Episcopacy and church government ; so far their 
unlawfulness of their intermeddling in secular 
affairs, and using civil power ; as also the harm 

• Perfect Jouroall, 1641. 



Drn,l,zedbyGOOg[C 



53 

and nosiausness of their sitting, as members in 
the Lord's House, and Judges in that most 
honourable and highCourt: — Now, I crave leave 
to do the like in shewing the reasons of my vote 
concerning Deans, and their office : I say, that 
my opinion then was, and now is, that as the 
office is unnecessary, themselves useless, so'the 
subsistence of the one', and continuance of the 
other, needless; nay, rather is I will declare, most 
hurtfall ; therefore may be easily spared ; nay, 
rather ought to be abolished : my reasons are 
these, thatithe oAice of Deans doth neither tend 
or conduce, as some have alledged, to the honour 
of God, the propagation of piety, the advance- 
ment of learning or benefit of the common weal ; 
but i contra, that they occasion the dishonour 
and disservice of Giod, the hindrance, if not de- 
struction, of piety, the Suppression and discou- 
ragement of learning and learned men, and the 
detriment and prejudice of church and cotninon 
weal ; this, I conceive, I shall make most appa- 
rent, if time and your patience will permit But 
first, I humbly crave leave, and I think it will 
not h^ impertinent, to declare what Deans were 
originally in their first birth ; secondly, what in 
their increase and further growth; and lastly, 
their present condition, being at their full^ and^ 
as ] think, at dietr final period. ' 

** As to their original, it is not to be d^ied 
but theajBelveB irad office are of great antiqili^, 

St. 
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St. Augustine decHnng both ; but I do not say 
that it is an anlient ofiicq in the church, but what 
officers I)ean& then were, be {leased to hear 
from St Augustine's own delivery in his book De 
moribus Ecctesice Catholicce ; if that book, as 
also that of 3^mackorum be his, which Erasmus 
, and others have doubted. • The monks,' saith he, 
* for their maTe- retiredfiess and better contem- 
plation, appointed officers, which they called 
jpecanM; the office of them, and why they were 
so called, he delivcreth in these words, as near as 
f. can remember : (Here this gentleman, quoted 
the passf^.) Here we see the office of D^ans 
in St. Augustine's time, antiquity sufficient, but 
not antiquity for being officers of the church ; 
therefore they do not rightly j4ead antiquity a* 
to the point now controv«'t^, the question being 
whether the office, a» now it is eiercised, be the 
Dame that it was then ; sure they shall find it not 
pnly diffierent, but in a manner qnite contrary; 
they are deceived that urgz it, but they are to 
know, that this judicious house it able to. discern 
andttisttn^ishacounterfeit face of antiquity from 
the true, and in vain do they (with the gib) 
}abour to deceive us with old sacks, old shoe^ old 
garments, old boots, and old bread~ that i& dry 
^nd mouldy,; theref<H% to no purpose, and cause* 
I — j_ .u — -1 — gg yj, jq affect novelty, and to 
: church governors and govcm- 
im men, I Qi«an Deans, were 
originally, 
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originally, we see ; how Uiey cume to be Pregt^- 
ters, and of the Ministers, and for what cause, 1 
hall hereafter declare; bat we may not think thit 
charging of us as innovators stran'ge, when air 
Christ himself had his doctrine censured as new: 
* What doctrine is this ?' saith the Jews ) Mark, i. 
1 7. We hre not then to expect that we shall escapfc 
the like censure of innovating. The servant it 
not above hi^ lord, nor the disciple above hit 
master ; and indeed so St. Paul found it, for th6 
Grecians made the same demand to him ^* Majr 
We,* say they, ' know what this hew doctrine la 
tvhertof thou speakest }' Acts, kvil. But let us 
liberare animas nostras; conscienHoe satisfacie- 
mus, nihil in famant laborentus^ consentiOmus ih 
eo quod cotwenit, non in eO quod tradituik. 

" But to return where I left, granting the nam* 
and office, we find them to be only caterers ot 
stewards, to provide food and raiment for Ui6 
monks ; whose garments, as they were not eo^tiy, 
«o was not their fere dainty, being biit bread and 
water, as witnesseth St. Jerome, Athwiasfus, The^ 
odoret, and others. And Surius in the life of 
Pachonius, written I800 years since, testifleth 
the same. To have the like employment now 1 
neither deny nor envy them. Well now, let ui 
s^ how they increased in authority, and came t6 
be accounted officers of great dignity ; then thurf, 
when fbr the austerity of their lives, and opi>- 
nion 6t their sanctity, priocn ahd others did 
bestow 
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bestow lands and revenues upon tlie monks, tlien 
" their preposits, the Deans, did partake of their 
honours and possessions, and then began the 
corruption and poisoning of them. Tunc vene- 
rum injunditum iti Decan, reltgio peper'it divi- 
tias et Jilia devoravU matrem. Answerable 
whereto is that of St. Jerome, In vitas Patrum ; 
since holy church increased in possessions, it de- 
creased in virtues ; the hke hath St. Bernard and 
many other. Thus we see that the spring that 
was clear in the barren mountains, descending 
down to the richer vallies, becomes thick and 
muddy, -and at last is swallowed by the brinish 
ocean; salsfftn per dukes imbibit J3iquor aquas. 
jput.to deliver jt in the words of an honourable 
author,: 'Timpj' saith he, * is most truly com- 
pared to a stream that cqnveyeth down fresh and 
pure water into the salt sea of corruption, which 
environeth ^11 human actions, and therefore if 9 
man shall not by his indi^stry, virtue, and polipy, 
as it were with the o^r, row ag^jnst the stream and 
inclination of .time, all institutions and ordinances, 
be they never so pure, will corrupt pnd degpoe- 
Tate; which we shall see verified ii) Deafis and 
their officers. For now being endowed with greaf 
ppssessions, it was ordained they should be chosen 
out of the Presbytery to that place ; A"* sit De- 
canum nisi Presbyter, aa I find in St., Bernard. 
Well, did they rest in this state and , condition ? 
No, they mpsit be Civil Magistrates, Cbanceltorg 
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or Keepers of the Seal, Lord Treasurers, Privy 
Counsellors ; or what have they not of lay offices, 
dignities, and titles? 1 will not trouble you with 
enumeration of particular Deans, I will only cite 
one, though, if the time permitted, I might cite 
twenty-one t aud that is a Dean of Paul's, about 
anno 1 197> who was made Lord Treasurer, whf^ 
carryii}g that office, quickly hoarded up a great 
treasure ; at last, talHfig into a deadly diseaie past 
recovery, he was exhorted by the Bishops, and, 
greet niea- to recdve the Sacrament of Christ's 
body and. blood, which he trembling at refused to 
do; whereupon the King admonished and com- 
manijedhim todo it ;.he promised him. thereupon 
to do it the next day. Being admonished to 
make .bis vvill, he commanded all to avoid the- 
room hut one scribe,, who, beginning, to write hia 
will in the accustomed forms, ' In the name of the 
Father, of the Son,' &c. The Dean perceiving it^ 
commanded him in a rage to blot it out, and these 
words only to he written : * I bequeath all my 
goods to my lord the King, my bqdy to the 
grave, and my soul to the devils ;' which being 
uttered, he gave up the ghost. The King here- 
upon commanded his earpss to be carried into a 
cart, and drowiled in the river. Good G — , what 
a change is this 1 from being humble servants to 
poor raooks, to become proud prelates, peers to 
princes. Quantwn mutati ab Hits, nunc Cigni 
gut . modo Corvi ,- they now forsake their templa 
paujpertatis. 
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paupertatiSy et templa pietatia, tariqudth noxid 
numina, and only allowed and make <4i6ice of 
templa honorU et templa fortunae. They then 
took care for the poor monastery, but now poorly 
care for the rainiatry, and to speak no less truth 
Aan fdainly, they do either just Nothing, or, 
what IB worse, nothing that is juftt. But not to 
traioe them ^rther, let us examine what their 
present office is, which n« find so honoured and 



« In the constitutions of lAtnxf VIII. and Ed- 
ward VI. thus I read, (the speaker then repeated 
the whole chapter suited to his observations,) he* 
cause be would deal fiiirly. Afterwards, in th« 
ninth chapter, I read preaching to be' part of theit 
duty; Concionem habeaf Dicanus in ectlesia 
eecthedrali singulis diebtts dominicis. Thus their 
office is declared to be these particulars following : 
To rule and order the church, and to Idok'to the 
repairs and for the decoration thereof, as is also 
elsewhere enjoined ; to preserve discipline and 
holy rites ; to be adjuments or assistants to the 
Bishops in cathedrals, as be the Archdeacons 
abroad ; part of which assistance is, as seemeth, 
io preach for them ; but the Bishops will excuse 
them that service as too painful, nay, forbid it, ai 
too dangerous. But, thbugh they will not busy 
themselves in preaching; yet have they leisure to 
be inventive and operative in poor' beggarly toyi 
and trifles, which neither hring honour to God 

nor 
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^rgood tofhecfanrchBodpeofile. Their prat- 
ing and godUy life did antiently. win the people's 
liearts to love God, and tbem as his miaiiten^ 
whom th«y received as ao^s of God, ambana- 
4f>n frota Heaven. Uumitity, |>ie^) and tn- 
diutry, hid the f<MnMbiiiim of all those ma^fl- 
.cent atiiKturaa, Agnties, titles, pl>oes, rerennes, 
•ttd fKvriiefBt, wberewith the churchmen were 
sintiently endowed; what hath, or is likely to 
waste and demolish them, is easy to conjeetarei 
King James hath delivered it in these words : . 
'The natural sickness that hadi ever troubled 
and been the decay of alt churches since the be- 
ginning of the world, hath been pride, ambition, 
and avarice; and these infirmities wrought the 
overthrow of the popish church in this country 
and div»s others ; but the reformation of religion 
in Scotland was extraordinarily wrought by God, 
though many things were inordinately done by 
such as blindly, were doing the work of God.' 
^UB &r that wise and religious prince. 

" But, lest 1 should forget a principal part of 
the office, church music, it shall hwve here the 
first place; the rather for that as I read the first 
coming in thereof was to usher Antichrist; for 
I do find in my reading that A. D. €66^ the year 
that was designed or computed for the coming of 
Antichrist, Yitalian, Bishop of Rome, broc^ht 
into the church singing of service, and the use of 
oigEuis, &c.f as we read in Plat. Bateus and 
others. 
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otUers, m the life of Vitalian ; tvho, dierefore, 
was called the Mastcal Pope; althofl^ «t that 
time there was greater occasion; the Lombards 
having entered and wasted Italy, ■ and therefore 
fastiog and praying had been more proper than 
music and melodious singing. Hereupon, saidi 
some authors, ignorance arose amtmg the people^ 
lulled as it were asleep by the confused noisee of 
many voices." This carried colour of advancing 
devotion, although it vras no. better, a^ the case 
. then stood, than the altar erected to the unknown 
God. Hereby the key of knowledge was hid: 
' When the common people understood not what 
yas sung, and the heat of zeal was exhausted in 
men of understanding, whose ears were tickled 
but hearts not touched, whilst, as St. Augustine 
complaineth of himself, so much were more 
moved by the sweetness of the sung, than by the 
s^se of the matter which was sung unto them, 
working their bane, like the deadly touchof the 
aspis, in a tickling delight, or as the'soi^ touch 
of the hyena, -.which doth infatuate and lull asleep, 
and then devouretli; if service in the Latin or 
unknown tongue, whereof the simple people un- 
derstood somewhat, was justly censured, certainly 
this manner of singing psalms and service, where- 
of the most teamed can understand nothing, is to 
be condemned. I dislike not singing,. though by- 
music of oi^ns and other instruments, but that J 
wish that which is Eung may ^ be understood ; and 
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as Justinian the Emperor commKnded all bishops 
and priests, tu celebrate prayer with a loud aod 
clear voipe, noa tacito modo, tliat the minds of 
the hearers might be stirred op with more devo- 
tion to express the praises of God, so wish I that 
service and psalms may be so read and sung, that 
they may be understood, and so edify the mind 
as well as please tlie ear. Now am I to declare, 
that this office doth neither tend to the honour of 
God, the propagation of. piety, the advancement 
of learning, or benefit of the common weal; but 
to the contrary, as I have declared, rather to the 
dishonour." 

The tendency of the speech of Mr. Thomas, 
and the approbation, Qf its arguments, will ap- 
pear in the declaration of the CommonG in I^rlia- 
ment, made Sept. gth, lff4I, in these words: 
" Whereas divers innovations in or about the 
worship of God have been lately practised in this 
kingdom, by enjoining some things and prohi- 
biting others, without warrant of law, to the great 
grievance and discontent of his Majesty's subjects. 
For the suppressing oi such innovations, and for 
preservation of the public peace, it is this day 
ordered by the Commons iu Parliament assem- 
bled, that the church-wardens of every parish 
chi'rch and chapel respectively, do forthwith re- 
move the communion-table from the East end of 
the church, chapel, or chancel, into some other 
convenient place ; and that they, take xwzy the 
"~ rails. 
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were, before the late innovations ; that all cruci- 
fixes, scandalous pictures of any one oi* more per- 
sons of the Trinity, and all images of the Vii^n 
Mary, shall be taken away and abolished, and 
that aJI tapers, candlesticks, and basins, be re- 
moved from the communion-table. 

'* That all corporal bowing at the name Jesus, 
or towards the East end of the church, chapel, 
or chancel, or towards the communion-table, be 
henceforth ibrebom. 

*' That the orders aforesaid be observed in all 
the several cathedral churches of this kingdom, 
and all the coll^ate churches or chapels in the 
two Universities, or any other part of the king- 
dom, and in the Temple churdi, and the chapels 
of the other Inns of Court, by the Deans of the 
said cathedral churches, by the Vice-Chancellor 
of the said Universities, and by the heads and 
governors of the several collies and halls afore- 
said, and by the benchers and readers in the said 
Inns of Court respectively. 

" That the Lord's day shall be duly observed 
and sanctified: all dancing, or other sports, either 
before or after divine service, be forbom and re- 
strained ; and that the preaching of God's word 
be pwmitted in the aftet^oon in the several 
churches and chapels of this kingdoti), and that 
ministers and preachers be encouraged thereunto." 

The Lords did not agne to this declaration, 
and 
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and ord^redj thftt, diviDe service should be per- 
formed as by previou» laws established-, whidi 
order had beea made originally January l6, 1640, 
and was renewed upon this occasion. Almost 
immediately after the subversion of the antient 
form of worship, Ve find the ensuing paragrajA 
in the Mercurius Aulicus : " News also came tliis 
day, that upon Sunday last the soldiers who have 
the guard of Lambeth-bouse (of late converted 
into a pnson), at the instigation of Doctor Lay* 
ton, the head jailor* and his zealous wife, braks 
into the church in time of divine service with 
their muskets charged and other weapons, where 
they tore the Common-Prayer Book in {Meces, 
puUed the surplus off die minister's back, not 
without danger to his person ; Layton scofiing 
the good peof^e at their prayers, saying, ' Make 
an end of your pottage,' the red coats following 
him up to the communion-table, with their to- 
baoco-iHpes in their mouths, and committing 
many such unspeakable outrages, to the great 
affri^tment of the people there assembled, who 
doubtless had participated of the mischief also, if 
the wat^men had not come to their rescue. Nor 
vfas this insolency composed but with , the death 
of two menj who were most barbarously murdered 
and the hurt of many ; Layton himself escaping 
wery narrowly, who was very likely to have been 
killed by tme of the watermen, had ,oot the vio- 
lence of the blow been borae off by a stander by, 

and 
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and by that accident the wretch reseired to t 
more exemplary punishment." 

Another paragraph, inserted in the sartie pObli- 
cation, June l^i relates a circumstance so detest- 
able in its nature, and disgraceful to the perpe- 
trators, that I am willing to hope it was not 
founded in feet ; of that we have no opportunity 
of judging; but if we reject everything we find 
in old periodical papers, because partisans on 
either side refuse their assent to that which bears 
against them, there is an end to all research. *' It 
was advertised from London that, upon TTiursday 
last, a party of horse was sent out of the city, who, 
in their return, marched the streets in great pomp 
and triumph; tirst, four in buff coats; next, four 
in surplices, with the book of Common-Prayer in 
their hands, singing in derision thereof, and tear- 
ing it leaf by leaf, and putting every leaf to their 
posteriors, with great scorn and laughter, to the 
exceeding just offence of all honest men : which 
I should not hastily believe, if they had not certi- 
fied it who saw it done," 

Such is said to have been the conduct of the 
Reformers of Religion. We will next turn to 
the opposite side of the question, and permit 
Anti-Aulicus to give his account of the state of 
the established church, that I may not incur ih: 
charge of partiality on a subject far beyond our 
personal knowledge. *' The Parliament, says ' 
Anti-Aulicus, (though his insolence be pleased to 

call 
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Call ihem by another mune) have iefiuiii^ tW 
clergjT' aa4 churches," he says, *' by penecutu^ 
ttie .oae, and de&cing the other.** Methinkin 
BHice he liath bo good inforlnstitm from London^ 
he cannot Init know, that the persecutiffli of the 
ministers he speaks of, were some for commoa 
drunkenness, looseness c^ life> adultery, yea, b— -^ 
aoi^e f(^ seditious and rebeUious provocations of 
the people jigainst those they have chosen t some 
because tl^y jweached popiny and superstition 
into the flexible popple's hearts ; and othen> be- 
cause they preach not at all, but, receiving the 
profits, n^lected the duties for which they were 
vUptted; 88 ii* th^ had been born only to eat> 
^iok, and play. If to punish such crimes, sp 
gently too, as coily by a removal of the 6elia^ 
quents, and taking &t>m them th$ (^portunity of 
doing ipore mischief be to persecute; thieves and ' 
mutderers, by ^ same rule, ane npt justly pu- . 
ijishcd^ but perMcute^: the aeeixea and Mntenew . 
g>i the W may a; ir«Il be called perwcutioB. 

'* And ^n for bis defbctng of churches; that 
is, in our English, their famous o^gwas at Piwl'< 
(as h^ reverently ^|U thieiji) ; a«e takea down> 
&^r ajt^rs, oruoi^es, and devout candlestiekSf 
are remevad. The <^urches in England in Ed' 
w«rd Vlth's tiane w«rQ just so de&oad wipen tbfjr 
w^re^leuifCl from the trumpery of Pt^Kay' Thctf 
sqpei^tHtioiupitituiws, glass windowsy-andaUothor 
■. . VOL. i^ F resei^* 
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tesemblfchces of and approaches to Popery, ate-ex- 
|>elled our church ; the pompous outside worship, 
pleasing only to the inconsiderate sort #f men, and 
such a.* lived by it, is discountenanced, and all 
other gayish ceremonies, which the Apostks 
neither had nor gave command for." 

I shall conclude this rough outline of the state 
of religious affairs previous to the Restoration by 
an extract from the Kingdom's Weekly Post of 
Dec. 9S, 1643, and with a second ii^m «n authoi- 
well known to the public he addressed ; at the 
same time congratulating myself on the escape I 
have accomplished firtm entering into any disr 
quisition on particular opinions, or even meri^ 
tioning those which distingui^ one sect froDl 
another. 

"Monday, Dec. 25. — This being Christmas 
day, as it is called, was a day of grand difference 
in the judgment of some ; and in the city of Lon- 
don some opened their shops j but to stop mutiny- 
ing they were shut up again ; yet do very fe* 
understand what the difference is, that is now 
^mbrated in die judgments of those who desire 
.the reformation froni Popish innovation ; but to 
^e such fardier satisfaction herein, it is die opf- . 
nion of those, that it is a <ky wherein it is very 
tit for die people of (jod to congregate in the 
'^urch to hesfr the word of God preached, but not 
"41 holiday, gt such a day as is of absolute liecessity 
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to be kept holy ; it is a day wherein it is no siii 
for a man to follow his calling in ; aiid we murt 
Hot by a popish innovation adore the day.*" 

Thomas Reeve, B. D. is ah esdmpl^ of the 
J>eculi&r bias of (he *ra we have jtist dismissed. 
This gentleman, ih his " God's plea for Nineveh,* 
gives several instances t>f the immediate efficacy 
of prayer, Which the reader will accept ih his owrt 
Words. *' The Lady Capell of Oxsted lay speech- 
less a long time, and by feHent prayer was i^ 
gtored to speech, and died irl a most ravishing 
taanner. Mr. Gale in St. John's street, dis- 
tracted and despairing, by prayer recovered his 
senses, and died calmly, peaceably, and chris- 
tianly. A gentleman in Bishop's court, in Gray's 
Inn lane, visited and assaulted by the devil, by 
prayer, within the space of three days, was deli- 
vered from that obsession. Mr. Barnes, in Foun- 
tain alley, in Holborn, having, for half a year 
almost, starch (sometimes hot, sometimes cold) 
rained through his tiled house into his kitchen, 
and nothing seen in the upper rooms or planch ■ 
ers, but only in the lower rooms, and that divera 
times under pots and other vessels, where it was 
impossible in man's apprehension that any thing 
should come, for the outsides were untouched, 
which caused an high affrightment in the hoose- 
holdersj that he and his family were ready to leave 
the house; yet by prayer, in a short time, this 
strange and unheard-of accident ceased." 

F2 The 
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The Mme pious divine, though decidedly 
tmctured by the preraiHng mode of preaching, 
' describes the state of the pubhck mind in a 
very forcible manner. " Here," he observes, 
" are many strange opinions amongst us ; men 
have left the living spring, and sipped at the 
broken cisto'ns ; they have cast away the tried 
gold, and filled their purses with nothing but 
alchemy j they have forsaken the chaste spouse, 
and gone to bed with concubines ; they are full 
of nothing but fictitious doctrines, and com- 
mentitious; every quack salver can here sell his 
balsams, and every merchant of conceptions hath 
vent for his sophisticated wares. These petty 
chapmen do svcarm up a^id down in the streets : 
this epidemical disease hath dispersed itself &r 
and nigh in the nation. According to the num- 
ber of thy cities are the number of thy gods ; 
every corporation hath 9 new brotherhood of be- 
lievers, every pul|Mt new coin coming just out of 
tljc mint, every secret meeting a secret rule of 
faith, and a separate form of worship. 

" Oh, what variety of saviours have vre! Every 
man is for his particular redeemer, his- distinct 
mt-ssenger of the covenant. Here is Christ, apd 
there is Christ. Now, who shall calm this trou- 
bled sea, raise up these ruins, new-joint these 
dislocated bones, reduce these mutineers ? There 
is nothing but one thing (which I despair ever 
almost to behold), aamely, a free general con- 
ference 
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ference to eflfect ^bis. Did not our Savioor thiu 
conftife tbe Fhamees, the Apostles, the Gentiles^ 
the Fathers of the Cfanrch, the Mamoutet, 
Manichees, Arisns, Matedonians, Nestoriant, 
Cutychiatis, Monothelites, Pelagiaiis, and all the 
dangerous heresies of their times ? Yes, humour 
reduced them, and argument redaimed them." 
. An old print of the interior of a place of wor- 
ship, -erigrayed during the interr^;num, which I 
have seen, represents the congregation covered, 
part of flie people wearing high-crowned narrow- 
brimmed hats, and others black c&ps. This is 
fofficient authority Aat such was the practice of 
die times without iVirther proof. After the Re- 
storation, external reverence was cmce mOre paid 
to the Divinity; and the clergy, in some in- 
stances at least, determined to enforce tfie Canons, 
which is confirmed by a trial that took place it) 
Feb. 1680-1. A miniister observed a person sib- 
ting during the sermon with his hat on, and sent 
the Kxton to take it off; he then preferred a com- 
plaint against the ofiender for disturbing him 
iduring the time he was preaching ;-tiie magisr 
trate, acquiescing in the spirit of die statute ex- 
pressly applying to the case, committed the man 
to prison, who brought an action egaiiist the ma- 
gistrate, and the Juty gave him ^,50 damages, 
declaring that the minister rather disturbed the 
gentleman. 
At length the last grand change tock place, by 
the 
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tba tettoration of monarchy and the cstafalii^ecl 
phurch ; which was fallowed by the general ex- 
pulsion of all miniflters who would pot popforqi 
to the renewed order of chunii discipline, We 
|eel happy in reflecting that no lives were re- 
quired, ^s the price qf tenacity .in opinion; 
thougli it is impoflsibl^ no( to lament, that sp 
many valuable men were lost to the <»Tnniunit)r, 
iif the ^^regate, by the Bartholomew Act. 

I shall now mention a few of the m^asure^ 
teken by the party in power to maintain the ' 
ascendancy of the present form of church go- 
vernment In 1666, the king decreed the bar 
nishment of' all Roman Catholic priest? an^ J^ 
:«iit8« and expressed his <]eterminatio^ to put th$ 
.^ws in force against recusants. The time limited 
for the departure of the foxmer >vas fixed for th? 
lOth of December: an exception, however* was 
pi&de for the foreign pfiests o.f (he queen mother 
and queen cot^sort. In the succeeding year, h? 
forbade all his subjects from bearing mass at the 
.chapels pf his family, and those of the apibasr 
j^ors. In March, 16^7, the Lcaidon Gazet^ 
jtated, that his Majesty, complying with the ad* 
dress of the Commons in parliament assembled, 
;^8oIved in council, " That a proclamation be 
issued, fp^' enforcing the law against Conventicles, 
.^nd for preventing the unlawful fissemblies of 
I^pists and Non-conformists ; and upon infonnar 
.(ion that divers persons, in several parts of this 
realm> 
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realm. Abusing th^ ffclAnCTCy w1neh'-!Mth hbeiC 
used te^rds pertons not' 'conforming to Ae' 
worship ajtt! ^vemment estaBlkbed in tiie Chortli' 
of England '(even Whilst ft was under'ddnst^h- 
tion to flnd out a way for the better union of fiiis' 
Protestant subjects), have' of late frequently and 
openly, in- gVeaf numbers, and to the great dis* 
turbance of the peace, held unlawful Assemblies 
and Conventicles :" he announces his intention 
of reqtniiiig all his civil officers to enfoR:e"the' 
statutes provided in this case. 

The year I669 was rtmarkable for an order to' 
the above purpose, with the ' addition that the 
magistrates 'were to proceed against the 'preacher, 
according to an act of the 17th Charled If. ftir' 
restraining Non-conformists from inhabftbig io 
corporations. ' ' 

' The following notice, published in the Lon-- 
don Gazette, June 13, 1670,' will aflforif an op- 
portunity of judging to what extent suppression 
had been carried at that time. " We aretom- 
linaodled hereby to give notice, that the places 
under named, of Ute made use of for ConventP 
cles. and unlawful Assemblies, are now, 'by' his 
Majesty's particular command in council," ap- 
pointed to be used every Lord's Day, for ,«ele- 
brating divine worship, and preaching the word 
of God, by approv^ Orthodox Ministers, diereto 
to be appoinfed by the Right Reverend Father 
in God the Lord Bishop of London ; to be^n 
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efi die Wfft IfOrd*s dii|r» tnd so to o(MitiQue.ead| 

ifOnl>d^, for th« baoeflt pf the iqlMtbitwta <tf 
tfta pui^w near u^raniu^ i«qiectiv^y, wliei» 
tlM'Iffmtli.f^tircbeB ita^ hem ccHuuqieid hy tb« 

^' In FisherVfolly, in Bjahopigate-stieet — « 
copvewent fjac^ with t'fQ gsljeries, pe^^ and 
scats, 

" Ii) Hand-ralleyj ii) Bishop^teTstreet — a }ft^ 
room, purposely built for a nfeeting-hous^, witb 
three galleries, thirty large pews, and many 
benches and.formS) know^ by the n^nie Qf Vin- 
cent's congregation. ,,. 

'' In S^. I^lichaeiviane — a large room, ^ith tv^q 
^IJeri^,. ao4> thirty-nine forms.. 

," iqJMugwell-BtreetT— Mr. IJoqlittle's meetings, 
house, built of brick, with three galleries, full of 
■Iv^. peiys ; ^d thirtyTeight large .pew^ below, 
witb locifs t^d kej^ to theip, besides benches 
and fonn?> 

"^^ CocJ;pit, in Jpwin-str^t-^a meetiogr 
house, of pne primes, many pewsj forms> aii4 

. ■ y IjiiBIackfriars-T-Mr. Wood's fneettngrhpuse ; 
four rooms, cpeniiig ipto one another, with lal^ 
tice partitions; eaol^ room ^nyeniently fitte^ 
with t>encbe8 and fornts. 

^'.Jxi Salisbury-court— four roonjs, opening, 
ii^^ oqe another, in the possession of John Foule, 
, a schoolmaster, . 

('Ill 
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<< Iat|jT««rrtr««t, within ^ofrlane—Coat Tooau, 
i^MtiDg iBtQ one aooUteiv with -seventeen pews, 
W4 ^^ h^m^xa, in the pcriBCwion of Mrs. 
Turner." 

Another ptodamMion for t^ faonishiBait of 
priests a^fwawl to 1^71 ; bnd in 1073, all Fecial) 
HfiCHMtniU) and ttiow repBtod sueh^ -wem foriiit) 
t»e.nib«); tt^paluteorparic of St James, or the 
j^ecin^tq of.Whitehall. 

A' prMtaimtioti to the fisUowii^ purpeit^ 
pearod m I678. Th4 king deckMd he had re- 
pE»«¥d.infqnn»ti(uai A«t the. Psfasts of Lamdmt 
were in the habit. oC openlj sBd^snBtaBtfyat- 
t^ding the Qu««i'^t. chapel, aAd the :fabuiei of 
tJH9.4)fier^(iLt uohawadors, to hear mau; ihat 
tt^ia(fef rafiered Eogtixh, Ifisk, and Scotch 
pri^, to officiate at) thati spedea of mmhip; 
a«4 :that 6^«)(Mb wefe preachbd there, and at 
the': chapes of their reapeotive -nations, in the 
^l^jlUflh kt^uage: Alt theoe acta i being posidvdy 
foifud b^ the statutes of the cduntiy, he reBolveA 
(bey: sbl^Mld be atrietly complied with in futare : 
Atr tbi» purpose be coffimanded^ that no other 
than^heQi^en's own and allowed servants should 
aitiwd bo- ebapel^ Careliil not to invade the pri- 
i^egw of the envojra at hia court, be did not for'* 
bid any p«-9on to enter their raaoBioiit ; but he 
oixHined that messengera of the chamber, or 
qth^r o#^ers duly appointed^ should be stationed 
in the v«ail«fl lca(bnjS to the residencea in ques- 
tion. 
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tion, where tiiey were to observe diose who en- 
tered them ; and, upon their rettim, they wete 
to apprdiend such Rs were supposed to be British 
subjects, and convey them to the next juilticeof 
the peace for examination arid punishmifcnt. Hiis 
ptroclamtltion is ccHicluded bj a vety spirited ex-' 
planation of the King's reeolntion not to violate 
the r^ts of ambassadors, and his detemrimitkm 
not to suffer them to act in exposition to the 
gDvemment of the country.' ' The archbishop of 
Canterbury, the bishop of Ix>ndori, and' the se- 
cralaries of state, were charged with the exe* 
GBtion t^ the above pFovisiohs. : 

Another mandate, tn enforce the statute c^ 
S7th BUzabeth, appeared in the next mon^/ 
which required the return of all young persons 
from foreign Roman Catholic seminaries, pro-, 
mising pardoti to those who immediately complieif;' 
_ A third, dated Feb. 6, 1678, complained that 
the various proclamations issued on this subject 
Were not enforced by many' magistrates ; - who 
were ordered to be removed by the lord chancel- 
lor, and mwe faithful officers of justice appointed' 
ih their places. 

■ On the 6th of May, 1679, a proclamation was 
published, declarii^ that, in defiance of several 
acts of parliament, and of' the proclamations pre- 
viously issued, numbers of red and reputed ftt- 
lAsts remained in London ; who were ccunmanded 
to leave the city, and all pli(ces within ten miles 

of 
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at it, fbi six; months ; and, in oider tiiat no era- 
jtioD should talce efi^t, the King revoked all li- 
cences gfaated by members of the privy coiiocilt 
at the same time requiring the civil office? of die 
4istricts widtifi that compass to enquire for and 
discover . all offenders against this ordinance 
" Prpvkkd, that notl^ii^ hereii) cont^oo^ shal} 
to cofistrued to exfiend to any pererai or -perB^ 
fvho, being^ foriperiy of the Pc^sh r^ligio^, hn/^ 
fully pouforHted to the ^'rqtestaat religio^^ in wdt 
inaqner as is by law appointed; nor, from the 
^n^ of their respective ponformit^, to suph a» 
^all hereafter in like t^nnec conform |;hei9'- 
selves." 

This an4 sia>ilar ac(stxtf:aeveri^ canted liuf 
l^tunan Catholics to ^ntef into schema, pf jdiabih 
)ical revenge. Dispovenes >rere, or were afiectef} 
to,he mad^.of ]^aps to set the city on fire; and 
(he Papists were accused of musing nine-tenths 
of.theconfli^r^tions which .occtured in; London : 
in one 09^, a positive charge was . preferred 
^ainft KJorrice Gifibrd (a priest) and others — for 
^e iippfehensioii of v^hom the king iMWd 4 
proplaQiatioq, o^eriqg a reward apd hid pardon^ 
under certain conditions usval on such occasions. 

The House of Commons having addreaaed the 
I^ing, stating tiiey had receiyed stroi:^ proofs of 
the existraice of a plot to deprive hira of his 
^roneand life, renders it every -way probaUCy 
4iat the \ti^ psA ^ecutions ip the reign of 
Charles 



:,t,:,:k« Google 



76 

Charles II. were unavoidable, and actually se* 
cored to us the blessings of a Protestant govern- 
ment, united with the last grand effort of tlie na- 
tioQ in the expulsion of his successor. 

As a further illustration of the extent to 
v^cfa the system of suppression was carried, I 
rfidl ref^ the reader to the ensuing advertise- 
meat, published March 9, l68l-3. "At the 
Hhop (^ John Bellinger, in Clifford's-ion-lBne, in 
Iheet^reet, are to be had blank warrants to chief 
constables, to give notice to tiie churchwardens, 
everseers of &e poor, and petty constables, that 
they appear, at such time and place therein t6 
be named, before the justices, and bring dl je- 
nits and seminary priests, who shall eome or be 
iMhin Aeir [Hecincts, uid the persons who AftA 
willingly receive them into their houses; and 
all Papists, and other persons, who wilfully ab- 
sent themselves from ^eir respective parish 
ehurches : And that they shall enable themselvei 
(o prove the same ^inst them, before the said 
justices, upon the oath of two witnesses. Blank 
ifrarrante -to the churchwardens, to levy ISd. a ' 
Sunday, upon the peraons therein to be named* 
who shidl not repair to some church, chapel, of 
other usual place, appointed for common prayer, 
to hear divine service, but shall forbear to hear 
"^ ~ , without any reasonable excuse to the 

Blank warrants to the constable!, 
u^s, -tytfatng-meo, cborphwardens, and 
overseers 
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ownbers of ^e poor, to levy $<■ tpwce vpem 
the person therein to be named, coavicted fiir 
' being present at ualawiiil convendclet, nwler co- 
lour or pretence of exercising Mligion in oocdur 
man^ than according to the litui;gy and practice 
of the church of Eogknd. 

Much disorder and riot attended the exertions 
of the police in this pursuit, which oecasioned 
the succeeding order : " By the ,Mayor, to the 

ALderman of the ward of . Wha«as, tlie 

last Lord's day, there were great twawlta in divan 
plaees within the city, tm ocoasion o( putti^ tke 
Jaws in execution 4gainst cottventidee and unlaw*- 
fill meetings ; for the pzeventKui theiefoie of Uw 
like for the future, these are, by advice of nj 
brethren the Aldermen, in Ihs Majes^s nam^ 
to require you, that you imipedi^ely call btfym . 
you all the constables within your ward, and adr 
moaish md strictly eiyoiu them, that hereafter 
on the Lord's day, they be constantly ready and 
•t hand to keep the peace, and suppress oil tu- 
mults and disorders (if any hereafter haj^iea to 
arise) on such occasion, and to perfonp the do^ 
incumbent upon them by act of Parliajueot ; for 
every de&ult wherein, each constal^ is by tbe 
tenor of the said act to incur the penalty of ^.5 « 
^nd to the end the said constables may be tb» 
more mindtiil of theii- duty in this pacticuUr, yo^ 
are to deliver to every of them one of ^ d^iw 
herewith sent you, and b^^f b« vety canAdL 
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<to you tender the city's peace. Given this 26ffi 
dtyof June, 1^82." 

Tliese very active and coercive measures vrere . 
still pursued at the close of the year, to entirely 
suppress the religious assemblies of Dissenters 
from the established church. As the conventi- 
cles of those were not expressly noticed in some 
official mandate issued not long before, it %V3S 
cohceived such were not to be interfered with. 
TTiis mistalie being rectified, the Lord Mayor 
iiad it in contemplation to visit them with an 
armed force ; but he received an intimation frorti 
the King, that he would govern by the civit power 
albne. In consequence, constables and magistrates 
were employed to enter meetings, disperse the 
congregations, and to take the names of persons 
present, in wder to their being prosecuted foi- 
the penalties of ^.20 for the owner bf the'house> 
^.80 for the preacheTj and 5*. each for indivi- 
duals thus leaving their parish churches. 

In the following January, the magistrates of 
Hicks's Hall published a notice, founded on an 
order of Council, calling upon them for the sup- 
pression of conventicles, declaring their having 
granted warrants to each parish officer, com- 
Branding them by naine, to enquire w'here they 
were situated, and to take the name and residence 
of ti\ who frequented thera ; which lists they were 
to return widl such particulars and dates as would 
umble the Justit^s to pursue the parties offending 
tV'Conviction. 

In 
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' til addition to the«i proceedings, it is said in 
the Loyal Protestant, that six persons, inhatntants 
of St. Martin's, Ludgate, were excommunicated 
for absenting themsdves from church ; and the 
statement is confirmed by the office records of 
Middlesex in other cases. 

At the Grcneral Quarter Sessions, held atHicksV 
hall, Oct. 14, 1681, the Magistrates of Middlesex 
resolved to put in execution the act of 17th 
Charles II. which enacts, tliat all those who 
preached in conventicles or meetings, contrary 
to the stiitutes of the realm, shall not come mthin 
five miles of a corporation ; that no person shall 
teach in any school under flie penalty of ^.40, 
unless he attended the established churdi; and 
that of the 20th year of the same reign, which 
ordains, that if any person' above sixteen years 
of 3ige attended a religious assembly in a house 
where more thin five others, exclusive of the 
household, were present, except the rites were 
according to the established church, any person 
preaching there should forfeit a certain sum^ 
This was in consequence of information received; 
Ihat many houses had then lately been eirected, 
where Papists^ seminary priests, and .TesuitSi at- 
tracted great numbers of people, and that schools 
were opened in direct defiance of the acts recited; 
they therefore declared, that all who beW licences 
for keeping houses of entertainment, ^hb did not 
regularly attend their parish churchj or presumed 
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to enter u^y m8ati|^,,or cooneaaticlje, should. be 
dcfirived o! tbeir licences. The ohyncbmrdaTif 
were also infomed, that the money diitriba^ 
to the poor who did not regularly receive th« . 
Sacrament at the usual periof^j should not be 
allowed in passing their accounts; at the same 
time the Magistrates declared thur.intentioB of 
^pcnnting persons to prosecute ofienders, of 
addiening his Majesty toprovide a Test Act, and 
of suppreasii^ those BadiU<tu8 clnbs Irequentljf 
held at public houses Th« Ministers .of every 
pari^ within the county were reqaest^d to, read 
these resolutions to their congr^tions. 

The Grutd Jury of the hundred of Osiulston 
presented several Freabytenans and Qusken in 
October i€8 1, for attending their respective meetT 
ings, who were bound over with good security to . 
disccHttinue their practice on this head. And the 
liOrd Mayor decreed, that no person whatever 
should frequent public houses on Sundays, unda* 
the pmalty of Sf. eadi person, to be recovered 
from the landlord, with the exceptbn of cool^s 
only. 

In the sanue month, measures of equftl rigour 
were taken by the Privy Cowicil, composed of 
Prince Rupert, the Archbishop of Canterbury, 
theLordPrivy Seal, the £arls of Bath and Craven, 
Viscount FaucoQberg, the Bishop of Lrauioi), apd 
$ecretery Jenkins, whioh will be explained bjr 
'^beir own order. " Whereas these yn& this day 
presented 
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(»«M»tefl ftt the fioartt, a hst of tiKnatnes «f 9^^ 
Tenit tr^d^men wt«> are Papists, residing in the 
pHishes qF St, Martin's in the fielde,, St. Giles in 
the fields, St. Paal's, Coveat Garden, and places 
a^acent, oontraiy to the lava of diis king4»in, 
and his Majesty's proclamation for re^enforaiii^ 
of the satOQ : It was thereiiptm ordered by ^eit 
liordehips, ihat the laid list ha forthwith sent te 
hi* Majesty's Justices of the Peaoe for the county, 
of Middl^K, and die city and liberties of Weat- 
ninater, who at this praseot Seistens i)( Peaoe 
juv to proeefid a^n^ the said popish tradenneti 
acpoiidiiig to lavK, aod to ^ve the Boffrd an ac- 
flgamt of iarhai ^isey shaH do thereupon." This 
was eu<iciMd^ by a seoxld order, requiring from 
ithe Ma^stratcB ui acnovnt of their proceettin^^ 
and a AvtinQr list of ddinquents. 

X shall conclude ray sketch <tf the abortrre trt- 
templa to n^pness the variotis dissenting assem- 
bly hy: ^ving a tsapy xit the wari^tit used on 
tlwse occesbws, and a li^t (^soiiie of themeetings 
visited to A disturbed by t^ir authority in July 
leSa. "To all Constables, and all otiier his 
M^itity*8 cheers of the peace, wiU«n the said 
city, vhom U»» may conoem. Wherfes I am 
ififonned by iehft Hittou, gentleman, tliat ou 
tfan Bekt LanPs day, being the Sd day of this 
matant Juiy, there will be held an unlawful ^n- 
««aticle.w meeting in C^ei^jqer Inn by Dowgate, 
in the city of I^ndon, under colour »&d pretence 
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of religion, in other manner than according to the 
liturgy and practice of the church of England, 
contrary to an act of Parliament made in the 23d 
year of his Majesty's reign that now is, entitultd, 
* An act to prevent and Buppress seditious con- 
venticles:' .These are, therefore, in his Majesty'* 
name, strictly to charge and command you, and 
every one of you, to repair to the said place, ^ 
taking with you such force and assistance for the 
better execution of the act as you shall think Bt; 
and if you shall find any such conventicle or un- 
lawful meeting, as aforesaid, that then you enter 
the same with your assistance ; -and in case of the 
door being shut, after refusal or denial to enter, 
you break open and enter the same, and appre^ 
bend and take into your custody the persons 
with the preacher there unlawfully assembled, to 
the intent they may be proceeded against accord- 
ing to law, as is directed in the aforesaid act; 
and for so doing this shall be your warrant . 
Hereof fail not at your peril. Given under my 
hand and seal, this. first day of July, A. D. 168:2. 
" George Waterman." 
The Conventicle Courant, the first number of 
whi(;h was published July 14, gave a particular 
account of the disagreeable proceedings which 
d in consequence of the above and nmilar 
3. It relates, that on Saturday, June 30, 
m Hilton applied for, and obtained them 

maJtmer. 

To 
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Pin Makers hall, 



,To Sir George Water-f"" ""'"' ™.'! 

man, whoTsued five) ?" ^"''°" B'"*??' 
'^. r.. a _. S In «nd by Jomers hi 



Sir James Smith, 



Sir Heniy Tulse, 



Sir Robert Jeffreys, 



warranto for Ave ^sTe-) ■" """ "J '°'"''" ^*'); 
ra. conventicles, vi^^J JTeX^nTTr' 

("At the Bull and Mouth, 
Embroiderers hall^ 

< Lorriniers hall, 
I Turners hall, 
LCordwainers hall ; 

fin Petty France, 
jBellmWalbroolt, 

< St. Martin's la. Thames st. 
I InacourtjGracechurchst. 
Lin Devonshire house ; 

{Mugwell street, 
Paul's all^. 
Plasterers hall. 
Glovers hall ; 

rFreeman's court, 
' j Crosby square. 
Sir Jonath. Raymond,-^ Kemp's Coffee-house^ 

Little Winchester street, 
(-Founders hall; 

rJewen street, 
j Wine Office court 
Sir Thomas Beckford,< Goldsmiths court. 
High hall, 
iBartholomew dose ; 

SirThoaas Orby and f^f'^'f' 
Ju3ticeBaIl,forWe»t.<^'^P'' 
minster. if^^^L, 

ca ' Trenwa- 
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TrememloUB as this array of authority appeared, 
its operations were rendered abortive by very sim- 
ple means ; in many cases, the constables aflfected 
to doubt the aiitheaticity of the warrants, and 
while examining into that circumstance, the time 
elapsed for executing them ; in others, mobs 
assembled, and denounced vengeance a^nSt in- 
formers. Hence in a very few instances indeed 
were the parties implicated disturbed; and in ' 
these there seemed to be so much to condemn, 
and so little to applaud, that all interference with 
the Dissenters insensibly ceased; which, thank 
Heaven, has never been renewed, except by per- 
sons whose lives have paid the forfeit of their in- 
tolerance. 

The Toleration Act has, 1 hope, concluded all 
contentions on thiOt^ject— the most improper 
of all others for Christians to contend upon. As 
a contrast to the persecuting spirit evinced by 
government with respect to the doctriaes of the 
iiihabitants of this island, it may not be amiss to 
relate the reception foreign Protestants met with 
from the same power. 

The Frencli government, pursuing the most ri- 
gorous and unjustifiable measures against the Pro- 
testants of that kingdom in l6Sl, numbers came 
to England, many of whom were greatly embar- 
rassed in their circumstances. The King imme- 
diately consulted the Privy Council at Hampton 
Court on the subject, when it was resolved that 
- • ■' they 
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1^^ sboiiM nonve i«st»nt mUef ; and die clnige 
of prpcurii^ ithen ^tthscriptions was confided to 
ths Bi^p of Ixsidon, who, it appeati, executed 
his office to flie utowst <tf his ability within his 
diocese. A hHef w»« «lao issued ^r a odlection 
throughout the kiiigd(»n ; to which was added a 
letter from the King to the Lord Mayor, recom> 
xaeoding the situatioo of those distressed strai^rs 
to the bener^lienoe of the citizepy of Londtwi. 

Tlie Gazette of S^t. 12, l?8l, contains a pit>- 
clamation from &e Kiflg, wherein he declaned he 
held iumielf bound in conscience to receive and 
fiuj^rt all Frotestwits voder the above circomr 
' stances ; and granted tbAse akeEuljr berp bis letters 
of dcnizatifHi vithoflt any charge, besides tbe free 
exercise of their differwt pretfessions, with sud^ 
pririieges es were o«iHai»tent with tbe laws of thf 
countiy, l^e King pTsrIaiee^j^^ in another part ^ 
this pleasing a/ad honwmblj? actj to reeomiBep4 
to Parliamwt tbe general naturaJiziMiw of these 
foreigners, oimI to gire them such tounnnitie? as 
would enalJe them to plaoe tbeir children in 
sdiof^ or colleges. The proclamation further 
commanded his civil and military officers, at the 
difi^ent ports of ithe kingdom, to receive those 
who might arrive with kindness, furnish the^i 
with passports, and facilitate the passs^ of 4he 
efiects tiiey bro^bt nith diem to any part of th^ 
cmiatry, wUhout the i^aotion of tbe usual duties. 
And* to conclude, the King appointed the ^rcb- 
bishop 



3.n.iized by Google 



36 

bishop of Canterbury as the mecKam through 
which applications and requests would immedi- 
ately reach hi on. Grateful for these benign acta, 
the French and Dutch ' churches of London de- 
puted David Pl-imrose, minister of the former, to 
address the King as follows : 
"Sir, 

*'We are come to oast ourselves at yopr Ma- 
jesty's feet, on the behalf of the French and'Duteh 
churches in your city of London, to testily the 
profound- acknowledgements which we have of ' 
all the favours that you have shown to the Pro- 
testant strangers, who are come to seek for a 
sanctuary for their consciences within your Ma- 
jesty's dominions. Sir, we are so deeply sensi- 
ble of your royal bounties, that we cannot re- 
Irain from declaring it publickly to your royal 
self. Most certainly it is a very great boldness 
for such mean persons as we are to approach your 
Majesty j but considering that that infinite God 
who has his throne in heaven vouchsafes to ac- 
cept the thanksgiving of his creatures, it is our 
hope that your Majesty will not disdain to re- 
ceive ours; and that you will be favourably 
pleased with us in rendering our homages to your 
clemency. 

*' Upon these considerations we take the li- 
■berty to come here, to tell your Majesty that 
which we every where declare, that it is impossi- 
ble for us sufficiently to admire your goodness 9 

and, 
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aad, though it were only that we beheld in the 
world no person above you, you are most worthy 
of our most hamble respects ; yet they are due to 
you in a manner altogether particular; for that, 
itithongh so great and so elevated, you are never- 
theless so clement and benign. Thus, Sir, you 
worthily maintain that name of Benefactor, which 
Jesus Christ declares that we should give to the 
lords of nations ; and that of Defender of the 
Faith, which is one of your titles; — this is to 
toake use of your sovereign power to that end for 
which God has ordained it, which is to procure 
u mueb as is possible the happiness of all men. 
'Fhis is to resemble the most great and most good 
God, wi-ose Vicegerent your Majesty is. 

" We would more vehemently farther express 
our acknowledgments, but we want words ; and 
besides we dare not give your Majesty longer 
troaWe. Therefore we conclude, beseeching 
your Majesty with a most profound ' humility, 
that according to the example of that great God, 
who to the end loves those whom he hath once 
loved, that your Majesty would be pleased to con- 
tinue to us the favour of your protection ; pro- 
testing on our side, that, we are firm in our re- 
solution, to render you inviolably ail those re- 
spects and homages which are due to your Ma- 
jesty from the faithfullest of your subjects, and 
continually to pray to that supreme God by 
whom Kings reign, that he would heap upon 
your 
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your Mnjesty the abundance of his blewPI*-'*- 
■ A remarkable instance of the strange efifect*- 
produced by entfausiaim in religion occurred in. 
16S4, when Mr. John Child committed the 
horrid crime of suicide, in consequence of th» 
indulgence of that passion on the opposite sides, 
in the controversies of the times. We fir»t bear 
of this person as a violent declaimer against the 
Non-conformists in a book published by him, un- 
der the title of " The Second Argument for a 
more firm Union amongst ProtestantB," A Nar- ' 
rative, which aj^ieared after his death, contuns 
the following passages. To one Mr. H. C, 
coming to visit him, (taking up the book iq 
his hand,) began to read where he 6Mth, " The 
greatest number of Dissenters do h<^d piinciples 
dangerously heretical, and most abominably 
abusing tlie most holy God," &c. But before 
he could end that paragraph, being under ex- 
treme agony of mind, and weeping bitterly, 
put the book from him, and spake to thi^ eifect, 
. " I have represented those Calvin's principles 
beyond whatever they conceived, strained their' 
opinions beyond tlieir intentions, and drawing 
. such consequences as never were in dieir minds ;" 
and, striking his breast with great anguish, said, 
f These words lie close, I shall never get over 
I wrote in prejiidice against them, calling 
1 a villainous body of people, which was un- 
' Trofesfiing ^t he could not repient^ an^ 
with 
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wHli » wvty griift coUB^nance, said, " 1 shall go 
to bell;: 1 am broten in judgment when 1 think 
t« prwf ; -iriAer I have a flushing in my foce, as 
if t were in a flame, or I am dumb, and cannot 
speak, or eke I fell aeleep upon my knees ; all ^ 
signs of one whom God hath left, forsaken, ,^<t 

' - His- AeeantatioH partakes of thia unfortunate 
infetuation, which dedarea, " Tlat it is a disho- 
n<air to th@ ehurch and clergy of England to 
have such an one, diat hath no more wit, so little 
justice, reason, and conscience, plead for them ; 
tiiat the author of this libel is worthily so repre- 
ffented, .appears by divers base, &1se, deriUsh, 
and fDMt scandalous pasMiges, therein contained. 
Iliey are reptcs^ted as a people weak and fiin- 
testical, aad not rendering a tolerable reason for 
their difiering fi^cnn others, which is a devilish 
stp^ce tnade by a back blow ; — ^to assert the Non- 
ooMformiAs have bo kind of order in sending forth 
tb^r minisA«3 ; that preachers run on their own 
heads upon' a fanciful supposition, that they are 
able to preadi, or, at the most, have but the 
consent and connivance of a few weak persons, 
is a devilish fie, as Aousands can witness ; to say/ 
it is a true state, or the case being truly thus, as 
we are able to make it good, is a lie, if possible, 
more than damnaUe," &c. 

f^bard speaks very justly as to one cause of 
tiie obloquy heaped upon the regular clergy in 

his 
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his " Gronnds and occasions of the coBtMn|it 
of the Clergy and Religion," published in I670;' 
Tliis gentleman perceived that ignorance in the 
membera.of the established church .still prevailed, 
and exerted himself to remove the odium. "' The 
next unhappiness," he observes, " that seems to 
have hindered some of our clergy from arriving 
to that dt^ree of understanding that becomet such 
an holy office, whereby their company and dis* 
courses might be much more than they are com- 
monly valued and desired, is, the inconsiderate 
sending of all kinds of lads to the universities ; let 
their parts be never so low and pitiful, the in- 
structions they have lain under never so mean and 
contemptible, and the purses of their friends never 
so short to maintain them there. If they, have 
but the commendation of some lamentable and. 
pitiful construing master, it passes for sufficient 
evidence that they will prove persons vi.ry emi- 
nent in the church : that is to say, if a lad has 
but a lusty and well-bearing memory (this being 
the usual and almost only thing whereby they 
judge of their abilities) ; if he can sing over very 
tunably three or four stanzas of Lijly'a poetry ; 
be very quick and ready to tell what's Latin for 
all instruments belonging to his father's . shop j if. 
■presently, upon the first scanning, he knows a 
sponde from a dactyl, and can fit a few of these 
same without any sense to his fingers-ends ; if 
lastly, he can say perfectly by heart his Acade- 
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mtc Catechism, in pure and passing Latin, i.e. 
What is his name? Where went he to school? 
And what author is he best and chiefly skilled in ? 
' A forward boy,* cries the school-master ; • a 
very pregnant child ! ten thousand pities but he 
should be a scholar ; he proves a brave clergyman, 
I 'II warrant you.' Away to the University he 
mqst needs go ; then for a httle lo^c, a Httle 
ethics, and, God knows, a very httle of every 
thing else; and the next time you meet him, 
it is in the pulpit." 

It would disgrace the very term of Religion to 
include all the horrid blasphemies uttered by 
fanatics in this general sketch of that sublime 
affection of the soul when purified by reanon and 
reflection ; one instance will serve as an illus- 
tration (abstracting from it some of the maligni^ 
of the persons concerned) of the strange and in- 
comprehensible reireries which the mind of man 
is capable of indulging on this subject. Natha- 
niel Powel, a proselyte ofXodowick Mu^leton's, 
was proved by eight witnesses to have uttered the 
ensuing expressions in l68l : That he preferred 
believing in the doctrines of Muggleton, though 
he had stood on the pillory^ rather than in those 
of Christ ; that himself possessed the power of 
salvation and condemnation, which enabled him 
to say a Gilbert Soper was in the latter state ; 
that Muggleton had the same attributes in com- 
jnofi vrith the Dirioify, who eternally saved or 
destroyed 
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dcstrQjred at his plewure; aodthat, htviag nerer 
oSended tbe Alo^^^yi ^ ^^^ "^^ ^^^ ^ e^qiittb 
. .Without cotmag iato farther pa^culara, or 
exposicig to aaioaadvenion more jqiodeni euthu- 
sJastS] we nay say in few woFds, that the universal 
toIexaUon exijoyed ia this country has served to 
sJwpUfy the opinions and the rites of reUgioii' (« 
the very, extreme point of propriety, beyond 
which, those vrho ^till proceed, ever confound 
theii' senses; and if they do not always appear 
absolutely widced, we must allow they make them- 
selves truly ridiculous. 

The custom of convei^ing i^tprobatioji or ap- 
plause by hmmming, prevalent in the seventeenth 
oeatury, is welt ilhisbated by the following curious 
anecdote hxun Jt^nsou's Lives of the Poets, 1 809, 
voL u. p. 41. 

*' $islK^ Burnet is not very fiivourable to the 
memory of Bishop Sprat; but be and Burnet 
weie old rivals. On some publick oocaiuon, they 
both preached before tiie House of Commons. 
There prevailed in those days an indecent cuS" 
torn : when the preacher touched any favourite 
topick in a ooaiuter that delighted his au^ence^ 
their appmbytion was expressed by a loud hum^ 
oontinued in pn^iortion to tbeix aeal or pleasure. 
When Burnet preached, part of his coKgnegation 
hummed so loudly and so long, that he sat down 
to enjoy it, and rubbed his lace witii hit huadker- 
chiel'^ When Sfmii {veached, he hjcewise was 
honoured 
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honoured with &e itme aiiioaati»g hmm ; but lie 
stretched out his hands to the congregatioii. Mid 
cried, * Peace, peace I I pray yoa, pe«c&' — This 
Iwas told in my youth by my &ther, an oldiMn, 
who had been no carel^s observer <^ the pacmges 
of those times. — Burnet's saroion, »aye Salmtm, 
was remarkable for sedition, and ^)rat'« for 
loyalty. Burnet had the thanks of the Houflr ; 
Sprat had no thank^ but a good livik^ from the 
Kinga which, he said, was of as much vahte as 
the thanks of the Commons." 

Xhis custtmi was continued in the Univeratties 
in 176^, and perhaps kter, as ^ipean from the 
testimony ^ the Rer. Samuel Pegge, LL.D., 
who, in a curious posthumous volume of obsem- 
tioiis on various authors and snl^ts^ iatituled, 
' jinonymuMo,' p. 467, says, * That wi^ of giving 
api^use hy humming, now practised in our Uni- 
versities, (for which reasos, in a trqxM speech, 
titey were once called Hum et Hissimi AtfM- 
twesj is a method not unknown to barbaroas 
nations. (See ChurchiH's Travels, vol. i. p. G61. 
ed. 1733.)" 

A pamphlet, printed in i^i, intituled, " The 
Heads of an Agreement assented to t^ the united 
ministers in and about Lcwdon, formerly called 
Presbyterian and Congregational, and signed by 
idMve eighty ministers, gives us a pleasing sketch 
of Uieir fiiith, and explains the difierem:e between 

the 
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the church ordination and the following mode of 
proceeding : 

" Of the Ministry. — ^We agree that the minis- 
terial office is instituted by Jesus Christ, for the 
gathering, guiding, edifying, and governing of his 
church, and to continue to the end of the world. 
They who are called to this office ought to be en- 
dued with competent learning and ministerial 
gifts, as also with the grace of God, sound in 
judgment, not novices in the faith and knowledge 
of the gospel, without scandal, of holy conversa- 
tion, and such as devote themselves to the work 
and service thereof: That ordinarily, none shall 
be ordained to the work of this ministry, but 
such as were called and chosen thereunto by a 
particular church. That in so great a matter as 
the calling and chusing a pastor, we judge it ordi- - 
narily requisite, that every such church consult 
and advise with the pastors of neighbouring con- 
gregations : That after such advice, the person 
consulted about, being chosen by the brother- 
hood of that particular church over which be is 
to be'setj and he accepting, be duly ordained, 
and set apart to his office over them ; wherein it 
is ordinarily requisite, that the pastors of neigh- 
bouring congregations concur with the preaching 
elder or elders, if such there be : That whereas 
such ordination B only intended for such as never 
before had been . ordained to the ministerial 
office; 
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office ; If any judge, that in the case also of the 
removal of one formerly ordained to a new station 
or pastoral chai^, there ought to be a like solemu 
recommending him and his labours to the grace 
&nd blessing of God, no difierent sentiments or 
practice herein shall be any occasion of conten- 
tion or breach of comniunion among us. It is 
expedient, that tbey who enter on the work of 
preaching the gospel be not only qualified for 
communion of saints, but also that, except in 
cases extraordinary, they give proof of their gifts 
and fitness for the said worii unto the pastors of 
churches of known ability to discern and judge of 
their qualifications, that they may be sent forth 
with solemn approbation and prater ; which we 
judge needful, that no doubt may remain con- 
cerning their being called to the work ; and for 
preventing (as much as in us lieth) ignorant and 
rash intruders." 

The,ministers who thus agreed declare further. 
That their course with offenders against theit 
particular doctrines and morality is by admonition 
and excommunication ; persons leaving their 
communion to be reclaimed, if possible, ^y " all 
due means ;" those failing, " the church may 
justly esteem and declare itself discharged of any 
fiirther inspection over him." 
. Particular churches, they agree, ought not to 
be so separated as to prevent their having car* 
and tenderness towards each other ; on the con- 
tfarjr. 
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trtrfi tbar ptstm^ should have frequcBt hitcr- 
comsfif that they may strengthen the hearts and 
hands of each other in the ways of the Lord. 
" Equali^ of power is to exiit in their chnrchei 
in its folleat latitude." That known msmbera of 
ijardeular churches, constituted as aforesaid, ma; 
have occasicmal communion with one aiK^her in 
the ordinances of the gospel, vim. the word, pra5rer, 
tacraments, singing psalms^ dispensed accordii^ 
to the mind of Christ ; unless that church with 
which they desire communion hath any just er- 
cepticHi a^nst them. Members of one church 
are not to transfer themselves to another, with- 
out the concurrence of each respective congre- 
gation ; nor is one elmrch to censure the acts of 
^lOtheTf until it lias heard the justiQcatton of its 
elders or messengers; xnd they profess their 
readiuese to exchange acoounts of church proceed- 
ings with each other. 

They agree that the office of Deacon is of di- 
vine origin ; they, th^^re, ^poiot such to re- 
eeive and distribute the church stock to its prqier 
«iae> under the direction, if necessary, of the pas' 
tiw and brethrrav " And whereas dJTers are of 
«^ioii that there is alsA the office of Ruling 
£tdepB, who iaboar not in word and doctrine, 
and others think otherwise ; we agree, that this 
difiwenee make no breach among us." Occasional 
BWetings of ministers are reconaraended for gene- 
xal pui^oses, wtd their c^nion to be su)»mi«ted 
(»w&en agreeable to the word of God. 

' "We 
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^^We do reckoii oui^Tves QDrigeSTconSniiaUV' 

!■,■ ! >fr'j-- __ ■*,ii .I-.'.' _(.■ j' I", ^"'*^■i:, '^ «**■ 
to jpray for Goa s prptection, ffiiidanc^' aha bles^ 

sine ilpon the rofers «A pvei; us : Triiat we qaeki 

to yield uDto them, not only subjection in the 

Lord, biitsuppQiil apcorcting to bur^station ana 

abilities : Thft if 

wieastfre to (^H t< 

require i^v accbui 

ot our congriegatii 

press all dutiful re| 

As to faith^ t1 
church acknowl«l 
of ii^, *e'j)|4 
practice, and pwi 
those, commonly c 
c^ England, or tl 
shor^r or longer, 

■Westniinster, or tfae Confession -agreed on' at the 
Savoy, ;to. be agreeable to the said rule. 

Tliey profess it their, duty to bear all Christiaq. 
respect to the several ranks and stations of Chris; 
tians not bftneir communion ;' and .declare they 
will in their respective places endeavou^ to recon-f 
cile^thqse to Cpod who are ignorant of the prinr 
triples of the Chns(,ian /ait|i, or of vicious conver- 
safioft.' ^ _;. , ,_^.: , ... . . . ., , . . ,^ 

, 1 have already said 1 purposely^ pmit hpticioff 
in detail (except ih two instances) the^.very ajf- 
merousseqts nowestablishe^i agf^^m d^rqined 
nothing shall tempt me to condemn their parti- 

VOL. II. H cular 
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e^Ur dAetrin^ ; aod to *ppluid^ is all e<ue««q|ii- 

liot^ be expected of a man who h^ a^ ojpinion ot 

hi^own. Common chanty dictates tbeproprrety 

»f actnowledgipg altio ie i» fhe^right &a .to the 

iew; biit the same law,' is no^ 

I this actnoivlra^ntentr. it 

inciuiation or w^h to say ai^ 

a ; yet it 66curred to nie, that 

- hi ::ii:CLi ■■ 7"','! :^iri!,'vi 

)f manners attempted in this 
; ConsideiW as qomplpt^, widi- 

out a .chapter 'dedicated to' this'subjeci.'" 1 wonid 

.■:.„. ■, *,. ..I'.iit ' , . .,■ vjidi ..t'Jui L*. >/_ 
^nuingly have attempted tq discrtminate the p^ 

cuTiar. traits of'.manijwrsjdunngpe pr^valpnjc^ 'of 
each set of doctrioes, had I niot' forpseea' o£^ence 
might ;be taken by indiyidut^s' p^fessiiig theiqi 
As a aubsUtutej I shall introdiice abort speciojens 
of sermons^ derived froi^ a vast and vatuable cot- 
lection> which' will giye .a geheral idea'ot tti^ 
minds of a considerable number of tfie Clergy, 
who, have flourished since. tHe tim^ of Edward 
the Sixth, and perhaps, in some degree, explain 
the habits of their hearers. la making those, 
it solemnly declare, I opened each sernjoh, and 
extracted from the page before me, widiou't at- 
tempting to look beyond it, that I might satisfy 
my oum conscience at least of the perfect imparti- 
ality my pen exercised. PftsQaget ten times l^etter 
^n those I have selected may be found in 'all, 
^hd many ten times worise. 
. Echard, wIk) widte on the subject after the 
" ■ ' '. . Restoration, 
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iit '^is mode 6f reforoilitg tite mlorals df TtialiljMd^ 
^' l^rhfc|i» " he obaeW^S, « ttfie gentleman'i H^ 
laplwritnl knack of preadiing comes tiff &ii6 ^ 
tfHd then fre'shall hear' tif nothing but'stdttniAfd 
and larboard, of stems; ^ems; and fhr^itsdes, and 
such like satt-water langUage'j'so that 6'ne Ind 
need take a voy^^ Smyrna of AlejJpiJi 'Sod Vfliiy 
warily attetid to all the sfiilors' terms, befoit I ^all 
iti ihs least understand my teiicher.^-^" AftotKerV 
he falls a fighting with his text, and Wii^es i 
pitched battle of it, dividing it into tht! ri^ht 
wing and left wing; then he rears it, fliinks ii, 
entrenches it, storms it ; and then he muster^ all 
again, to see what word was lost or lamed in tht 
skirffli^, and so foiling on again whfi fresh t&- 
lour, >he fights backward and 'forward,; chargei 
through and through, routs, kills, takes, ittkd thteri, 
gentlemen, as yoti werte." 

Similes and metaphors seeM to have had V^r^ 
powerful effects at the time alluded to, if we 
jud^ ffom thd labours 6f the cler^ in forcing 
them. « There is Uttle on this side the mooh 
that will content themV* says Ediard : " up pre- 
sently to the pramm mobile, and the trepidation 
of th^ firmamcait ; dirt into the bow^sat^ hid 
^treasures of the caethj dispatch forthwith tbi 
Peru ,an4 Jamaica j , A toWn-bred or country«. 
bred similitude— it is worth nothhig! Tm r^ 
ported of a tree groaihg upon tht bank of 
H 3 £uphrat«t. 
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flu{Af»tes the great Tfver Eufimi^s *^ if 
briitgs forth au.applfi',- to the fl^.tv?rjf fah^ji.'nd 
tert^tingi but iaimrdfy it isJiUe4 mtk nfitinng 
Imt Vfsl^s and ^ecet^uf 4uft ;, ei^sj^ S9» dy^ tti* 
argfmpd.todustwe min^tifill g9. Now, whftttB 
\ficky diacovery" says^^h^rji^ *' was this, tHatfi 
pt^'s bocjy ph^ld be §o,exaq^Iy like ap apple! 
^d I.wi)lafaure yoU], tt^^^is was qpt thought 
Dti ftiU withiiiiJ^^ few years. ,Andj am afraict 
toojijie.hadjlkindpfa hipt of this :&o?n another* 
jA-^ohad formerly ,foui>d p\i% that a man's soul was 
hke.an oyster; for, .eaysihejn his prayer, our 
souls are consta^tl^ g^^piBg after tiieje, O LordI 
^ea, verily, pur ^qlsdo gape, .eyen es sm oyster 

\X wiU jbe proper to ohtenye, _ that s^v^«] aixr 
^wers appeared tp the ,w<»rjc' juvt quoted i one of 
which, jipsitively t^arges Edhard with nuarepre- 
sentation and falsehood ; hut it is in our ipower, 
jrom^ui^oubted^orignals, tp produce similar folly. 
Jit is,theref9rehigiily pEoh^ble, that Et^ard. paro- 
led ao^e of these ahsurdities, to avoid harting 
tils cpiUemporaries by giving their own wortb. 

extracts' FROM SERMONS. ,^ 

) '''.Fprlf ye inwardly ijchold these words, if 
ye diHgrntly roll them in' your mindi, aiid after 
^jcplicate «nd -opeiEthemj ye shall *e'-'AnT time 
jDfich totiehed'in XhBte ii*yiteries ; ye-shall per- 
ceive, ^at God by tins example «luk'eth us by 
. " the 
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die tv6te»i and litthedi'us by the ears; ye shall 
pflroeive; very plainly^, that Osd stttetfi before our 
eyes, in ^iff snailitade, what' we ou^ht most to . 
•ee, and what we ought sooifefef tb RHeW:'* " 

COanterfcilew fflf GtJd'» orfn. ■ 

" They have a wonderful pretty example to 
persuade this thing, of a certain married womanj 
which, when her husband was in purgatory, iii 
that fiery furnace that hath burned away so many 
of our pens, paid lier husband's ransom, and so 
of duty claimed him to be set at liberty. "While 
they thus preached to the people, that ' dead 
images (which at the firstj as 1 think, were set' 
up only to represent things absent) not' orily 
ought to be covered with gold, bui', also ought 
of all faithful ' Christian people, yea 'in this 
scarceness and penury of all things, to be clad 
with stik garments, and those ^Iso laden with pre- 
cious gems and jewels. And that, beside all this, 
they are to be lighted with wax candles, bpdi 
within the church and without the church, yea, 
at noon days, as who should say. Here no cost 
can be too great ; whereas, in the mean time, we 
aee Christ's feithful and lively images, bought 
widi no less price ■than with his moat precious 
blood, alas, alas!- to be an-hungred, a-thirst, 
a-cold, and to lie in darkness, wrapped in alt 
vpretchedness ; yea, to lie there till death take 
away their miseries." 

JUtiBwf 'b SmiKm bef^ tbe Coavocatios, W H. VllU 
The 
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■ "Rie wmewj^iion icojitai(wt|>eif0Ho»Ti»g»Blcjet«h 

9f the evil spirit^too- .*'T^'> the chiUwnof 

this woi:14 jdifit are kno^n . tcf Jiav? 90 ewjj a fe^w^ 

the world so ?yi\.A grandfathcf, tlje 4f^) ifiwnot 

cboace hot be evil. .: Surely the first head of their 

tlje ,dE^^itful serpent ^e 4^T)I, ^ 

itrous above a,ll monsters. I canpot 

18 him, I wot not wh^t to (;all him, 

thing altogether made of die hatred 

listrust in God, of lyings^ deceits, 

[XirdSj manslaughters ; and to tisy at 

thing concrete, heaped up, and 

kind of mischief, But what th^ 

to describe particularly the devil'fj 

no reason, jip power of man's roind, 

md it. TJiis alonly I can say grossly, 

im, of the which all ^^fe (our hjirt iq 

ive experienced the devil to be, ^ 

me of all vices, a foul filthy channel 

fs, and that this world, his son, eye^ 

to have such a parent, is not mucl) 

unlike his fether." 

-J ' ■ I-atLtner. 

" This j^ then ipost certajnly and constantly tft 
te believed of us all, up<>n pain P*" damnation, that 
in this blessed sacramept of tlje ?ltar (whepepf 
I entreat at this time) is verily aijd really present 
the trjie bo^y-and blood qf our Saviour Christ, 
which suffered upon the cross for uSj and is r©-^ 
ceived.tbefe :cQrporally, by the services of our. 
'^ ■ • inouths* 
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ttiMifliB, tuit in die saitoe'ForAi of hi? Kbdy w'f? 
wasupoh the ctass, but in the-f<Am^ ofburclai^ 
and special niitrittieEitg of brout and itiae ; the 
a^l^tan^ of which bread and nine is. converted 
and changed into the substance of, Christ's bod;^ 
and blood, by the omijipotent and aec^ power, 
of his. :Ero;rd assisting the due admiqistration of his 
nainiister." 

" An4 «o yre esteem this sacrament otherwise, 
than tp infidel doth. Like as an unlearned man, 
when he looketh upon a book, he understandeth 
not the meaning of the writing ; l^ut a learned 
man will find much mat^ hid there, as the lives, 
and stories of men. The unlearned man will, 
think there, IS noUiing else but paper and ink; 
the leofned man will understand apothor's speaks 
ing, apd sp^ to one being absent^ and juk by 
his letters whatsoever he would have. ,;Evea so 
it is, in these mysteries^ the infidels, althcmgh 
they hear what it isj yet they seem not to he^,** 

*' And like as when a man vexed with a'gric^ 
vous sickness hath need of many medicines, and 
hath little to buy them withal ; if a physician 
come unto him that is sick, and say, 'Thou hast 
n^ of divers kinds of medicines, and knowing 
that thou art not able to buy them all, yet buy me 
one or two of the best of them, and least worth, 
iiid the rest I shall find of mine own costs freely ;* 
cveB so Almighty God saith to us. Give me thy 
confession. 
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"* And'could' we' fVame Oiii fbiigues, wtiich t 
bops' aH 'Chfislians with hfeart dfetest, so much' 
ttj dishdfttiU'f flie fe/fson bf Christ, as to avoudh 
hiiiito ije truly rejected jfiid accursed' of Kis. Fa- 
ther for the time, be it never so short- yd: we 
must riot shelV^' ourselves S6 void o^, all 's^iise as 
fo sayi that 'Cfirist's soul Sufffe^ Tiell-fire, which 
i^' the jierpetual'ahH essential punishment of aH 
tfis'daiAriirf.' "■'L^t us not come within that danger^ 
6f sij dfesjilraJfe folly, hot to tnow^ or not' to' care," 
*?h4t we "dfeifenct or affirA. Jft should have'spme' 
ftoiff, iV'shoalii Have some triit^, whatsoever is 
^td out fer matter of faith.' That ChrisVa'sduI 
vras'tofriifeAted with hell-fire, I ask not wHat'pi^f 
6t tWffhj but w-hat slieW can be preteride^V^/IChe. 
nre'isf hfell, 'they will'say, ismetaphorical";' they' 
tha't"'^o 'thitlie'r shall find it no riietapho^. '; ift is 
h6 ^ood dallying wim Cod's eternal and* ieWible 
judgments.' the Scriptures are so pl^'n an4 so 
full of tllie parts* iritl effect^ of fire inhell^'thatT 
dare not alleg(inze 'them.'' 

Sermon'^ ffibbn; BHhOti' bf 'ttliiehtstsf,' ISfes; 

" Of. all: ^^ ^y^ i^ the. we^k, thn^ is special 
notice take(i of ooe day, a^ v«ry disntaj ttt tbs 
li:NV;and.in,a aganner fitta^ ^theau 13}i$ d^ if 

,. . , said 
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Tue«iay they;,lD&t,fljyqlji#(J)«Wi(i);;,.»7e^abittf 
fifth time too^ upon a Tuesday it was thai tb^ 
had a great Averthrow, the Earl of Thomondj that 
then i^s,j b^Jig, chief of all their troops. But 
whatsoexer mny be said of th»t day 4;pDcer>tng tha 
Irish, sure I am that of tbisd^, a.Tvesday too^ 
whentia^ewa^andofaaothieF.idayNiiin'tius month, 
it fnay. bei said of. us^g^sh^ tbyt w« harrc Teoaived 
two as great b|essing8^rc)fi|t.theimiq!idih^hand-o£ 
^qt|, as ever did nation in tbifr woildj or. ^ver ia 
^(ptp dq, tfijthe wjorldVend.: I fnean th« be- 
©^'•S ^^' Si^^ Elia^ieth^, rei^p*,. <rf hsf^ir 
ntemory, the l^tl:) ^f. this .qawtift ,a«d that vhiolt 
this 5th day yre.h^);e c^Lebj^tedj.tbfa-ciAtinuing, 
of King Japjeisihis.'': ,■ ,. ; ,_[. 

-■.!** Birtri^*!' tft-wtat end'tfnd'puqwse sp^ T 
now to distressed seiib^ Where are they? V^ere 
li»el%«y?i''Whfere'i*iay 'wehiitliearof sucti aft S( 
one? I, for my paurt, would honoul'the .ground 
th^t such "ah one 'treads upon ; 1 would kiss even 
iliB:sftad»W!«f stfCh' M» one's fe*i We may see, 
crdithecatttnTy, 'a -weM (jf fiftfry icaliw thai gcJ 
QO still m' tlneir wicftedtiess] ^t add (ak Mose» 
qredcE)dhnikeDne8suBt&ttii^^i tfttt !s,'sGcunty 
UBtD abi,' ^daBsembte ^^msel^'By 'compahied 
ik»hufaitwfaouse«, Ttf 6«E^/ffcde^, w^y^l ventured 
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Cbi^ieak; fM^whereat'e there not some such; and 
thatifore even in tikis assembly, 'stipposmg feettf 
may ^imeirttlielesst^let me single hnn'obtfih* 
wdrd'ortwo-; be it at Mi own -choice to be bet- 
tered by it* 

"The superstitions papist, troubled' iii con-' 
sctence for sin, runs up tnA down for relief, like' 
ahart.withan arrowinhis side.'' ' 
, * Se rotat in vulmu tranafixtmi ciraat ht^imA* 
He sends to the God of Ekiton for help; he 
buysa pardon, goes to shrift, lasheth, and lameth 
himself, as the priests of Baal didj p<)steth to a 
mass, 'passeth on- in pilgrimage tb' A wooden 
Wtinn-«aten lady, or painted ini^ i-and all thir' 
while, as an aguish man that dtinks' water, his' 
disease encreaseth : no sbNt 6f place, no change 
of air, can relieve him, being do^;ed and at- 
tended on .by the hellish hag of his coiiscience; 
q^surdo verbere ceed}ty whtfJi lyhipii him in 
secret, and in silence telk hiu), 

* Qmt^ms umftr4f Jpcis tfdero, dfibis {nproM 



Sermon bjr Ed. Gee, D J). |eso. 

*' Artificia)- humility, which we call «h hum* 

ble pride; when a njan dther desires -those gifts' 

«nd. abilities )rhich h^ hatb, or acknowledges' 

""*" fices a;pd infirmities, which he hath noty 

itei}t to get moi« credit by the contra- 

_of othen. ^ f«-^utn)ple: a man 'of 

goo4 
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good'liaTD^ hikI great iknonrfe^gc ivtUr^Ar,'' t 
lutveno learning, iM'ld>owI«dgB;'ansh'>nMD,^ 
Vsa poor-; a beaatifdl person, I aih deftiniMd. 
This is nothing but pride masl^ng wider huoiH 
]i^; SM' tbe desire others should cr6» thorn, aod^ 
double their praises, so nm^b more u they hAvw 
di^raiaed themselves ;-^<fvhkfa appesrt by thia;' 
that if a man should lecBiid. them, in admoiV'^ 
ledgement of the tmUx of dieae dtscdminendo-' 
ttons, and say, it is true, jou' ate an ^oiwnt per-' 
son, illrfavoure^, b^garfy, &c., he sh<mld find 
them incensed, and periiaps enraged against him. 
This is. )to put sjiray glory -with (^e hfinfl, f^id pull 
^ to us w|th the other ."-rf" The p^oud ^d vain- 
gtoT^ousn^n |» fike ^e mvigold^ whif^,oppfi» 
9fid shuts with the son; i^r Jik^ t)ie heliq|iiopic«^ 
>vhich no sooner sees the sofi prise bat it U^^tjup 
the heajdt ^nd.all day lotfg ti^s; aftec itj-awi 
when tiff npi.J9,Bef, thehc^pf preferipei)t^n«^ 
hangs down the hefK) ps forlorn and despmite^ 
The bun^ile inaif> jOiji th^.o^h^ side,, is hke the 
lily (ajsB^^); pr.ratl^li](ethe ^fveet-spiell-; 
ing violet, which gBows. low to the ground, .«n4 
hangs the had downwards;. and besides, hides 
itself with, its - own leaves ; and, were it not that 
the^gnm^ smell of his many virtoes betrays 
him to the wofld, would chuse to lire and die w 
^is self-conten^t% Kcreoy." 

' Senapn t^ D. CawdrfT, ;€a4. 
"Peace 
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" VeaOtM ooe iof tUe greatest: tenporal blcsi,- 
ibgSiM4iiah> • >ttato or ■ diureh cab' ved&ire ; for 
yA«r God himtelf deseribes the' excellency of 
goirfirnmetttt be dMciihea it by piesee. < The work 
qf justice shall be peace, and my pet^ts'shalt dwell 
IB. the tabeEoade- of: peaces- I wiltinotlosd jov 
vifeb & long cbseomseof -peaoe, and the ben^tff 
it.braoigt. :IthatJi thesKne &te that^someothert 
.of.God's-blesiangs.haTe;.^ ii better Imown , by 
wmttbon iniet andtbot^httaoftworth'thc hav- 
ing by tbem tbatbsye.it not" 

. Sinma:btrIlMdlwfiw«theKii«:i«ei. 

"'It*e*e"hiippy ifadlstMes, Christian espe- 
ciaily,- Wert it'uwty in themselves,' and with 
Aeit rtiighbourt^ and the charch' prays, that 
Ac eotfrse of this world 'nftay hi so peaceatjly 
6f<deF^.-'^ B^lt, wfcenJiflie^rttbitioftofnei^hhGTii- 
^tg- stags' mll'aAAit'.rter salb,- n^rhonddrabW 
peoe^ 'theh tbert is nitost ti^ JeiMWfem shotlld 
be- af jteace and wiaty in itsaf.' ■ Need! 'yfe, need" 
witha witn*s»t fferaHdinsiWi, ff-itbeWbntai^, 
it is an Opening ; if it foe -ribleht, ' it is 'tt breach ; 
l)oth make way- for foreign fo«ie;' ' ' 

Aitkbwhop laud's ttemnA'at: opening* 
ihg PiriMto«at.>Feli( 4. VSiB. 

"A small thing is a ffreat matter in yoo : one 

By corrti|Hs a box of ointment, but many flies in 

a barrel of pitch or tar are counted nothing. Be-' 

fore mm aie regenefate, their sins are as blots 

upon 
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■ponit' table bc£ii<e«'ptobiiebe!dnnvtt upokt 1^ 
winah' ase< not KgaTdQA"of xnrjJ ;:'bttt'>tfltr <t ii 
drawn^ the least blot is aeen'-t^bieiy ntti^.'-'-'titkii 
tKi6l4gtit -of a"star in i dkrk^ht, and compare it 

wUn.tlieli^htofthe sun, the 8(;ju: will f}xw .it$eif, 
^nd no .more; it caniiot tqm the dsjjlcaess to 
light; but the light of the sim, though' .never. bo 
iitde, i^ok in what measuiie.iJ; appears, it scatters ' 
die darkness fborn east to west ; so thereiisli^it 
m the minds ^f men^ which is bpt asj9 j^tar in-^ 
dj^rk nighj:,. which doth^uot tal^ aw^ tjie,diurk- 
P¥ss ; bi*t -if it .be a^saocti^ipg lightj, it is like 
tl^ liglit of tbe suHj . not shpt witUi^^^ a.p^^pvf 
conapaes, but spreading itself into all U)^ parts of 
rtieBoui: or.a^ if ftcandle bebroi^ght iqtft^fogm, 
it lightens jay. the \iofiff ;■ haf. if it:b^ a.^par^ pf 
fire, it shews \i^ei(, apd^glows, and do^ jift qiarc; 
it doth not enlighten the bpuse." ;:,,., i , 

Senuqns by J. I^<est|OD, D,& 16^.' 

* "Lore is the oaoat sensible, the meet tpiidk 
■■ «nd most active 4ife(]tion.of .all others. Consi^ 
der, if thou love any cneatvre, &r any. Ui^, aoiy 
man or woman, doet thou oiot ieel thy affection 
jtirring in thee ? Dost thou not find thy heart 
thus longing after them whom thou affectest? 
Thou delightest to be in their company, in their 
presence, thou desirest to be with them j so that 
if a strangeness grow between you at any time, 
thy heart is not at ease till all be right again be- 
tween you. So, dost thou love the Lbrd Jesus ? 
Dost 
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PwiHtikott'lcisp his oonftBAiKfoaeits^ HhUt a 
mm pnSe» to km Go^^antt eaioft notttt itm 
lUitf andtugcr himr . ■> 

''Artd'Wept for it, Baying (the force' cif the 
stream, ye see,' carries liie dovt'n into tHe ri,ext 
Verse), * O! if thba hadst'kooWn, even thoiij at 
the least ili this thy day. Loquitur lachryinas^7 
Me doth not only weep tears, but lie speaks teara. 
One Word (as it were) ' tridkling dowii "after 'an- 
other, separated from its fellows, as if there were 
hoacquaintance betwixt them. 'O! ifthouhadst 
known ;*" there he stops;— ^* even thou ;' there he 
makes -another atop; — ' at the least in' this thy 
day ;' there he stops again ; — * those things which 
belong unto thy peace!' What now? Like a great 
viol with a narrow mouth, he is here quite stop- 
ped up with his own fulness. N6t a drop ihoi^ 
yet. TTiose thoughts of sorrow which knock at 
his lips for passage tike a crowd at a littlci door, 
while' every one strives to be first, ^ passage is 
do^;edup, and none of Aem can get through." ■ 
SarmoabyP. Hansted, MLA. 16S6. 

" I know that some of those step-fathers and 
hard-hearted wretches, who be indeed the chie^ 
if not the only, cause of all this, blush not to 
attribute the daily falling off of multitudes from 
. our church to ove^uch preaching ; but this is 
as rational as was his mad opimon touching SU 
PauV 
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thoTB of them, if you reform theminot. Wsf^ 
der not at' my length and heat in this point. It 
is, a .master of greatest cpn^equence^ and of all 
other most pioperfor a preacher to b^ ?^QP» ll^; 
andg^ve tne'leave toteiLypu, th^t thisinustbe 
fut.in the head of the catalc^e of your'.wejgh- 
tiest coT>ftultatip^s at tfiis . tipae* > if you d^i^. ^&f 
to draw , the people oi th}s and the adiai^ent 
dominions, into aiiy covenant and cotac^u^ipB 
Twitii Cfo<|j or td settle any thuw fi)i- the gopd.flf 
yourselves and pountries." ' . - , 

\" ,' Sermon, ^»y Cor, fiin^giegs, D. D. hefon 

■' ' '■ >:'' -House'df'Commdaa; ^64d.' '^ '■''. 

- n'.' u' >'■■:■■ ■-■ '• ■- ■'. -. '-■ ■ ■ ■■ "^ ■■ 'I 

_^ ,"I beseech you therefore, by all theiperqies 

6{,(jod, by aA the bowels of .Christ in shedding 
of iii8 dearest blood for tho.s© precious 80uI»-t- 
whp i^ow, even by thousands and. millions, miserr 
ably perish in their ignorance and sins— ^that.yoH 
would carefully reform, or cast out all idle, un- 
soui^d^ . unprofitable^ and scandalous ministers; 
and.^qxHride a sound, godly, p^Yifitable. and settled 
preaching ministry in every congr^tion Uirough 
the land, aod the annexed dominions; and to 
take no less care for their diligent and constant 
performance of their duty, both in life and doc- 
trine ; as also for their liberal maintenance (that 
puy be still capable of improvement^ as^ the 
tim^ 



D:,t.:f:k« Google 



twtb 4H«ins^e8 **f»'T^reiieh the gospet, 'and^'aH 
tbeiffi'ftlsD, raay cheeVfuIly and conif(>i^%'K44 

(rf^the goBpel.^ ■ '■■■■■ 'i^'-v!: 

• ''Uff riiihi^ters now t)e silenceil :^irist' law for 
ttreacniiig cTowri, ihhdvatiron, orp*ople vexed for 

iVL.^M' . SIJU --t!) .■.i-yJ-' „v ■■^ i^,., -./L'. i..I.;. 

reiusing subjection to tnem, they may go te any 
peer or pariianient mahj. and by his national co^ 
VenW''(fieTiini8elfii^ving first tate'ii ii) require 
and enjoy' his 'aaistance to be righted; and to 
ftavenrs'oppressiog persecutor punisKed, what- 
ever he he laymSn or prelate!' Nay ii thoii caiist 

not look so high as these suiritual considerations; 

..1,-;-; ;i .rr - »; .rf..-- ) vj i,",-' , , , , ' 
yet o^r 4>oy«nabt,)s<sadEi as may make thee glad ; 

for if any shall now come upon the^ with, unlaw- 
Ibi hxks, will sii^yrife'thy^goods.' 'imprison thy 
person, &c. 'fhbu mayst go ip any'pe^ or Ktrlia-^ 
meht man, ana by virtue of this require assi^t- 
ancei And Ts not here cause of joy V''0 k}feh 
fee joyful afl'th^ people of the' land,' a;id sertp'-the 
Lord with gladness'.' "" . 

Jiiddi'a Jot Ert the Oath— « Sennon hy Johi Gcree, 
A(.A.l«41ti»il)K^l>y1Ioi:k5e'ofCoiidiUjiiJ. '~ 

'.' Believe it, that our courage will ^aunt our 
adversaries, and drive them away : the captain of 
that blackguard (the devil 1 mean) wUl^ye bacTcy 
if stoutly withstood — a valiant captain, when the 
field . is fought and the victory is got,^ bids^ 
* Bring in that cravant,' that milk-sop, who did 
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ran away ; hiss him, tnrri hira out of dobrs, as the 
shame of his country ;' when Christ shall come 
and call, and say to some white-livered men, 
' You were ashahied to appear for the strict ob- 
servation of the Lord's day, and ydufvould not be 
seeri to favour the Reformation, which by Eng- 
land's parliament, at such a time, was endea- 
voured, &c." 

Sermon bsfbre the Militia, by Simeon Asm, 1642. 

. " O created well-beloved's, you are black, and 
the sun hath looked on you, when you come out ^ 
and stand beside the standard-bearer among ten 
thousand I Oh, who are sick of love for this' 
Lord ! O for eternity's leisure to look on him, 
to feast upon a sight of his face ! O for the long 
summer day of endless ages to stand beside hira, 
and to enjoy him ! O time, O sin, be reiftoved 
Out of the way ! O day, O fairest of day's dawn« 
O morning of eternity, break out, and arise, that . 
we may enjoy this incomprehensible Lord ; and, 
therefore, O come ou i of tlie creature. Make not 
clay and the creature, whose mother is purum 
nihil — pure, mere nothing — your last end. Alas! 
make not the gospel of oar Lord Jesus a post- 
horse, to ride your own errands ; ot a covenant 
with the most high Lord, a chariot and sf stirrup, 
to mount up upon the height of your carnal antf 
clay projects. This is, as if one slrauld stop tfid 
entry of an oven with a king's robe r6yal." 

Sennon before Haasa of Oottmidtis, H44, 
liy S. Rutheribnl. 

Vol. II. I "I 
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" I say there is nothing that is worthy ike 
name of a plague, or that is a plague, which can 
Come from any other fountain or store-house, but 
only from God's wrath : from God it must come ; 
that is without all question. Affliction dbth not 
rise out of the dust, nor originally from any 
creature : all the devils in hell are not able to 
inflict one plague without God, nor kill a poor 
hog, &c. 

" You shall have one example of it [famine] 
in Samaria, when they were brought to that pass, 
that over night an asse's head — ^^that hath but little 
meat on it at the best, and poor meat it is — an 
asse's head shall be a king's dish ; that he shall^ 
give fourscore pieces of silver for it ; and a kab of 
doves-dung shall be worth a sufficient quantity of 
money, to be eaten : if God speak but the word, 
the next day a bushel of fine flour shall be sold 
for a shekel, though no man could imagine how, 
yet God made it good — you know the story." 

Sermon before Lord Mayor, 1644, 
by S. RlarehaU, B. D. 

** Consider, In the next place, as Christ is a way 
of quick riddance, so he is a sure way, a firm 
way, a hard way ; there is no fear of sinking while 
we keep this causeway, this road as I may call it. 
Gluts of rain makes some clayey, boggy ways 
sinking (both cart and man), and all may stick 
fest, and sinkin them. As for Christ, he is a way 
so rocky,,that all the rain that fells upon this way. 
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it runs away, it makes it never a jot the more 
sinking. A man may be as firm, as secure in the 
greatest storm as he shall be in the fairest Tvea- 
ther. I mean thus, Christ will not deceive — 
every thing in the world else will deceive a man, 
but Christ will never deceive him. You have ob- 
served sometimes, I know, some places that have 
been as green and fair o the eye, as the best way 
that ever men set foot into ; but set your foot into 
them, and you sink up to the neck — they are 
boggy quagmires." 

Seimon by Tobias Crispe, 1644. 

" Defile not the land with folse judgment, as 
much as the delinquents have defiled it by their 
offences ; let no man's life, nor no man's deaths 
witness against you; and in all the justice that 
you do, especially see, that it be out of pure love 
to justice, and no other respects whatsoever. 
Consider that of Jehu, Hosea, i. 4. God would 
avenge the blood of Jezreel upon the house of 
Jehu, yet the feet of Jehu in itself was justice ; 
and God said, * He had done all that was right 
in his sight :' therefore God may be avenged on 
yon, even for that which is a righteous action, if 
not done by you out of love to righteousness. 
Consider why the Lord hath brought all those 
evils upon our adversaries — hath not injustice 
and guilt of blood done it? God forbid, then, 
that partiality or friends should carry yon into 
the same sina! Remember, that as you JMdge 
1 2 others. 
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•diers, ao God will judge you, and men also. And 
conaider, that when we sttnd up to execute the 
judgments of the Lord, the Lord may oeaoe from 
bringing any further judgment! upon us." 

Sermon before tbe Court Hartial, horn/km, 
Sept. 5, IC44> bj Ant. Burgqs. 

" Let us bless God for the Parliament, for 
those worthies that have been raised up, that have 
eaeetl us of many burdens and superstitions. AH 
government it is a mercy, but now when they are 
raised up so as to be effectual in a reformation, 
and in working the will of (iod, this is much 
more. Beloved, any kipd of government is better 
th^n no government. There was a law amongst 
the Persians, that when their governor was dead, 
there should be a lawlessness for five days after 
— that every man should do what be would t now, 
for those five days, tliere was such kilhng and 
robbing, and such destroying one another, that, 
by the time the five days were over, they, were 
glad of a government again." 

Sermon at el«ting a Lord Mayor, 1(4^. 
by A. Bui;g;es. 

" That to be a covenant refuser, is a sin thai 
raakee the times perilous. To hejxrderis iKoscius, 
OT infosderalHtis.. For the understanding of this, 
you oauEt know that titere are two sorts of cove- 
nants : there are deWlish and hellish covenantSj 
and there are godly and religious coveaantB. 
First, tbete are devilish corenaats^— such »a 
Acts, 
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the holy league (as it was iinjustly called) in 
Frati(% against the Httgonites, iad that of our 
gunpdvVdei- traitors in England : such are oor O* 
ford covenants, for the destructioii of the parlia- 
ment and godly party. Now to refuse to take 
such covenants is not to make the time* perilous, 
but the takiitg of them makes the timee perilooa. 
Socon<)}y, there are godly and religious covenant! 
— such as Job, xsxi. 1 ; such as Vsalm cxix.; 
rach as 3 Chron. xv. 14; and such m this ia, 
which you are met to take thi» <Aiy : for yon an 
to swear to such thinga which 'yow ara bound te 
endeavour after, though you did not swear. Your 
swearing is not soiam vmculum, bwt novaim vin>- 
culwn ; is not the only, but tsnly » new and ani. 
Qther bond to tie you to the obedience of the 
things you swear unto ; which are so excellent 
and BO glorious that, if God give those that take 
k a hear;t to ke^ it, it vmll make thesti three 
kingdems the glory cf the world. And' as ow 
of the reverend commisMoners o£ Seodahd wd> 
when it was first taken, in a noost solemn matt-' 
aer at Westminster, l^ the parlkimeiit aAd th« 
asseinbly, that if the Pope should have this co- 
venant written upon a wall ower-against him, ait- 
ting in his chair, it would be unto him like the 
hftud-wpiting to Belshaazar ; cuiaing the joiatft cS 
his loifl& to loose, and his t:aee» to smite one 
againet «ioth«p : and t may add, that, if it hc 
faithfully 
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faithfully and fully kept, it will make all the 
devils in hell to tremble,, as fearing lest their 
kingdom should nqt long jitand- Now then for 
ft man to be an anti-covenanter, and to be such' a 
covenant refuser, it must needs- be a sin thaf 
makes the time perilous. The happiness or mi- 
^ly of England doth much depend upon the 
keeping or breaking of this covenant. If Eng- 
land keep it, England by keeping covenant' shall 
stand sure, according -to that te?t — Ezek. vii. 14. 
If England break it, God will break England in 
pieces ; if England slight it, God vrill slight Engr 
land ; if England' forsake it, God will forsake 
England. And this shall be written upon the 
tomb of perishing England — ' Here Ueth a na- . 
tion that hath broken .the covenant of their 
God.'" 

SermoD before Lord Mayor, on reoewin^ the Covenant, 
lfi45, by Ed. Calamy, D. J). 

f* Here then poor Exon, labouring under a well 
nigh four months tedious siege, mightest season- 
ably ask how many notes or bills were that while 
publicly put up for thee in the congregations in 
this place ? I have heard of one young man, that 
put up some two or three. And thou faithful 
Plymouth, together with thy cordial and con- 
siderable sisters and neighbours — Dartrtiouth, 
Barnstable, Lyme, Taunton, &c. mightest se^ 
cond this complaint with an outcry. Alas, poor 
helpless, and almost hopeless West ! And art thou 
alone;^ 
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'alone, as one bom out of due time ? Art thou the 
only speckled bird, the mountains of Gilboa, when 
other parts have the seasonable, comfortable dews 
of help and pity? First, O ye blinded mahg- 
nants! believe, in time, that the adverse party 
(called Cavaliers) are, beyond all that you have 
heard, blasphemous, treacherous, and cruel, against 
God and man, enemies and friends, promiscu- 
ously ; and do not refuse that instruction which 
hath been dearly purchased for you, by the blood 
and estates of others. Next, O ye neuters and 
carnal confounders! believe, in time, that God 
and men, both good and evil men, yea very Satan 
himself, doth abhor a neuter." 

Sermon by John Bond, B.L. 1645. 

" Who among us (seven years ago) imagined, ^ 
that this land should be healed of the two great 
plague-sores of this land — the tfommon prayer- 
book and episcopacy ; of the lesser scabs, of deans 
prebends, chancellors, archdeacons, choristers, 
promoters with, &c. ; together with their spiri- 
tual courts, and all the trumpery of their super- 
stitious ceremonies ? Pid yve imagine we should 
be healed of these scabs — that they should be 
thrown out as menstrous clouts, or as execrable 
winities ■ War, it ruins and spoils kingdoms, lays , 
desolate mens' dwellings, turns stately buildings 
into an heap of stones ; but peace repairs thos§ 
ruins, and makes the desolate places to be inha- 
bitedj and built up again. War maH^ a channel 

of 
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of blood to run throughoi^t tiff Iqqdi bi^t p^^ce 
makes it to flow with milk ^nd honey- W»r 
makes oqr fields to languish, and briqgs scarcity 
and cleanne^ of teeth ^n oi}r dw^llipgs ; but 
. peace makes our years drop fatness, and brit)gs in 
a fulness of blessings." 

Sermon, by C. Love, M, A. ^rst Day of tlw 
Treaty at Uxbridge, lp45. 

" Mankind naturally 9re altogeth^ uitsavouiy ; 
^ere is in men nQthipg but ipsipidity ^nd insul* 
sity, till they be seasoned with the salt of hfayenly 
doctrine, and the grace of Christ's spirit. Can 
that which is unsavoury be eat«n without salt, 
or is there any taste in the white of an egg ? An4 
some think that sycamore tree (Lukexis. 4,) is 
BO called because of its unsavoury fruit. All men 
are fresh men in the university of this world, till 
they be thus salted. Nay mankind naturally 
stinks in the nostrils of God and good men. as 
tainted flesh, or carrion in a ditch. Some thipgs 
which are degenerate, and have lost their natural 
property and use, are yet good for something. 
Clipped silver and washed gold are not good for 
the merchant and tradesman to traffic withal, yet 
may serve the goldsmith to throw into the fur- 
nace; but a scandalous minister is like salt, and 
like Jeremiah's girdle good for nothing. A rag 
.f ;* i.^ — 4. gj. jy ^ear, is fit for the dunghill; 
f salt is hurtful to very dunghills." 
Sermon, by T. Porter, M. A. 1649. 
" Have 



3.a.l,zedbyGOOg[C 



121 

- « Hwe we yet all ? No. There U ette pre^ 

CEtfnent meve o( sins ag^inti the state, i. Self 
^wer-F-Every man would rule, or bring the !»«< 
jcety of GnagiBtracy as low as theni8elve&->~« dan* 
gerpu^ preface to cutting of throats, an Adain^ 
it^sh, diabolical levelisw. 3. Self ends— Moat 
me^ ?ftre for their ctthioa, whiles the ship (tfcq 
CQiBHioa wel&re) is in danger. They are tike the 
Roman consul, that was deaf with delight in his 
gardei>, whiles the drums of the enemy beat at 
the walls of the city. 3. Sycophancy, with pre- 
tence of the common weai, to fill one's owo. 
ppcl^ets. Oh! this state eating, this common- 
wealth devouring! I wish I might seemeago 
quite beyond Jehu ; and, like Nehemiah, do that 
which all may bave a share in. Oh, England, I 
am afraid concerning thee; and London con- 
cerning thee." , 

Sermon, before Lord Mayor, 1650, 
by Nat. Hohaes, D. 0. 

'^ Make this heavenly advaptage of your coun- 
try-houses, as to adpiire the wonders of God that 
shine forth there round about you. Every flower 
in the garden, tree in the orchard — those several, 
beauties wherewith thou seest the earth he^ 
dpcked — may represent this wonderftil one, Jesus , 
Christ, in a delightful awiearance to thee; wboi 
is the sweetest of all things sweet; the beauty of 
all things beautiful ; the glory of all things glori- 
ous ; yea, whq is the form of e^'e^y form; the life 

of 
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of all lives ; that one eternal root and seed, out of 
which all other seeds and roots do originatlj' 
ipring. And all tdat multiplicity, diversity, con- 
trariety, which is seen in things here below, do 
meet, in the greatest simplicity and unity, in him : 
for it is unity that brought forth plurality, and all 
plurality is eminently comprehended in unity." 
Sermoo, before LotcI Mayor, by Mat- Bariitr, 1^1, 

" There are two great spiritual corporations : 
the one is, that whereof Christ is the head ; the 
other is, the corporation of hell, whereof the devil 
is the prince. Now all men, let them be of what 
profession they will, if they be not under Christ 
the head, they belong to another corporation s and 
their external visible profession alters not their 
spiritual relation. A lump of lead, whilst it is in 
the lump, it is a lump of base metal, called lead; 
melt this, and mould it into the form of a beast, 
what is it then ? — it is but a leaden beast; melt 
it, and mould it again into the form of a man — 
it is but a leaden man; melt it, and mould it 
again into the form of an angel — it is but a leaden > 
angel : so, I say, take a carnal man, an unrege- 
nerate man, he is a carnal man, whilst he profess- 
eth no religion. Suppose him, then, to profess 
himself a Protestant at large, he is but a carnal 
Protestant. Suppose him, next, to join himself 
into some church order — let him join with those 
that are called of the presbyterian way, he is a 
carnal Presbyterian. Take him off from that, 

put 
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put him into the congregational way, what ii 
he then ? — a carnal congr^ational man. Join 
him next, if you will, to those who deny our 
baptism, he is then but a carnal Anabaptist ; he 
is still a carnal, an ungodly man, belonging to the 
corporation of Satan, whatsoever his outside be ; 
and know ye all for certain, that no bastard, no 
Gibeonite, no hypocrite, no man unconverted, 
what gifts soever he may, have amongst men, he 
is no member of the church of Christ, unless the 
spirit of Christ be in him." 

S- Marshall, D.D. before I/ini Mayor, 1652, 

'' Sincere self-resignation is resolved upon deli- 
beration, and not a rash inconsiderate promise, 
which is afterwards reversed. The illuminated see 
that perfection in God, thatvanity in the creature, 
tjiat desirable sufficiency in Christ, and emptiness 
in themselves, that they firmly resolve to cast 
themselves on him, and be his alone ; and though 
they cannot please him as they would, they will 
die before they will change their master j but with 
self-depeivers it is not thus." 

" Hov^ long hath England rebelled against h\% 
(Christ's) gbvernment! Mr. Udal told them, in 
the days of Queen Elizabeth, that if they would 
qotset up the discipline of Christ in the church, 
Christ would set it up himself in a way that 
would make their hearts ache. I think their 
l^earts have ached by this time ; and as they 
judged 
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judged him to the ^lows for his prediction, m 
hath Christ executed them 'hy thousands for theii 
rebelHon against him ; and yet they axe as unwill- 
ing of his government as ever. The kings of the 
earth are afraid lest Christ's government should 
unking them. The rulers are jealous lest it will 
depose them from their dignities ; even the re- 
foraiere, that have adventured all to set it up, ar& 
jealous, lest it will encroach upon their power 
' and privileges. Kings are afraid of it, and think 
themselves but half kings, where Christ doth set 
up his word and discij^ine. Parliaments are 
afraid of it, lest it should usurp their authority. 
Lawyers are afraid of it, lest it should take away 
their gains, and the laws of Christ should overtop 
the laws of the land. The people are afraid of it, 
lest it will compel them to subjection to that hiw 
and way which their souls abhor. Indeed, if men 
may be their' own judges, then Christ hath no 
enemies in England at all; we are his friends, 
and all good Christians." 

Sermons by Bicbanl Baxter, preitekcd IS54. 

*' God in his word hath given the ingredients ; 
that's the garden of simples. Now the gospel 
minister, he gathers the simples, looks up the 
promises, or other useful portions of Scripture, 
and compounds them, and judgeth concerning 
the application of them to this or that soul ; thus 
he spreads a plaister. "Tis true, when all this 
is done, God's hand must make it stick to the 
soul; 
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loul ; bat yet thus he is an helper, Christ is the 
j^ysician ; the balm of Gilead is his, and he is- 
the physician there ; but the minister of_ the 
gospel is his apothecary," — " No gentleman leaves 
his parit without a keeper, but when he hath a 
design to di8[»rk it. When God takes away the 
dressers of his vineyard, the guides of his charch, 
it is much to be feared, he is about throwing 
down the hedge, and breaking up his dmrch, 
and this is very sad." 

Funeral Sermon for J. Cartn*, IB6S, 
by J. CaUingt, B. D, 

" Tis in the world as 'tis in a comedy ; there 
are sereral actors tllat have thdr several parts, 
which when they havfe acted they go off from thfe 
stage, and others come on : thus 'tis here with 
men upon the st(^ of the world, in the acting 
of their several parts as to service ; God ha*h this 
business for that man, this for another ; the ma» 
gistrate is to do so much, the minister to do so . 
much ; when they have done, then the all-dispos- 
ing providence of God removes Uiem, and others 
are raised up in their room, to bear up the name 
of God, and to be the instruments of his glorj'." 

Sfinnon at St. Paul's, 1656, by T. Jac«nb. - 

" The Wood of Christ is a heart-<:beariT^ thing; 
Its the only foundation and the only preserver of 
true joy. It will make the heart merry in adver- 
sity : it win create laughter in heaviness. Christ's 
blood is the only medicine for spiritual melan- 
choly. 
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eholy. When the church was drinking m ChHst'i 

wine-cellar, taking down this btood, how was 
her heart cheared !" 

" The sick sinner useth Christ uocivitly, dis- 
courteously: he frowns on him, he shuts the 
door on him, he reviles him : he beats him, stones 
htm, and yet the physician will not depart; 
though he seems to be angry, and to withdraw 
for a time, yet returns again. Christ will put up 
a thousand abuses, rather than sufier one of his 
elect to die in their sins. Though Christ see that 
we throw his physic in his face, that we tear and 
hum bis bills in his presence, that we send for 
empyrics, and prefer their advice . before his, yet 
he waits with patience, and will not be driven 
away by the worst usage." 

Sermons by Ralph Robinson, 1656. 

" The crab in the fable having wounded the ser- 
pent to death, in recompence of his crooked life, 
iind at last perceiving him to streak out himself. 
At oportuit sic vixisse (saith he), it is too late 
now, thou shouldst have lived so; ye may easily 
add the moral, P^ce illis (saith St. Ambrose), qui 
tunc hahuerunt terminum luxurice, cum vita*. 
Woful is the case of those procrastinating sinners 
whose lives and lusts have their ends together " 

Sermon at Bow Church, 1857, by Iraac Craven. 

" And now, give me leave to speak a few 
things to you ; first, as you are men, citizens, 

and 
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and Christians; seccmdly, as you are (many of 
you) in a more publick capacity, magistrates and 
governors. First, as men, Christians, &c. let jus- 
tice and mercy be written in capital letters in all 
your hearts; and let this be every one of your 
mottos, * Do justly, love mercy :' let this be as a 
seal upon your heart, as a seal upon your right 
arm. TTien stiall this great city be called the 
City of Righteousness, a feithfiil city. Ye can 
never consult so well for your interest and ad- 
vant:^ as by this. There are the strongest argu- 
ments for it in the world ; it is good, and good for 
you." 

Sermon before Lord Mayor, 1657, by J. Wells, B, D, 

" Again, thou shalt have none but a company 
of damned souls, with an innumerable company 
of devils, to keep company with thee. While 
thou art in this world, the very thoughts of the 
devil's appearing to thee, makes thy flesh to trem- 
ble, and thine hair ready to stand upright on thy 
h^d. But O ! what wilt thou do, when not only^ 
the supposition of the devil's appearing, but the 
real society of all the devils in hell will be with 
thee, howling and joaring, shrieking and roaring, 
in such a hideous manner, that thou wilt even be 
at thy wit's ends, and be ready to run stark mad 
again for anguish and torment !"' 

Bimyftn'n Groans of a Damned SouL 

" In this case of unavoidable differences 

^njongst g^qd men, there ought to be mutual 

charity. 
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charity, meekness, nioderati(Hi> tolerance, hutna- 
nity, used ; not to judge, despise, reject, inautt 
over one another; not to deal with our weaker 
brethren as with ahens, but as with btethren; 
not to proceed presently unto separation, rqec- 
tioD> anathematization, but to restore those that 
are overtaken with any error with the spirit of 
meekness." 

Seimon before a Conventioa of Parltamenty 
by E. Reynolds, D. D. 1657. 

*' I have observed it amongst Christians in our 
days, that one day such an o|:finion being abroad, 
you shall have one tampering with that, and 
there he drops a little of his spirituality ; by and 
by with another, and there he dropsr a little more ; 
then another, there too he drops a little more) 
till in the end his spirituality (I mean that spi- 
ritual frame of heart which before he had) is quite 
lost; which being gone, he i^ like another man, m 
peevish, foolish, light-spirited, as any." 

TiHinpham's Elijah's Maotle, 1658. 

- " Sometinries the unseasonable opposing of an 
ensar doth but increase it; the water "which 
would slide away without any noise, if it be 
dammed un, rises and- becomes considerable ; that 
fire which would go out if let alone, being stirred 
and a^tated becomes a great flame." 

Scrmoa before Ircton, Lord Mayor, 1659, 
by J. Toropler, B. D, 

" What • 
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" What if now the house should foil J What 
if my foot should slip ? What if I should be 
trodeti iiuder foot in this press, or drowned in 
this sweat ? What if the boat should overturo, or 
the horse should throw me? What would become 
of me if my meat should choak me, or my' drink 
should quench my life? What then! If I be not 
well provided, I go down in a moment to hell. 

" He would be accounted a wise man who had 
an art by a penny to raise an estate of many thou- 
sand pounds. But he is far wiser, and hath a 
greater reach, who by the good use of this mo- 
ment, obtains the inheritance of sngels, yea of the 
Son of God, gets possession of the ever-living 
good, and settles himself in the joys of a never- 
dying life." 

Funeral Sermon of S. Jacomb, B. IX 
by 1:9. Patrick, B. D. 1659. 

** Let him look to it, that withholdeth more 
than is meet : this is the more likely man of the 
two to be found shortly on a dunghill. If thou 
wilt secure thyself from be^ary, keep not Gotft 
beggars from thy door; nor send them away 
empty who^ needs, though not their tongues, 
cry in thine ears, ' Give, for the Lord's sake.* 
Fear not to loose by laying out. Thy laying up 
what thou shouldst lay out hath the most danger 
in it. The divine curse may wither that in thine 
hand which thou boldest fast against the divine 
command.*' 

Sermon by T. Gouge, 1678- 

voi,. II. K The 
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TTie i^ight man. " He ti a hearty enemy to 
all factions in religion, as knowing the file and 
soul of Christianity is often eaten out hy them. 
All dividing principles he abhors ; and as nrndi 
as he loves truth, he is not less concerned for 
peace. And he is better pleased with one ifl- 
stance of his charity in con^posing, or his zeal 
in suppressing, religious diflerences, than with 
twenty of his skill and abilities in disputing 
them : for he knows that Iqve is more acoeptabl? 
to God than a right opinioo ; and to be a martyr 
rather than divide and read the church,- is not 
less glorious than to be a martyr for refusing to 
o£fer sacrifices to idols." 

Archbishop Sharp's Sermoni, 1$80. 

*' If to be carried awjiy with every vanity and 
whimsy, to be swayed by every unreasonable hu- 
mour and lust, to be a slave to every man's frolic 
and bent, to try the utmost strength of our 
bodies, to run a course of all diseases, to undergo 
ail reproach and infamy, to spend our estates 3nd 
time in pursuit of short life, rotten bones, and 
wretched poverty ; if this be pleasure, th«u for 
certain there is enough of it to be found in a dis- 
solute and vitious life.** 

Seiinon before W. III. by Ben. Calamy, D. P. 

*' To introduce self-murder with an act of wor- 
shipping God, how monstrous is this ! To own 
God by prayer, and to affront him by murder ; 

and 
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■nd to make the one preparatory to ttie othei' 
To pray for pardon before, and commit the «o 
after ; to repent before the sin, and th&n sin upon 
that repentance! What prodigtons absurdities 
are there in wickedness! None is so much a 
monster as a sinner, who is a moral monster. 
This way of preparing for death, when death is 
sflf-murder, is astonishing, is enough to confound 
the reason of mankind." 

Sennou on Self-murder, by 3, Jeflerj, D. D. tTW. 

"Those whom Providence has placed in » 
lower sf^ere in the world, whose chief soUcitpde 
is to provide for the hard -exigenciea of a iniseraUe 
life, muBt have their minds as humble and narrow 
as their fortunes ; and owe the little improvemeuit 
of both to the condescension of their superior^ 
and consequeDtly think and act as they are di- 
rected, at second'hand." 

nbyH. Sacheverell, I70I. 



"•Whence come wars and fightings, the burn- 
ing of cities, and the desolation of countrlefi? 
What is tiie reason that, as Tully observes, Man- 
kind are the most fatal enemies to each other, 
that all the famines and earthquakes, the plague^ 
and inundations, all the accidents of nature, and 
the scourges of heaven, have not swept aWay so 
many lives, nor made such ravage and devasta- 
tion, as the sword ? Why, it is ambition which 
hfrtli occasioned alt this ruin and baitt&rity ; it Is 
, K 3 empire. 
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•m^Hie, And dwt tbcy call glory. It is to get the 
power to eQBlave and destroy, to be more migfaty 
to do mischief, which pushes the Ninrods of the 
earth to these acts of violence." 

Sennon by Jer. Collier, H.A. 1726- 

^' Whose power was it that framed this beau- 
tiful and stately fabric, this immense and spa- 
cious world } That stretched out the north over 
the empty place, and hanged the earth upon no- 
thing? That formed those vast and numberless 
6rba of heaven> and disposed them into such re- 
gular and uniform motions ? That appointed ii« 
sun to rule the day, and the moon and the stan 
to govern the night? That so adjusted their 
-several distances as that they should neither be 
ecorched by heat, nor destroyed by cold ? That 
"encompassed the earth with air, so wonderfully 
contrived, as at one and the same time to support 
clouds for rain, to afford winds for health and 
traffick, to.be proper for the breath of animals 
by its spring, for causing sounds by its motion, 
for transmitting li^t by its transparency ? That 
fitted the water to afford vapours for rain, speed 
for traffick, and 6sh for nourishment and deli- 
cacy? That weighed the mountains in scales, 
and the hills in a balance; and adjusted them 
in their most proper places for fruitfiiliiesa and 
health ? That diversified the climates of the earth 
into Quch an agreeable variety, that in that great 
' difference, 
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diflferehce, jret each one has its proper seasons, 
day and night, winter and summer? That 
toothed the face of the earth with plants and 
flowers, 80 exquisitely adorned with various and 
. inimitable beanties, that even Solomon in all his 
glory was not arrayed like one of ^em ? That 
replenished the worid with animals, so different 
from each other in particular, yet all in thtf 
whole so much alike ? That framed with e^^ui- 
site workmanship the eye for seeing, and other 
parts of the body necessarily in proportion ; with-^ ■ 
out which no creature could have long subsisted } 
Tliat beyond all these things, endued the soul of 
men with &r superior faculties, with understand- 
ing, judgment, reason, and will ; with faculties 
whereby, in a most exalted manner, God teaches 
lis more than the beasts of the field, and makes 
us wiser than the fowls of heaven ?" 

Semon by 9. Oarke, D. D. 1730. 
"• It is undoubtedly in the power of evety 
clergyman, as such, to do a great deal of good ; 
and according as he is able, he is required to do it. 
As bad as the world is (and God knows it is bad 
enough), yet still the ministers of Christ are not 
despised merely for being so. Let them behave 
themselves as they should do, act in character, 
deserve respect, and they will seldom fail of it. 
Then those only will despise them, by whom, 
really, they should chuae to be despised," 

Sermoa by J(Ad Doughty, M. A. 17'*0. 
« Truth 
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" Truth and falsehood have the ralatioa to escl^ 
other of good and evil; and this is an euentiaL 
4iDteren.ce, as we mvy l^rn from hence, thaii truth, 
is the attribute of God, and consequently aa es^ 
sential good> and its opposi&a, falsehood,, muat ha 
Uiuwisfe an. ossoatial evil ; so that there al^ay« it- 
evil iWier& there is not truth. T^ixth libewise i& 
a part of natural justice which we owe to one 
another ; for whenever we lie to our neighbour, w« 
lead him into wrong aotionK, either of pecsons ox 
•things ; and mistakes in. eithec kind niay^ prove 
]ti«judicial to him : so thai to tpeak tmth to our 
neighbour is^a branch of that justice hy whicb. wv 
^xe obiigedto-donomanany wroag" 

Bwmon by Bithop Shr rlockj 1755. 

** .Our Saviour comperes his doctrine to a treB> 
sure ; and such it certainly is to all who find ani 
diligently obey it. But there is this peculiarity 
jn it, that the more it is communicated to others, 
the more enjoyment we have from it ourselves. 
Its good eifects return upon us in proportion as it 
is more plentifully imparted to others ; uid our 
satisfactions are increasadby conveyifig it to other 

people." 

Sermoa by Bishop CornwalUi, 1766. 

" "Why, say you, these Methodists are pre- 

is people : they can tell us whether we 

to heaven or no. Good Mr. Rogers, a 

loanerges, preaching in the mpuntains, 

said, 
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said, * Christ is heaven, if 1 ivonhip Oo4 here, 
and do all to God, and for God, without any 
hopes of reward upon the earth/ My dear 
brethren, the devils would never be troubled with 
auch a wretch in hell, he would set all hell in an 
tiproar. If a true metbodist was to go to hell, 
the deril wAuld say, Turn that methodist out, 
he is come to torment cts ; Hierefore you must be 
converted, if you will go to heaven. — My Mends 
wanted me to mount the church betimes, they 
wanted me to knock my bettd against the pulpit 
too young ; but how A>me young men stand up 
here and there and preach, 1 don't know how it 
may be to them; but God knows how deep a 
concern entering into the ministry and preaching 
was to me ; I have prayed a thousand times till 
the sweat has dropped from my face like rain, 
that God, of his infinite mercy, would not let me 
enter the church before he c^ted me to, and 
thrust me forth in his work." 

SenuOo by G. WbiteSeld, M. A. 17«9. 

" Some have carried their public-spiritedness 
too far, and piqued themselves on manifesting 
good-will to their fellow-creatures by undertak- 
ings out of their province, and even beyond their 
abilities; while their proper neighbours, those 
with whom they had close connexions, and tl^eir 
proper business, that which their circumstances 
bound them to mind, were disregarded : an inju- 
dicious 



3.n.iized by Google 



130 

diddiu conduct, when it prooftedt fn>m the best 
intentions ; but highly blameable, if vsnity, or > 
meddling temper, be the source of it : on which 
he%d these persons would do well to examine 
themselves. But the far mope ordinuy fauh ii 
the opposite one — narrowing the bounds of our 
friendly diepositioa, and excluding those from the 
benefit of being our neighbours who have a right 
to it.'' 

SecVer'B SeniuHU, 1770. 

^' God, the great father of the world, of hia imT 
nienae bounty, has created you a reasonable beings 
has given you powers and faculties elevated fa.T 
^ybove the animal world, capable of the noblest 
enlargement, capable of the knowledge of him, 
of nature, of yourselves; capable of producing 
^1 those fruits of good science and good practice^ 
which are the d^ity, the ornament, the prero- 
gative, of your race. And can you weakly imd 
vainly suppose, that there is no duty incumbent 
upon you to improve and to enlai^ those Acui- 
ties ? If so, they are given you in vain ; and you 
are insensible of that which is the distinguishing 

excellence of your nature." 

Dodcfs SentHnu, I77I. 

" For every one shall be salted with fire, and 
everv sacrifice shall be salted \yith salt. Text,— 
Now, if such be the sense of the words, they con- 
tain the fullest and most decisive proof of tha^ 
^remendous doctrine, the eternity of future pu- 
nishmeatSj, 
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niihmentSj which is any where to be met with in 
Scripture. For the words, being given ai a reas6n 
and explanation of the doctrine, are not suscep- 
tible of any vague interpretation, like the words 
eternal or everlasting, in which it is usually ex- 
pressed; but must necessarily be understood as 
implying and affirming the literal truth of the. 
thing, for which they would account. And, thif 
being supposed, you see the use, the unspeakable 
importance of this text, as addressed to all be- 
lievers in Jesus.** 

Sermon by Sishop Hurd, 1773. 

** Infiddity, which of late hath spread itself 
through all orders of men, the lowest not ex- 
cepted. This article of charge needs no proof: 
for, besides the multitude of proi^sed infidels, 
Srho ^usp at the character as a. title of honour, 
and even struck beyond the bounds of modera- 
tion to obtain it ; besides these, I say, the growing 
tbsregard of the ordinances of religion, the total 
neglect and disuse of them by some, and the 
hypocritical abuse, and formal inefiectual attend- 
^ce upon them by others, are latal proofs of the 
prevalence .of infidelity ; and plainly shew, that 
the generality even of those who retain the Chris- 
tian name, do either in their hearts reject the " 
gospel as &lse; or, which comes to the saip^ pur- 
pose, reckon it a matter of small importance whe- 
ther the gospel be true or npt." 

Seimoa by Robert Walker, 1775. 
"How 
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" How mach of the short life is worn awti^ 
in a tedious preparati<m for one hour't stately 
appearuice io this sacred jJace ! And how much 
of that part of the short life is rufBed and dis- 
composed, by taking too much * thought what 
th^ shall put on, or wherewithal they shall be 
clothed !' With what pains and skill, and over- 
studied exactness, and expence of precious time, 
are all their ornaments disposed and adjusted! 
And with what excessive vanity and i^fectation 
are they afterwards drawn forth and displayed ! 
How watchful are they to attract improper defer- 
ence, uoseasoaable respect! How forward to 
hc^ for, and how ready to accept, universal ho- 
mage and obnsanee! How nice, how el^nt, 
how artful, in the various positions of the body ! 
la what divenity of lights are these pictures set, 
in order to be viewed at di^renC points of light, 
and to demand the looks, the thoughts, the 
contemptations, the wh<^ attention of the be- 
holders !" 

Sermon by lUc. Ncfntim, D. D. publisbed 1784. 

*' When by attention we discover any wrong 
inclination {m>mpting us to action, the rule of 
keeping the heart requires us instantly to stop 
and refuse compliance, whatever effort it may 
cost OS. As it is by repeated indulgence that 
wrong inclinations become fixed habits and dis- 
positions of the heart, so it is by repeated refu- 
sals 
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fial» to comply with thefo ikiKt ^«f wust be 
driven from thdr seat, and their poww and ioAu- 
ence be dissolved. When any wrmig incltmtiosi 
is discovered^ it must, I say, be iiwEuitly rejeoted. 
Doubt and hesitation, in a plain eaa^, are daBgu*- 
ous> and commonly fetal tfr our virtue. Our 
safety lies in an absolute and instantaneous refusal 
to gratify such inclinations, whenever they are 
perceived. And it is to be obserted, that vicious 
inclinations, though thus once and again re- 
pressed, will continue to rise, upon renewed pro- 
vocation and temptation, like enemies accustomed 
to victory, who, though defeated, will often return 
to the chaige, till their force be quite spent." 

Sermon by Dr. Di7>dale before 1785. 

" Did you only preserve yoorself cO[llp<»ed for 
a moment, you would perosire'the insignificancy 
of most of diose provocations which you mag- 
nify so highly. When a few suns more have 
rolled over your head, the storm will have of 
ilself subsided; the cause oF your present im- 
patience and disturbance will be utterly for- 
gofaten. Can you not, then, anticipate this 
hour of calmness to jiourself ; and begin to en- 
joy the peace which it will certainly bring? If 
.otherk have behaved improperly, leave them to 
their own folly, without becoming the victim of 
their caprice, and punishing Fyourself on their 
account. Patience, in this exercise of it, cannot 

be 
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be too much studied by all who wish tfaeir Tife' 
to flow 'in a imooth stream. It is the reason of 
a man, in oj^xHttion to the passion of a child. It 
is the enjoyment of peace, in (^position to up- 
roar and coofusioD." 

Sermon I7 Dr. H. Bkir, toL iii. 1790. 

** Of all the methods of avoiding the contagion 
of vice in the juvenile periods, none is more 
factual than a resolution to ,avoi(J bad company. 
It has been confirmed by unerring experience, 
that a young man cannot mix with corrupt asso- 
ciates without catching their corruption. Indeed 
the very choice of such society is a proof that 
there already subsists an inherent propensity to 
assimilate their manners. Where this is the case, 
degeneracy and ruin are scarcely to be avoided. 
But let all those who really wish to preserve their 
innocence be most anxiously cautious in selecting 
tile persons vrith whom they intend to continue 
an intercourse. Let them attend to the general 
voice, respecting the characters of those into 
whose society they are likely to be introduced. 
^e characters of most men, so 'far as their gene- 
ral conduct is concerned, are, for the most part, 
known with sufficient accuracy." 

Sermon by V. KAox, B. D. 1793. 

*' Some people, one should suppose from their 
behaviour, are solicitous to know what degree of 
goodness will carry them to heaven ; as if they 

did 
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did not wish to be a sctuple better ^an tb^ 
need be. I should verily doubt whether such 
nice celculatora have any religion at- aH. It is 
plain, that they wish not to hare more than u 
absolutely neoessaiy : and I diink a man can have 
veiy little religion unless he wishes to have as 
much as he can. God'Almighty has not balanced 
things in this light manner ; at least, he keeps 
this matter amtmg the secrets of eternity. Tbe 
rule he gives us is, ' Be ye perfect, as yonr 
heavenly Father is perfiact;* that is. Do Ae bert 
you can yourselves, and then trust God through 
the merits of Christ, . Giod will chuse such for his 
servants a« follow this rule the bert." 

Sennon br W. Gapin, i:9». 



THE aUAKERS, OR FSIENIIS. 

George Fox, the son of respectable parento, 
residents at Drayton, in Leicesb^vhire, was ap- 
prenticed to a shoemaker, deaW in wool, and 
gr^er, and at the age of SO hud the foundation 
of the Society of Friends or Quakers, which pro- 
duced a superstructure altt^ether unparalleled in 
the history of religion; one whidi has effected a 
complete revolution in the manners and habits of 
.a very large proportion of the inhabitants of Eng- 
land, and had nearly established an empire of its 
own in North America, Mr. Clarksoa accounts 
most correctly for the success this youthful 
preacher 
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pmflcher mot liridi, ift his Portraitlife of Qoaker- 
inn. " There wu a great nuinber of persorrt 
in the Iraigdom (1643) ^"^j approving neither of 
the TeKgion of the ett^Ushment, nor of that of 
^ke di&rent denominationB ^uded to, withdrew 
trom the <:oaimunton of every visible chufch. 
Tbcse were ready to follow any teacher who 
n^fat incdleate doctrines that coincided with 
l^r own appfebendons." The account given of 
fait pn^reu through several counties, where he 
ctnutantly argued and taught, exhibits a melan- 
dboly picture -of the unsettled gloomy state of 
the pablic mind ; but it is very evident from his 
manner of pcoceeding, that priests, professors, 
mi^trates, and people, were not at that time 
persecutors, or it is evident his career would soon 
have ended, not, as it was .sometimes interrupted,, 
through stoning, sitting in the stocks, and the 
prison, but at the stake or gallows ; for he most 
uii}Ufti6ably interrupted the pn^ress of divine 
atrvic^ for the purpose of inculcating his own 
reveries and conceptions of various passages io 
the Scriptures. 

' I have hitherto said nothing of the manners of 
ibe FHends, as they are distinct from those of 
every ether elass of society, and because they 
actually form part of their religion. Their parti- 
cular religiouB opinions do not come under my 
feviewj I shall, therefore, merely endeavour to 
evbit)^ the Quakar as be appears to the common 
observer. 
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observer. It is faid, tbey received the term 
{Quakers from Mr. Bennet, a justice of the peaoc 
£6r the torni of Derby, who, having been wsrasA 
by Fox to tremble at the word of the Loi^, mti 
himself called a Quaker or tresibler. This may 
or may not be the £ict ; but he that thinks pro- 
per to visit a meeting, when the Spirit hu 
prompted a Bermon> wilt perceive other reasoai 
for the distiqction. 

Ilie undaunted front of that enthusiast com<- 
manded attention from the weak and wavering of 
every sec^ who were at all times ready to defend 
his causey which had much novelty to recommend 
it. We paamot, in consequence, be surjmsed, that 
Fos, at ihe age of 38, was so far intoxicated with 
success as to suppose that he received a divine 
impulse on Peodle hill, Yorkshire; whence he 
beheld hofta of people in extatic vision, who were 
to becoqie proselytes to his doctrities. An hun- 
'dred arguments have, and will be brou^it to 
prove, that he was the actual bearer of a comr 
mission irom the Creator, especially directed to 
bim for the accompTishment of a total revolution 
in church and state; I add state, far it vras 
Utterly impossible that ids tenets, and the customs 
of govemors and priests, could exist bother. A 
man tblis impelled by an authority, which oi^iht 
in all cases to be irrewtibley could meim nc4htiig 
less than a complete change in all things. Hence 
those who vrere not convinced by the arguments 

of 



3.n.iized by Google 



144 

of himself and the sixty preachers he had ap- 
pcHnted before his death, were reduced to the 
alternative of quietly acquiescing in their opinions, 
or dttiying the truth of his assertion, that the 
Divinity prompted and supported him. 

That Fox and his teachers acted from purc> 
motives is extremely probable ; and that his life 
was innocent and amiable in all his private rela- 
tions is admitted by his most strenuous opposers ; 
but it was shocking in the Quakers to say, those 
persons died miserable and untimely deaths 
through their opposition. The pretensions he 
made, or was attributed to him, of healing the 
sick by miracle, and foretelling events by prophe- 
cy, deserved reprobation and punishment, and de- 
monstrated that the majority were perfectly correct 
in denying the assumed origin of his mission. 

That I may be justified in what I have ad- 
vanced, I b^ leave to cite the very words of 
George Fox, which contributed their part in de- 
ranging the (acuities of his admirers. " For 
truly when I was in Lancaster prison, I looked 
out of the bars of the window in the tower, and 
saw the angel of the Lord God, with Ms drawn 
glistering swotd, shaking it over this nation, to 
execute God's vengeance, and the court was aU 
as afiaadngfire ; and this I saw before the be- 
ginning of the Dutch war, before the plague^ 
and before thejire^* 



A few 
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, A few pxtracts from Fox's ■'* Semething, ■ in 
answer to all such as falsely say, the Qtukkersiar* 
no Christians," wHl explain l^e. nature of Ms 
attacks on the Church of England. " We ^re 
built upon Christ Jesus, the true rock and, fpint. 
dation,:" hence he denies his followers were "a 
branch from any sect." " Oaths and swearing 
in the time -of the Old Testament were lawful ; 
but Christ in His New Testament fiwhids all 
oaths and swearing." " If we swear, contrary to 
the express command of Christ and the Apostles, 
we go contrary to the express command <rf Christ 
and the Apostles : we go contrary to true Christi- 
anity/' " We would not pay tythes, Ea?ter reck-r 
onings, and Midsummer dues, Petec pence, and. 
repairing qJ" their (so called) churches or temples, 
which tha/ call the Hottse of God." " And hath 
not this bag, and staff, and tythes, and Easter 
reckonings, and Midsummer dues, and these tent' 
pies, with the cross at the end of M«n,. and 
which they ci^ll the house of God, been, set up 1^ 
tiie Papists, who have erred from the true C^st 
and his conimand, that was in the Apostles days, 
and is now." " We deny that natural tongues 
and arts, which they learn at the schools and 
colleges, do make ministers of Christ Jesus ; wi. 
they must be distinguished by white coats or 
black coats, or tippets, or hoods, and be called 
masters, or lord bishops, and popes holiness.* 
*' We will not sprinkle infants, and sign them 
VOL. II. L with 
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mth the sign of the cross, and have god-fathers 
and- god-oiothers." " Another thing they say, 
We -deny the sacrament of the Lord's Supper." 
" And do you not find fault with us, because vre 
do not hear the organs, and praying by a set 
prayer made ready to our hands.*' " And is there 
not reelect of persons amongst you, because of the 
gold ring and gay clothing; and doth not James 
reprove such ? And because we do not observe 
days-, and months, and times, and years, and 
Christmas and Easter and Whitsun-tide, and 
other hoTydays, as you call them, therefore yott 
sfty wearenot Christians." — I beg -leave to eon'- 
dude this list of dissentients with one paragraph 
more. " So here Christ set up the true worship, 
above 1600 years ago, in the spirit and in the 
trath ; and therefore every man and woman must 
come to the spirit and truth of .God in their own 
hearts, -by which they must know the God of 
tnith, who is a spirit, before they can worship 
him iti spirit and truth;" which is intended to 
prove the whtJe world to have been in error till 
Geoige Fox received the divine oommand to re- 
form all men. " And if all Christendom had kept 
to this worship, that Christ set up above 16'00 
years ago, then they would not have invented so 
many worships, and persecuted about them. And 
Ctiis is the worship we own." 

Now, it is very plain that every Christian aect 

Sieves- itseK to be exclusively in the right, 

thou^ 
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though in taoM innOnces thej ft^^ lathe liboA* 
table belief, that each may obtaiit salvation by 
moral lives atid strict piety ; it fdllcwM therefoM 
as a necessary conseqoence, that every Mict in 
England ronsidered Fox and his adherents in 
the- wrong, and himself as one of tbe inventors 
of worships he condemned- Through this cir- 
cumstance all men were against them, and they 
censured and reviled in retom, but were unable 
to punish ; and therefore we are yet to learn whe* 
ther persecution attaches to original Quakerism; 
Were we to ai^e from the invincible spirit of 
obstinacy with which they endured " tryals of 
mockings, sconigings, and imprisonments, and 
Btoniogs," for violating the sanctity of religious 
rites in all places of worship bdt their own, for 
writing insolent letters to priests, magistrates, the 
Protector, and the King, and returning to the 
chai^ with redoubled zfeal the moment they 
escaped coercion, we must find a result strongly 
tending to that spirit which prepared the fire fw 
heretics. 

He that undertakes to accomplish any particu- 
lar point, contrary to the general opinion of man- 
kind, must expect opposition and resentment, 
nor has he the slightest reason to complain, if hfe 
becomes the victim of his pertinacity; and this 
was precisely the case with the Quakers. But, 
far from admitting the above principle, they com- 
plained loudly of the persecution they received 
h 2 for 
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Jttr persecuting i and could not bear the idea of 
being denied the title of Christians, wheti they 
had actually [>ronounced every main in existence, 
not admitted into their sect, to be umoortky of 
the name, and mere pagans or idolaters. No- 
thing could be more oppressive and wicked than 
the attempt to suppress their meetings ; at the 
same time, it was perfectly justifiable in George 
Fox to enter what church he pleased, there to 
interrupt the service, and contradict every thing 
the preacher advanced. In a defence of the 
people called Quakers, published in 1699, in 
which the writer examines the Relation of the 
West Dereham conference, issued by the Clergy 
of Norfolk, it is said : 

" Relation, p. 4, — 'They told us, we are going 
about most vnckaritabhf to damn them all. 

"Animadversion. — Artd so they were ; but that 
neither was nor is in their power to do, thanks 
be to God through our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ. They have indeed invaded the regal 
power of Christ, and taken upon them to bind 
and loose, as though they were the successors of 
Peter ; but wherein do they truly succeed him ? 
Is it not rather in denying of his master, than 
in owning of him ; Jbr they neither appear to 
lis to follow him in Jaith, doctrine, humility, or 
patience, nor in any other characters of that pe- 
nitent and self-denying apostle and minister of 
Christ:' 

Admit 
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Admit the Cler^ and their opposers- generally 
to have been scurrilous and abusive to the utmost 
against the sect, was the above language derived- 
from the spirit and truth of God; or- had-tbe 
writer or writersj in the words of Fox, " come to 
the spirit and truth of God in their own hearts ?''. 
Does the New Testament offer a single text from 
the lips of Christ of the abovedescription. If this 
is the fact, where is the superioritj' of manners 
produced by original Quakerism ? " But our 
defence against them is," continues the meek 
author, " the shield of fiiith, which is able to 
quench all the fiery darts of the devil." 

The same work contains several letters that 
passed between Henry and John Meriton, aiid 
Laurence Parke, three clergymen who proposed 
a disputation to the Quakers in West Derehaift 
church : one of those from the priests compliments 
the Quakers fcfr discontinuing " that tinherty-lan- 
guage, • greedy dogs, Babylon's merchants, devil- 
driven dungy gods, witches, bloodhounds, Sor , 
domites, gimcracks, wheelbarrows, and tatterde-< 
inalions,* applied to the clergy ; and as the 
charge is not denied by Ashby, Hubbard, Phillip? 
and Case, the " Friends," there cannot be a doubt 
those vile terms were applied to the priesthood 
generally ; and which were a counterpart to the 
commencement of " An Answer to the Certifi- 
cate of the Inhabitants of West Dereham," &c. 
** Whereas they say th^t West Dereham is an 
exceeding 



CyGOOgtC 



150 

exMeding imall salary for a minister, nhic^ dis^ 
couraged most meo from supplying the cure," &«. 

" Let it be observed, that had the salary been 
greater, it is likely it had not wanted a supply to 
the cure: so that a greater salary, a greater in- 
ducement ; a little salary, 3 Ijttle indjicement ; and 
no salary, no inducement at all : according to 
the old proverb, ' No money, no cure ; or, * no 
penny, no paternoster.' But is this a mark of a 
true- minister? or is it not directly contrary to 
Christ's word and commands } Mat. x. 7, 8." 

Such were the manners of die Quakers before 
1700 ; and as tbs quotations I have given are 
indisjNitable authorities, we must admit, in com- 
mon hones^, that the profession of Quakerism 
had not then mended the inward nian, however 
the exterior might have assumed the appearance 
of gravity and humility. 

A few specimens from two folio volumes, 
printed in I753, and sent officially in 1804 as a 
■present to Sion Coll^ ; with what motives the 
Clergy of' that College oould not be ignorant, 
entituled, "A Collection of the suflTerings of the 
people called Quakers from 1650 till the passing 
p( the Toleration Act, 1689." 

" In the sanoe year X655, George Bayley, for 
Speaking to the people in the steeple-house of the 

■ li called St. Giles's in the fields, after the 

t had ended his sermon and prayer, was 

to r^ew. Prison, at^ three days »fter removed 

to 
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yeBsiotii, when no accuser appeared against him> 
and the court seemed wiUing to dischai^ him ; 
but demanded of him a submission and acknow- 
ledgement of his o^nce. He answered that he 
could not do so without hypocrisy ; because his 
consdence did not accuse him of any offence. 
This innocent boldness they called obstinacy, and 
thereupon required sureties of his gOodbehariour; 
for refusing which they sent him to 'Bridewell, 
where he was-above ten weeks.** 

In 1659, John 'Tysoe, when at one of the 
meetings of hii own brethren, in Brmtford, "fiU 
under a great concern o/* ndnd to go t9 tht 
steeple-heuse there, where he b^n to exhorl 
the people to repentance and ths fear of the 
Lord." This man met with nimmaiy punish- 
ment — was put in the stooks, and finally iKnt 
to Newgate. 

After the Restoration, we are informed, Bimy 
Quakers were sent to prison; and, spedcing -tit 
Newgate, the compiler of this work saya, from % 
den of thieves it had become an home of |ff*y«r 
and preaching. In the 398th pagv of the 6n( 
volume it i^ acknowledged, that two^ of the pw 
sons who had died during their iti^ritonmiMiC 
were conveyed to the meeting at the Bull and 
Mouth, for the purpose of making a public fiue- 
ral triumph; but the Lord Mayor Bateman issued 
bis warrant to the parish officers of St Anne 

and 
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ynd St. Agnes, commanding them to eeiae tlte 
bodies, and bury theni in the church-yard, which 
they performed. 
, *' On the 1 1th of the same month (September), 
1664, the Lord Mayor, Alderman Brown, the 
Sheriffs, and several officers and watchmen, came 
to the Bull and Mouth, meeting, (where, it should 
be observed, they had before been expelled, and 
actually held their meeting opposite the door in 
the street.) X^e Mayor, at his entrance, expressed 
himself thus : ' You have been warned several 
times not.to meet here; but, if it please God, I 
MfiH try^vhether your obstinacy or the law shall 
if3£.e place.' Then he ordered his officers to bring 
the pef-sons asaembled severally before him ; and 
he committed 83 of them to Newgate for the first 
and^second, and 22 for the third offenpe. Among 
^ti&se.->v9s Mary foreman, who being asked by 
Alderman Brown, What was her name ? an- 
wvered, ,' 'You- may instead of my name write 
^us,-:— Afflict not the widow and the fatherless^ 
9nd theix when yoa look over the roll you may 
a^yoUr duty'." If this statement may be credited, 
MBry.-Boreman receive^ a severe and unmanly 
kicking: from the Alderman, and a blow on the 
VHtuth with his fist. ' 

^ The fiict.of their enduring imprisonment, even 
for years, : rather than pay tythes, although they 
ilWouQted but to a few shillings in the first in- 
fl^nce, remains the same in many {cases up to the 
present 
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present mohient ; but it would be unjust and un- ' 
true to apply the same censures to the modem 
Quakers which attach to the conduct of the eariy 
professors of the sect ; censures that so decidedly 
arise from their intemperate zeal in attempting to 
Sorce their doctrines into the very churches, that 
I trust every candid member of the persuasion will 
agrfee with me in my animadversions. Each in- 
. dividual upon earth enjoys a right to think as be 
pleases on religious subjects ; and I sincerely con- 
gratulate the Society of Friends on their having 
established a system of manners agreeable to 
themselves. That the simplicity of living they 
adopt accords not with the ideas of the majority 
isby no means an argument against the system 
in their estimation, though it would perhaps be 
qdite as well if some parts of it were amended, so 
as to render a large body of people a little more 
useful in bearing the burthen of the personal de- 
fence of the Empire. 

The Quaker rejects, from the best of all mo- 
tives, dice, cards, cock-fighting, horse-racing, and 
all bets or risks on contingencies ; consequently 
buying and sdling in the stocks, or stock-jobbing, 
and any encouragement of lotteries, is forbidden 
by the regulations of the Society. In the«e parti- 
culars, thousands professing other religious opi- 
nions agree with them, and ten times as numerous 
a body as the Quakers decidedly reprobate the* 
above mpdes of wasting health,, ^irits, time, and' 
fortune. 
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fortune.— The reasons agsigned by the Friend 
and their advocates on this head are to obvioui, 
that every thinking mind must anticipate th^r 
recital ; and yet how many excellent and amiable 
characters use cards without either ruffling their 
tempers or in the smallest degree afiectiog their 
fortunes! 

Musick, which the Quaker also condemns, and 
will not permit in his family, is agift from nature, 
inherent in the soul ; hence the propensity is ^-^ 
tremely difficult to suppress. In this instance, it 
if impossible b> adopt their sentiments without 
resigning the most delightful and-innocent gnati- 
fication offered to mankind : we might as well 
argue against the use of bread, because a man ma^ 
eat too much of it, as against musick, because it - 
excites emulation, and occupies time, llie pnwm 
who is so weak as to suffer pleasure to usurp the 
hours which ought to be devoted to industry will 
soon feel the effects of adversity ; and if th^ do 
not produce amendment, he cannot he possessed 
of common sense. But why are the rich, who 
ought not to labour, to be forbidden the " con- 
cord of sweet sounds?" Surely ev«y master of a 
ftmily has it in his power to restrain too great a 
devotion to this science in its members, Xhe 
Quakers call musick a sensual gratification : so ii 
eating : no man can pretend to say he does not 
^1 gratified, at the approach of the dinner hour, 
in a greater, proportion when it is composed of 
- . . several - 
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several pkaeant viancls, than he would were it to 
be nothing more than bread and water, which 
will support animal life. The Quaker, therefore, 
furrounded by his family, and with plenty of meat 
»nd vegetables before them, surely equ^s in sen- 
Quality the rest of the world in their musical itv- 
dulgences. Many songs of a reprebenaible ten- 
dency are sung by the unthinking and immoral : 
those should be burned by common consent: 
others perfectly moral, and sacred poetry, should 
not be condemned with them, merely through 
Strained speculative opinions. 

The Quaker is almost the only being in exist- 
ence who denies that vocal and instrumental 
musick contributes strongly in aid of devotion. 
The rigid Puritans of the 17th century sung 
psalms, though they expelled organs from the 
churches ; even the very Savages chaunt religioM 
strains ; and perhaps these, are the very reasooc 
why Quakers do not sing, or use musical instra* 
ments. They cannot persuade me to: believe both 
are not highly acceptable to their ears j indeed, 
they must foipve me when I say, I have heard 
the sonorous voice of Nicholas Wain veiy. nearljf 
chaunt a sermon, and Samuel Emlen iting others^ 
without naming some eminent female preachers. 
When Saul was possessed by an evij spirit, the 
spund of the harp restored himt surely this is a 
proof of its sublime, if not supernatural effect*. 

The 
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The dislike expressed to musick is extended to 
«very kind of theatrical oitertainment : PrjTine 
himself detested them not with more sincerity 
than the fakers ; unfortunately the moralist has 
had too much reason given him for complaint 
on this head, as will appear in the chapto- of 
Amusements. No religious society can more se- 
riously condemn than I do every shade of impro- 
priety introduced on the Stage ; nor can any can- 
did person foil of regretting when he sees vice 
rendered almost agreeable by its association with 
many amiable qualities: in the same character. 
However, all mqst allow that the British stage is 
now conducted with every attention to propriety, 
snd that the Society under consideration has 
little to urge against it, beyond late hours, loss of 
time, and the expence of frequent admission ! the' 
two latter exceptions equally applying to every 
pursuit in their opinion not to be converted into 
some profit. In other words, they conceive the 
human mind has ample scope for contemplation 
in retirement, or when abroad, in observing the 
connection and gradations of creation. They 
would therefore have us suppose a person may 
enclose himself in a room, and there reviei. every 
religious and moral obligation with moi^ adr- 
vantage and pleasure than is to be derived fixim 
listening to the flexibility of the tones of the hu- 
man voice, both in singing and denoting the 
passions. 
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passions, even including the morality which may 
be inculcated by a Trell-contrived drama. 

Dancing, that innocent exercise, always the 
consequence of real enjoyment, is reprobated by 
the Quaker a^ beneath the dignity of our nature : 
that is, the Creator excites in us temporary ple»- 
sure, in order to relieve the general taedium of 
corroding reflections wising from causes beyond 
our controul, and our digrtity. commands us to 
spurn the excitement. Dancing, according to the 
Quaker, leads to vanity and pride, and thought- 
lessness as to the important duties of life; "they, 
consider them (balls) again," says Ckrkson, " as 
powerful in the excitement of some of the Tuale^ 
volent pqssions." .Can it be possible that a set of 
friends assembled to celelH^tp any domestic event 
should dance themselves into a state of envy and 
hatred? for certainly that is the only mode in 
which malevolence can be produced ;by dancing. 
It is the common opinion of mankind, that evil 
exists in a greater proportion than good; but 
surely there can be nothing good in our com- 
position if even our pleasures are subservient to 
the opposite affection. - When dancing; is made 
■n object of intense pursuit, leading the party 
into , expencea beyond tlieir ability, late hours, 
close^ rooms, and extreme fatigue, he or.^e may 
be pitied and censured ; but there is no aipiment 
in these circumstances against dancing that can 
be applied b^ond the excess. 

Reading 
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Restding of novel* is interdidted by the Q»&kers : 
in this case, they only agree with numbers of the 
members of other xects ; and with stilt greater 
propriety they condemn the amusements of the 
field, which cannot be justiBed if we admit that 
•niiaads h&ve fieelings, and enjoy a common right 
with ourselves to the produce of the earth ; indeed, 
every humane perebn matrt applaud the Quaker^ 
for the restrictions they impose on their people as 
huntera. 

It may be supposed that there are, in the consi- 
derable number of persons which compose the 
sect, many who would willtngty trespass against 
these rules and prohibitions -, and that this suppo- 
sition is correct is demonstrated by the established 
visitations of elderly males and females, who at 
certain periods enter families, and very strictly 
examine its members as to their deviations from 
the paths marked to confine their progress as 
Quakers. A branch of my own family was not 
long since subject to this inquisitorial power, and 
to my certain knowledge it descended to such 
minutiae as even disgusted the virtuous mind c^ 
my relation: for it is to be recollected, that 
though every thing is well meant, the visitors 
sometimes happen to be mere men and women. 
Day, and very silly men and women. When s 
person professing the tenets of tjie Society ofl^nds 
the laws of morality, these visiting Friends vasy 
be highly useful as monitors ; but the whole sys- 
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tern strongly resemble the Roman. Catholic one 
of auricular conFession, except that the priest and 
the confessed do not see each other. Excommu- 
nication in both cases fotlows perverseness. 

The divisions of meetings into yearly, half- 
yearly, and quarterly, is for the purpose of main- 
taining the regulations of the Society in their full 
extent ; at the latter, the following queries must 
be answered to the sect 'at large! 'Many of them 
are truly excellent in their tendency; and my read- 
ers of different religious opinions will think some 
not quite so perfect. 

" Are meetings for worship and discipline kept 
up, atid do Friends attend them duty, and at the 
time appointed ; and do they avoid all unbecom- 
ing behaviour therein ? 

" Is there among you any growth in the truth, 
and hath any convincement appeared since last 
year? 

*' Are Friends preservedin love towards each 
other ; if difierences arise, ii; due care taken 
speedily to avoid and discourage tale-bearing and 
detraction ? 

" Do Friends endeavour, by example and pre- 
cept, to train up their children, servants, an4 
those under their care, in a religious life and con- 
versation, consistent with our Christian profession, 
in the frequent reading of the Holy Scriptures, 
and in plainness of speech, behaviour, and ap- 
parel ? 

"Arc 
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*' Are Friends just in their dealings, and 
punctual in fulfilling their eng^ments; and 
are they annually advised carefully to inspect the 
state of their affairs once in the year ? ' 

" Are Friends careful to avoid all vain sports 
and places of diversion, gaming, alt unnecessary 
frequenting of taverns and other public houses^ 
excess in drinking, and other intemperance } 

" Do Friends bear a faithful and Christian 
testimony against receiving and paying ttftkeSf 
priests' demands, and those called ckurph rates ? 

" Are Friends faithful in their testimony agaiii9Jt 
bearing arms, and being in any tnanner concerned 
in the militia, in privateers, letters of marque, or 
armed vessels, or dealing in prize goods ? 

" Are Friends clear of defrauding the King of 
his customs, duties, and excise, and of using or 
dealing in goods suspected to be run } 

" Are the necessities of the poor among you 
properly inspected and relieved, and is good care 
taken of the education of their offspring } 

" Have any meetings been settled, disconti- 
nued, or united, since last year i 

" Are there any Friends prisoners for our testi- 
monies ; and if any one hath died a prisoner, or 
1>een discharged, since last year, when and how ? 

" Is early care taken to admonish such as ap~ 
pear inclinable to marry in amanner contrary to 
the rules of our Society ; and to deal with such 
as persist in refusing to take counsel ? 

" Have 



3.n.iized by Google 



161 

- " Hare you hoo or more JetUl^l Friends gtfr 
panted by the monthly meeting, as overseen iq 
aach particular meetii:^ ; are the rules re&pectiag 
nmovalt duly observed ; and is due care taken, 
when any thing appears amiss, that the rules of 
our dise^line ie timely and impartialltf put in 
practice 9 

■ ** Do you keep a record of tie prosecutions 
and sufferings of your members ; is due care 
taken to register all marriages, births, and buri- 
als ; are the titles of your meeting-houses, burial- 
grounds, &c. duly preserved and recorded ; sod 
are all I^;acies and d<Hiations properly secured, 
and recorded, and duly applied i" 

Similar proceedings take place in women't 
meetings. 

One of the principal objects of the yearly meet- 
ing is to asi^rtain " Friends* mfkrings" in tb« 
amount of goods seized, to answer demands Sot 
tythea and church dues, as they cannot con«>a«t- 
tiovsfy contribute towards the worship of God, 
unless that worship is performed by Quakem. 
Through this circumstance thi^ generally pay 
six-fold the original sum, aad are freniwntXy jn- 
Tolved in law-suits. 

" In speaking of tytiiea and cburch.duw," nys 
Mr. Clarkaow, " I must correct an error thai if 
prevaltnt. It is usually understood, when (w^ 
viduals sttffir on these accounts, that th^r losses 
are mads up by the Society jst larg^. Nothing 
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losses made up on such occasions, there would be 
no suffering. The fact is, that whatever a person 
loses in this way is his own total loss, nor is it 
ever refunded ; though, in consequence of expen- 
sive prosecutions at law, it has amounted /o the 
whole of the property of those who have refused 
the ]>ayraent of these demands. If a man were 
to come to poverty on this account, he would un- 
doubtedly be supported ; but fie tvould only be 
supported as belonging to the poor of the So- 
ciety." 

Another consequence of the General Meeting . 
held in London is the yearly Epistle, which may 
be compared to the opening of a budget, or per- 
haps more correctly to an Expose. The most 
amiable character this annual statement of the 
affairs of Friends has ever borne was the parti- 
culars of their unwearied attempt to abolish Ne- 
gro slavery. The Epistles furnish a history on 
this subject which will ever be remembered to 
the honour of the Quakers. Upon an attentive 
examinationof the discipline of Friends, it will be 
discovered, that it ends in an absolute system of 
legislation with respect to themselves. As every 
' ' liar form of church government, 

irly meeting naturally forms that 
it it goes much farther, and takes 
he intercourse between Friendsj 
ions with the rest of the world, 
independent 
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independent of th«r domestic conduct. The 
sovereign power of the yearly meeting issues pro- 
hibitory .mandates, punishes crimes, imposes 
disciphne, and appoints to ofHces, and is hterally 
a republican assembly, chosen from the body of 
their people, without respect to riches or talents^ 
the sole qualification being superior probity and 
virtue ; nor doth any of the persons who act ai 
deputies, overseers, elders, or clerks, exceprt one, 
receive salary or emolument, and the debates are 
totally free to all present. 

The Quakers, the Cleigy, the students of pub- 
lic schools, the gentlemen of the bar, the livery 
companies, and beadles, are the only persons in 
England who wear distinctive habits ; and the 
Quaker alone invariably maintains the same 
fashion. The Quaker may be known by his hat, 
which has a crown exactly fitting the upper part 
of the head, and with a broader brim than those 
of the rest of the world ; by his neckcloth, which 
encircles his throat, without any visible fastening 
or knot ; by the breast of his shirt, destitute of 
cambrick ; by his coat rising without a collar, in 
general but little above the shoulders, the sadness 
of its colour, which, though sometimes mixed, is 
never dyed of a vivid colour, the absence of 
pocket flaps, and buttons- covered with cloth or 
worsted ; by his waistcoat with flaps and pockets, 
his breeches tied at the knees, and finally, his 
worsted hose, and shoes tied witJi leathern thongs ' 
M 3 Such 



3.n.llzedbyGOOg[C 



164 

Sudi is tbe umple dress ^ &\e geimiae male 
Qtwkcr. I ranember Ibe dme vrfaen a preach- 
ing female appeared in a close mtuHn or cambric 
cap, tied under the chin, and a bee-hive bonnet, 
made nearly in the shape of that notr called the 
Cottage bonnet, of wheat straw, interwoven fix>m 
tbe sbcttf, without any sort of prt^aration; a 
small doak of black silk, and sometimes of 
iwrstcd, coverpd the shoulders and part of the 
arms, a muslin neck-kerchief the neck, and a 
camlet gown the body :— and such was the ge- 
nuine fenuk Quaker habit. 

Po'sens ef a lively turn of mind will deviate 
from this excess of giavity in ^iparel ; and it 
has been generally admittad that no one dresses 
with more taste and neatness than a yfuing 
Quaker lady. The restnctifHu she is still com- 
pdled to observe as to variety leads her to sdect 
her silks, aiKl cambricks, and muslins, and aueh 
ndisr articles of dress as are p^'mitted, from the 
best manufkctures; therefore she is alwiryi a 
pattern of deanliness and richness, nor does any 
. portion of her dress ever appear to have been worn 
before. Mr. Clu-kson observes respecting the 
Quakers, " Indeed, if there be way vHuMe appa- 
rel would be thought excej^onable by the Sod^ 
ety, these would be found among the rich. 
Money, in all soeieties, generally takn the liberty 
of introducing exceptions; nothing, however, la 
more true, than thM even among the richest of 

the 
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the Society them ii frequently ss much j^iiuiess 
and simplicity in their outward dress as among 
the poor; and, where the exceptioni exist, they 
are seldom carried to tn extraTagant, and nerer 
to a pr^sterous, extent." llie men's hats wk 
nearly the same now, except that they have stays 
and loops, and many of their clothes are nearly 
of the same shape and colour, as in the ^ys of 
GtorgR Fox. The dress of die women also is 
nearly similar. 

Were the principles of Friends unirersally 
■debited, those who now produce what are called 
die hixuries of life must inevitably starve ; as no 
ingenioiis toys, curious inventions in lumitttre, 
acalptures, puntings, engravings, or drawings, ue 
Emitted into their houses. Tkte elegant turn of 
mind, the superira* talents, given to a certain pw- 
tkm. of mankind, must be useless to those who are 
of this Society, as they are bound «ther to leave 
it or reject the blewii^, though warm ftom tile 
bands of the Creator. I have known the interior 
oi Qual^r bouses orndmented with panneity cor- 
moes, and mouldings^ which the owner's principles 
of Quakerism would not permit bim to co^^er widi 
paint, because it was too worldly : the outsides, 
however, had their white windows and doer 
frames, and dark coloured shutters and doors, be- 
cause (though worldly) the paint preserved die 
wood from the weather. Under the same plea, a 
Turkey, the meet gaudy pxti ineitt;ant of all 
carpets. 
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carpets, may be tseA by a Quaker— for it mttUuts 
all others. 

In the earliest state of the new code, the 
Quak»^ gave great ofieoce by adopting the pro- 
noun thou, iu addressing persons of the greatest 
consequence: this word, though extremely pro- 
per in a grammatical sense, was considered as a 

' levelling term ;' and perhaps it might have been 
such, when we take into consideration the other 
language and proceedings of George Fox. He, 
however (as may be supposed), had no opportu- 
jjity of deciding on the structure of languageg, 
from the disadvantages of his situation in life; 
but as Erasmus, and other learned perscms, re- 
commended thou, it was a favourable oppor1»- 

ipity for the Quakers to establish the word, by 
making it one |of their singularities. Success cm 
this head led the innovators greater leng;ths, and 
the whole circle of words underwent revision: 
thu9 we find the respectful and-innocent Sir and 

' Madam exploded for plain Tharnas, John, and 
Edward, or Friend; and Master, implying su- 
periority in one sense, though perfectly unmeaa- 
ing in its general use, is ; not ' to be discovered in 
the Quaker vocabulary. ■ My Lord, Four Grace, 
Sir William, is never l^rd from their lipe ; and 
the actual title of King is all they will allow to 
the reigning Monarch. 

The Heathen names of the days gave the sect 
equal ofifence, tbiMigh tbey well knew not one- 

fiah 
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iUth of the community were acquainted whh 
their derivation ; and that that fifth was' as httle 
-disposed to worship, or eveu honour Woden, 
Thor, and other Saxon deities, as themselves or 
jnyself. The same objection prevaihng against 
, 'the names of the months, they honoured the rest 
•of the world so far as to allow that seven days 
-composed a week, and that twelve months ma)ce a 
year; and :as we number the days of the month, 
30 they c^l Sunday First day, and Saturday the 
Seventh ; January thd first month, and Decem- 
ber the Twelfth. Indeed William Penn, carried* 
.this [Hssion to such an exceu, that he enume- 
rated the streets of IMiiladelphia from East to 
West; but at a losq how to diBtinguish.thoq« 
from NiWth to South from the others, . if enume- 
rated, he named them from various trees — which, 
in. tnithy have as much reference to streets as our 
word Thutsdjgr has to the honoiuring of Thor. 
The Saints, with the Quakers, become Peter, 

- Bamahas, and Paul i and they will never allovr 
' themselves to have been in hich or lucky, or 

ebancedt to obtf^n a good ba^^n — and with 
■foriune they have no kind of connection. Nor 
'will.they allow the name given at baptism to be a 
Christian name^ tboiigh they have qo objection 
to call it the first name bestowed in their society, 

- without ceremony or celebration. They cavil at 
« Good morrow" and " Good evening," " Good, 
day " and *' Good night," Jwfliwp all 4ays and 

nightt 
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nigklt ttnr «jua% goadt and tay, ** Hbw dMh 
thee do ?" and " Fare thee wd! ." 

After all that hm beta related of Qadea eu». 
tbma, it is almost luperfiaoiu to notice their total 
disregard of what is geaerdly termed external 
marks «€ TBtpect : a Quaker would peri^ rather 
tiwn tike off his hat in a ohnich, the king's pr»- 
teaee) in a ooart of justioe, or a privMeasarat- 
blf I DOT froald any thing tecD|rt him to bow fab 
body, or ibam his fe^ f»r any other purpose thea 
walking) and he never knaeb iaO. tibmt At 
prayer. 

Mr. CUrksoii, who hik certainly bad the bert 
<»p|x>rtunity of judging, declares ^e Quftkera in 
general to be hoBpitable, kind, and free, fo 
«tMngei«; but he must allow, ^t the dislike 
Aey have to the usu^ mannere of their icUow- 
citieens rdses an eternal burrier to inttmaeies out 
of their own society. " Tbere are," he observii, 
*' solitary families, whidi having lived in places 
where tbere h«ve been scarcely ei^ of their ettn 
society with wkotn to associate, imd wkiKk having 
sctrcel^ -mixed with others cf xither (imoamifr- 
rionf, esic^t in tht: way of tTrxde, have an nn- 
ooarteousnCBi engrafted in them ta it wue iy 
ihete cirevmuttoices, which no change of sitok- 
tron afterwards has been aUe to obliterate." 

This rejection of altboBt all general tbtaetf M- 
tui^ly odnfiAes the ideas of the QudceA: their 
educatibff is tinted, beoeiise « true CfaiiMitoi 
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Clin hscvb no desire ta read the wotln of Hetthem 
in their own tangniges; and phikMophy ot^ 
leads to vanity and preramptioa. Politics they 
TBiy wisely dismiss from their contemplation t 
amusements and SuhiooB mast not be mentioned^ 
tfaey are to come to rtieir point in oonveivation 
with au few words as posuble ; and they are ex* 
peeted to adhere stnetly tothetrutfat how theft 
is it ptHsifaie QuUtsr Bodety ihovld be cbeefftA 
•nd pleasant, befond the mere relation of nutteft 
of hst} Persons who lead inoffennrc and notli 
Jives must surely have secured that serenity <tf 
inind> tlut the littie innoceirt, silly chat «f a few 
ifriends^ or of their femily, cannot tnrn it fttnn itk 
course, and en^uiger their sBlvataen. Indeed I 
cannot d^ubt the hairing secured theapprobatiMi 
nf the AliD^lity) if 1 have performed the pritt: 
«^id' duties of the day, although my evenit^ 
coitrersation may hete turned upon Mr. Cookie 
or Mr. iCemble's acting, or &e living or sttrtioil- 
■uy beauties of Renain^^on garden. 

If the Qnatixrs entively flmd determinedly t«- 
ject detraction, censorious tales, and felse repottij 
^m dieir tea-table?, thi^ are highly to be cotn- 
ttiended ; umI I can safely say, I hme passed 
IMany a ha|^ hoar in London, and in vedo^ 
parts of England, where net a single (^ker was 
]»t«8ent, which were as cknr fVoih this reproach, 
as if aoonmunkation from die HmrdieB of each 
. ndivkhnJ bad hem iniijicnded »ver their heads ; 

am; 
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and this obs«-vation natuntlly- arises from the 
tempered resentment all persons must feel, on 
b^ng told that the common topics are ridicolous 
and contemptible, though generally derived from 
the whole circle of science and manners. 

Sometimes a company of Quakers will be-en- 
gf^;edLn'One bf their dignified conversations, when 
ff sprightliness never bordersiupon folly," and ev«- 
^ppear» f' in an innocost aod decent dress." — 
"Yon .observe a pause in theconversaticm. This 
inuae wottinues. ' Surpmed'at the universal si- 
'^nf£ now prevailing," observes Mr. Clarkson, 
*' yftu; look rouiid,, and find all: the members in 
tbe room, ai^reotly thotightlitl. . The history of 
$he cirdumatahce is this: in, the course of the 
ifwinversatviiniithe mind of aom^ oiie of the persons 
present has been either ^^ overcome fridi the 
iveightof.importanceof ity or by; inward. suj^jss- 
'.tions<Qn':«ther.. subjects, astobave given himself 
^Pj tomedttatlbn, or to p^sedve obedieoce to im- 
pressions upon his mind; . This person is soon 
dise^erfMi-, by the rest; on acccwht of his parti- 
cular pilehce and gravity. From this moment, 
tbe Quakers in. company cease to (inverse. : th^ 
'become hahitu^illy silent, and continue so (both 
;<J4 ,and jro(»ng)> to give the appacently meditating 
perstMi an opportunity of pursuing, uninterrupt- 
edly, tbe train of his own thoughts. Perhaps, 
iu the cQiirae of his meditations, the subject that 
ipQpress^' his -mind gradually 'dies' away, and 
expires 
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expires in silence.. la this case, you find faim 
resuming his natural position, ^d returning to 
conversation with the company as before, it 
sometimes hap^ns, however, that, in the midit 
of his meditations, he feels an impulse to com- 
municate to those present the subject of hij 
thoughts, and breaks forth, seriously explaining 
exhorting, and Advising, as the nature of it per- 
mits and suggests. When lie has finished his 
c^servations, the company remains silent for a 
shnrt time ; after which they converse again «i 
before. Such a pause, whenever it occurs in the 
. company of the Quakers, .may be considered si 
a' devotional act ; ^r the subject which occasi<»]S 
it is always of a seiious or religiMU aatuie. The 
workings in the mind of the meditating penon 
9re considered' as the offspring of a solemn refleo- 
. tion upon that subject, suddenly and almost )»• 
voluiltanly, as ' it were, . pi^odoo^ by duty, or as 
the. imtttftdiate offspring of.the agency of tJie 
spir\t.*' . . ! -, 

.-When a Qnakeir family ia assembled at the 
' dinner-table, a diort |)ause takes place, ,whi<ih is 
. intended to' give those present an opportunity of 
. jreflecting on the blessing they are about to enjoy. 
; If the head of the family feels an impulse to say 
a gtace^ hedges so; if not, he introduces some . 
cppveesfttion, and proceeds to carve : and it is the 
-same if a minister is amongst the company; for 
the Quakers conceive, ^lat they cannot even thank 

God 
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Ciod £>r their oHnfortB, unless he suggesto ihoie 
thanks, Frun very exodlent motives, neither 
healths nor toasts are ever proposed by Frioidi. 
Indeed, the good sense of the community at 1m^ 
begins to have its e^ct on thu subject ; and it is 
sincerely to be wished, that, in imitation «f the 
Quak^Y, the ladies might be permitted in ftiture 
to usaip the place of the bottle. 

Fox seemed to think with great propriety as 
;to the importance of marriage; and advised the 
members of his sect to obtain the parental con- 
aent in the first instance, and thai to explain to 
tiie Bumdily meetings of both sexea the particu- 
lars of tiie proposed union. By these. means, the 
parties prepared the way for future happiness, by 
'preventing opposition, and ascertaining, through 
the exertions of the meetings, whether any ob- 
jections intervened, or made the connection itn-: 
proper. One regukttioti «nf(»t!ed by the aociety 
must render the situatiou of the young kdy rather 
distressing ; which is, the public declaration, that 
she intends to take -■■■'■■ for her husband, who 
mdtes a similar declaratioa in the meeting ; uid 
diis is coniSrmed by tite consent of the paroitt 
in person, or l^ certificate. Each meeting then 
appoints two members, who visit the intended 
pair, in order to discover whether any previous 
contract of marriage bad been in agitation ; and 
according to their report, the proceedings are 
regulated. Equal care is taken in the case «f 
second 
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Kcond marmget^ to preserve the rights of the 
offiptng of the first On the day of marmge, 
which is generally solemnized at a week-dsy 
meeting, the congregation sometimes sit in dead 
silence, and at others the spirit prompts a sermon. 
At the moment t^pcunted, the bride and bride- 
groom arise; and, taking each other by the hand, 
pronounce their mutual intention of becoming 
man and wife. A declaradon in writing of the 
ttsusl forms observed, and a recital of the cere- 
mony just past, is in most instances read ; whidl 
is afterwards signed by the married pair, their 
relatives, and otfier Quakers present. 'Before the 
^ose of the same day, an acknowledgement of 
marriage is again signed by the parties, in the 
presence of three witnesses, who having also signed 
it; the marriage is comply and valid in law. 

The male or female Qaaker who ventures to 
tnarry a member of the Established Church, a 
Branan Csdholic, or IMssent^, of whatever deno- 
Bunation, inevitably forfeits his or her privileges 
ai a Friend — in other words, nothing can save 
them from expulsion. *' No person," says Mr. 
Clarkson, " who marries out of the society can be 
legally married without going through the forms 
of the Established Churdi. Those, therefor^ 
who submit to this ceremony, as performed l^ a 
priest; acknowledge (according to the Quakers) 
the validity of a human appointment of the mini- 
stry; they acknowledge the yalidi^ of an artifi- 
cial 
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ml service in religion; they acknowledge (he. 
propriety of paying a Gospel minister for the dis- 
charge of his office. The Quakers, therefore, con- 
sider those who marry out of the society as guilty 
of such a dereliction of their principles, that they 
can no longer be considered as sound or consistent 
members." 

If the persons thus offending should at any time 
think proper to assert they sincerely repent their 
disobedience to the regulations of Friends, or, in 
£ict, of their marriage, and educate their children 
according to those regulations, they may be re- 
stored to the society and their lost privileges. But 
it is to be hoped few marriages of this kind are 
so unhappy as to oblige the offenders to declare 
their repentance: if any mental reservation is 
made in such a profession, the Friends will not 
be greatly benefited by the return of hypocrites. 

The Quaker mode of burial is very proper and 
decent ; ostentation on this occasion is indeed 
absurd : the same simple system of silence which 
prevails through all their customs, seems particu- 
larly commendable in the last solemn rite of life. 
If the privil^ed person who may happen to be 
present chooses to speak, some comments are 
made on the subject of death ; otherwise, the 
grave-di^er proceeds with his office, after such 
pauses as are required for contemplation : prayers 
for the souls of friends and relations are not 
allowed by the Quakers. Whether their obstinate 
rejection 
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rejection " of payment for Gospel labour," and a- 
rational and benevolent petition, uttered by » 
good man, is extended to tbe suppressing of all 
hope and request mentally for the happiness of 
their departed relatives, can only be known to 
each individual - of die society :'if.they are sue-' 
cesaful on this point, they may be allowed tbe 
merit of self-conquest, without a prospect of 
competition from others. 

The weak desire often expressed by persons 
near death of being deposited near the remains 
of their former intimates cannot be complied 
with in the sect of Quakers, who have not 
•' thought it right, or wise, to indulge such 
feelings ;" neither do they permit memorials to 
the dead, or wear any kind of badge, ani]ounc-> 
ing the loss of their friends. In short,- when a 
Quaker dies, there is literally no memento of hint 
left, except in the mental remembrance ; of which 
no one can judge the extent, unless he happens to 
be an eminent elder or preacher — then his, and 
sometimes her qualifications are written, and 
passed through the ordeal of the different meet- 
ings, and finally printed for the use of the society. 
As very few of the opulent classed of the com- 
munity adopted the theories of George Fox, him- 
self and bis principal successors recommended 
constant habits of industry to their followers: 
this laudable attention to the future comfort of 
their descendants has become a regular system f 

and. 



3.n.iized by Google 



I7fl 

and, much to their credit be it recorded, an idle 
and dissipated Quaker is a very tmcommon dia^ 
racter. £very method that can be devised u pur- 
sued by the rules of the sect to prevent indivi- 
duals from incurring debts which may lead to 
embarrassments and bankruptcy: they are re- 
quired to examine into their affiurs annually, and 
this examination is enforced by visits of suitaUe 
friends. When a Quaker becomes a bankrupt 
tiiroug^ improper causes, he is expelled, but may 
be peceiTed again on sincere repentance ; and it it 
undmtood, that no composition with creditors 
can exonerate him from full payments of all de< 
mands against him. 

The absurdity of paying too much attention to 
the reform or alteration of customs olten leads the 
conscientious Quaker into difficulties : he must 
infringe upon the regulations of the sect in many 
—very many instances, or starve. It is vain and 
ridiculous for any person to attempt to confine 
himself to the manufacture and sale of articka 
itrictly useful and necessary, even in the case of 
pnnting and book-selling. A man may mii| 
bimsdf 1:^ printing Homilies, provided i^Ky do 
not meet with public encouragement; yet we can 
harcHy require a Quaker printer to tell his exa- 
fiayer—'* I cannot print your book, because it 
mt^ not sell ;" and, in the retailing of boob, a 
WDvk wtib a general good character may past 
tiumq^ a Quaker's hands ; imd yet, wen it atten- 
tively 
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tivety examiaed, it might contain some passages 
offensive to morality ; even that excellent Work 
tbe Spectator ought not to be sold by a Friend if 
he is consistent, because it abounds with recom- 
mendations of vain and frivolous pursuits in the 
estimation of a genuine son of George Fox. If 
a Quaker works as a clothier, and actually re- 
solves to touch no other tlian plain broad cloths, 
neither dyed with blue, red, yellow, black, or 
purple, he cannot but remember mixed cloths of 
the natural colours, and deep browns, have long 
been and are more fashionable than any others ; 
consequently he is administering to tlie extrava- 
gance of the gay and dissipated, even with the best 
intentions. And it is the same with articles of 
absolute net^ssity — a man may have too many 
coats, too many shirts and shoes, for his circum- 
stances; and surely if a (Quaker works at all as a 
silver and gold-smith, the utensils made of those 
metals are certainly unjustifiably extrav^ant in a 
rigid sense; iron is more durable, and nothing 
more easily cleaned than earthen ware. 

These observations are not loosely ofiered in 
ref>liation for the condemnation of my fellow- 
citizens at large in their innocent vanities and 
manners ; but to shew, tliat the Quakers are daily 
obliged to commit deep trespasses on their own 
regulations; which may be further proved by 
their young ladies at this instant wearii^ straw 
bonnets, undoubtedltf in the Jaskion, not one 
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guinea and an half in value, hat in prke; and 
elegsoit muslin dresses of the purest white at four 
and sixpence and five shillings, and often much 
more, per yard. Nothing can be moTefashionabie 
than this dress i j'Ct surely when we conwder the 
additional expcnce of frequent washing, i* is quite 
as reprehensible for a Quaker female to deviate 
thus who does know better, as it is for a young 
Ignoramus of any other religious denomination 
who has never been taught propriety of conduct. 
Such are the nature of the ai^uments wliich may 
be urged against Quaker customs and mamiers-, 
I however would ai>ply them only to this excess 
and bigotry. The moralist might find in the 
Quaker code numerous hints, which, acted upon 
with temperance, would render mankind ten 
times more happy, free, and contented, than at 
present. Would to heaven all ranks could be 
persuaded with them to execrate quarrels, duels, 
war, slavery, and litigation ; and adopt their me- 
thod of managing their poor, who are more re- 
spectable in their appearance, and more cleanly 
and comfortable, tlian any in the kingdom ! lu 
taking leave of the Quakers, I cannot resist this 
opportunity of thanking tlie body at large, for the 
very important part they have acted in the vast 
theatre of the worW by promoting the cause of 
virtue and honour. May they take my reprehen- 
sions in good humour, and as they are intended I 
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THS MStHODlSTS 
V 

A« another product of British religious freedom. 
This society, which originated from the Rev. John 
Wesiey, is so combined with tlie history of that 
gentleman, that a recital of the incidents of his 
life will give a satisfactory sketch of Methodism. 

John Wesley, wlio, like Luther, Calvioj an4 
others, founded sects upon their own speculative 
and peculiar opinions, was the second son of the 
Rev. Samuel Wesley, rector of Epworth in Lin- 
colnshire; and bom in 1703. When only six 
years old, he had a most remarkable escape front 
death by the burning of his father's house, whence 
he was taken through a window the moment 
before the roof fell in. From this circumstance 
originated the application to him of the words, 
" Is not tbis a brand plucked out of the burning?* 
inscribed under an engraving of his portrait. 
This remarkable man received the Sacrament at 
the early age of eiglit, and dated the serious turn 
of his mind from that period. He was placed 
Soon after at the Charter-house school, London ; 
hard Hving, and the exercise he took in the gar- 
den of that foundation by the advice of his fether, 
seems to have contributed to establish hts healtli, 
and enable him to undei^ the fatigues of his 
subsequent Jife. 

N2 He 
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He went firom the Charter-house to Christ- 
church Coll^, Oxford; received his d^'ree of 
B. A., was elected Fellow of Lincoln Collie in 
1724, and two years afterwards became a Maat^ 
of Arts. His attainments in logic and the learned 
languages are well known ; and it is recorded to 
his honour, that his skill in the former never 
tempted him to argue a question which he did not 
feel to be founded on truth. The church had 
been selected for his future profession, and when 
he obtained his fellowsliip, Mr. Wesley separated 
himself from those persons whose conduct might 
interrupt the preparation lie conceived necessary 
for entering into orders, which were conferred on 
him by Dr. Potter in 1725. 

He was appointed Greek Lecturer and Modera- 
tor of the Classes, and acquitted himself well as a 
tutor; but it was in the year 1725 that Bishop 
Taylor's Rules and Exercises of Holy Living and 
Dying affected tlie latent seeds of what wasAfter- 
wards termed Methodism. From tlie instant he 
had completed the perusal of this work he resolved 
to dedicate all liis life to God, being fully con- 
vinced tJiat every part of it must be a sacrifice 
to him, or " »n ejf'ect to the devils Kempis's 
Christian Pattern, and the ideas of tlmt author 
on inward religion, Law's Christian Perfection 
and serious Call added fuel to the spark, and 
intense. study of the Scriptures fanned it into the 
fierce flame which spread in due time ^roughout 

the 
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the diree kingdoms and America. The first ex- 
ternal impulse it received was through these words 
uttered by a serious man, who is not named: 
" Sir, you wish to serve God, and go to heaven : 
remember yba cannot serve him alone : you must 
therefore ^iid companions or ynake them : the 
Bible knows nothing of soUtary reUgion." 

The consequence of these observations was in- 
stantaneous, and Mr. W. communicated his 
thoughts to Charles Wesley his brother, Mr. 
Morgan, Mr. Her\-ey, Mr. Whitefleld, and 
others. By this means a society was formed, 
which is mentioned in the sketch of the Hfe of 
his co-adjirtor in Methodism. The associated 
brethren composed a scheme of self-examination, 
of which Coke and Moore, the' authors of his life, 
say, it evinced their earnest sincerity ; " but the 
darkness of their minds as to Gospel truths is veiy 
evident to those who are favoured witli true evan- 
gelical views." One of the effects produced by 
these attempts to attain superior sanctity wis the 
. ridicule of most of the students, from whom the 
society obtained the terms of Sacramentarians, 
the Godly Club, and Methodists. The latter, 
however, more fairly originated vyith a Fellow of 
one of the Colleges, who compared them with an 
antient college of physicians at Rome, called 
MetliodistcB through their peculiar mode of treat- 
ing their patients. In proportion to the disgust 
they caused amongst the youth was the offence to 

the 
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the seniors ; but both were disregardeti, as the two 
Wesleys Had the approbation of their fether ; to 
which^ was added that of the Bishop of Oxford, 
and the minister at the Castle. They then pro- 
posed a series of questions to their (^ponents, 
and were treated with silent disdain. 

He remained in this state when his fether, 
finding his health decline, wished him to solicit 
■for the living of Epworth; but he refused, assign- 
ing no less than twenty-six ailments agaiaat the 
proposal. The principal cause, however, existed 
in his love for retirement, imbibed irom certain 
mystic writers ; and hence, in a great degree, ori- 
ginated his mission to America. In 1735, he was 
requested by his father just before his death to 
present a book he had published to <^een Caro- 
line. When at London to execute this conmiis- 
sion, Dr. Burton, one of the trustees fta^ Greorgia, 
proposed to him the office of preacliing Christian- 
ity to the Indians in that colony. This he ac- 
cepted, in opposition to the judgment of every one. 
but his mother ; and he left England in October 
1735. His proceedings there being foreign to the 
purpose of this work, I shall merely maition, that 
he returned in 1738 with increased reputation, 
and the »ttraction obtained by the nature of hia 
pursuits in the' Western world. Through these 
circumstances, the churches where he was invited 
to preach' were uncommonly crowded. He ihen 
went to Oxford with Peter Bohlerj a celebrated 
Moravian. 
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Moravian, where he was received with contempt 
«nd ridicule. Upon a second visit to diis Univer- 
sity, and conversing^ lai^ly with Better, He ob- 
■served, " by him {in the hand of the great God) 
1 was clearly convinced of the want of that faith 
whereby alotie we are saved." But the Moravian 
had some difficulty in convincing him that hiih 
did and would operate instantaneously: being 
'Convinced, he " epoke clearly and fiilly at Blen- 
don to Mr. I>e1amotte'3 family of the nature and 
fruitB of Christian tuih. Mr. Broughton and 
(bis) brother were there. Mr. B.'s great objection 
was, he ccluld never think that I had not faith, 
who had done and suffered such things. (His) 
brotlKr was very angry, and told (him,) He did 
not know what mischief (he) had done by talking 
ihus. And indeed it did please God then to kin- 
dle, a fire which, I t^ust, shall never be extin- 
guiBhed." 

He now every where declared " the Jmth as it 
is in Jesus ;" and renewed the society mentioned 
before, though with different persons, and agreed 
to the following rules : '_' Tliat they would meet 
l(^[ether *onoe a week, to confess their faults one 
to another, and pray one for another, that they 
mi^it be healed: That the. persons so meeting 
-diould be divided, into several bands, or little 
-companies, none of them consisting of fewer than, 
five, or more than ten persons : That every one 
in order should speak as freely, plainly, and con- 
cisely. 
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oisely as he could, the real state of his heart, with, 
his several temptations and deliverances since the 
last time of meeting : That all the bands should 
have a conference at eight every Wednesday 
evoiing, b^un and ended with singing and 
prayer: "ITiat any who desired to be admitted 
into this society should be asked, What are your 
reasons for desiring this ? Will you be entirely 
open, using no kind of reserve J Have you any 
objection to any of our orders (which may then 
be read) ? That when any new membef was pror 
posed, every one should speak clearly and freely 
whatevcF objection he might have to him ; That 
those against whom no reasonable objection ap-r 
peared, should be, in order for their trial, formed 
ipto one or more distinct bands, and some person 
agreed on to assist them : That after two months 
trial, if no objection then appeared, they should- 
be admitted into the society : That every fourth 
Saturday should be observed a:s a day of general 
intercession: That oq- the Sunday seven-night 
following, there should be a general love feast, 
from seven till ten in the evening : That no par- 
ticular member should be allowed to act in any 
thing contrary to any order of the society : 'and 
that, if any person, after being thrice admonish^, 
should not conform thereto, they should no 
longer be esteemed as members.'' 

We have now arrived at an sra which exhibits 
Mr. Wesley in a state of enmity with the memr 

bers 
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bera of the established church, who were jastly 
alarmed and offended by the enthusiastic proceed- 
ings of tbe Methodists. Wesley himself did not 
hesitate to declare, that, at three o'clock on the 
Ist of January 1739, "the power of God came 
mightily upon us, insomuch that many cried out 
for exceeding joy, and many fell to the ground ;" 
nor was he altogether easy at these effects of iheir 
earnestness, which he apprehended might fiir- 
ttish many ailments against him, and even 
rouse the arm of the civil power ; he therefore 
seemed willing to discrimiiute between the really 
awakened^ and those agitated by Satan through 
revei^. 

Whitefield had not long before established hid 
practice of preaching in the open air, and Wesley 
adopted it for the first time near Bristol ; for the 
obvious reasons of the general impossibility of 
procuring a churchy or one large enough for tluf 
congregation he collected. " Field-preaching was 
tiierefore," he observes, " a sudden expedient, a 
thing submitted to rather than chosen." On these 
occasions, " cries and tears on every hand fre- 
quently drowned his voice, while many exclaimed 
in the bitterness of their soul, * What shall I' do 
to be saved }'" This circumstance naturally sug- 
gested the idea of erecting a place of worship, 
and Bristol was the spot chosen for the purpose. 
Eleven feoflfees were concerned with Mr. W., and 
the ^t stone was laid " with the voice <^ praise 

and 
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Md'dianksgiving,'* May is, 1 739. One reasot^ 
fiwoi mvny ui^ed against the nature of the plan 
mt enough, uys Mf. W. : " That such i5eofte» 
aJwajTB would have it in their power to controul 
me; and, if I pt«acbed not as tiiey like, to turn 
me out of the room I bad built {"-^consequently 
he diasolTed the agreement entered into, and ua- 
dertodk the task witiiout a ahiUing to efie<^ it ; 
but this was a trifling matter,, as he " knew the 
earth ie &b Lcnd's, and thd fulness hereof; and 
in ht9 nflnne set out, nothing doubting." 

The public employment of Mr. Weeley wu at 
tills time extremely laborious, as he read prayers 
daily and preached in the prison, and in the cven- 
»g espMinded from some text at one or more of 
fte soMCty's rooms ; on the afternoon of Monday 
he preached near Bristffi ; alternately at Badi and 
Two-mile hill on Tuesday; on Wednesday at 
Baptist mills ; on every second Thursday near 
P«nsford ; on every other Friday in another part 
«f Kii^wood ; " on Saturday in the afternoon, 
ind Sunday morning, in the boffling-gre^n (whi(^ 
lies near the middle of the city) ; en Sunday at 
eln>«i near Hanham moratt ; at two at Clifton, 
and at five on Rose green." And in the midst of 
tiuse exertions, hy which, he says, sinners were 
daily humbled under the aii^fty hand of Giod, 
be excladmed (in ano^er sense than poor vain 
Archimedes), '' Give me where to stand, and I 
will shake the earth.' Such vras the pFesumptuooS' 

zeal 
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ardlent, when " God's sending forth lightning wiA 
the rain cKd not hinder about 150O Irom staying 
St Rose Green," in de6ance of Ae natural eonsor 
qoences of exposure in a state of inactivity to ^ 
chtHs of a tempest. 

Charles Wesley greatly disapproved of his bww 
ther's intemperance, and ettanpted in vsin to 
cheek it ; for what could be urged t9 a man wh* 
declared, " A dispensation of the Go^>eI is cotn- 
. mitted to me ; and woe is me if I preach not the 
Gospel!" and that hfe looked upon all the world 
as his parish, foi^tting that each pariah was aU 
Kady provided with many preachers fiiU as wor- 
thy as himself, but who did not think it mereiM 
to a&et dieir ignorant hearers with a species «f 
animaJ magnetism, to which -^ir cries, %nwKSf 
and convulsions, can onlytwoempaved. Iit^Md 
Ihe wen-«taUi9hed fibct of ««* fffvrtit f^llowiiif 
imeginaty eaus^ hy sympatkjf^ in the dtrtertabh 
incantations of animal magwHswt entirely Aefevt 
every aasertion of We^ey's as to flw imoasdialrt 
Dperalions of the divine Spirit or that «f evil. 

JEfe now laboured, aceonfaig to Cobe m4 
Moore, between London and Bristol, in MmpR' 
fields^ at Kennington eemmon, and Blackboadi, 
where tens of thousands went to Me htn, if <mt 
tohearhim; and yet hisUboanwenenotdtog*- 
tiier confined to preaching abroad, n faelndvian^ 
whisms to oompoK ia <he bcpsmn -of hit awn 
sodeties. 
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fodeties. " I found," he observed, " more and 
more undeniable proofs, that the Christian state is 
a continual warfare ;" and *' the hearts of moit 
of the brethren in London became now quite 
estranged from him." On the evening of Sun- 
day, July 30th, 1740, he read a paper to his con- 
gr^ation, declaring the doctrines they had adopted 
in opposition to his own, " flatly contrary to tha 
w^ of God ;" and that, having warned and tried 
them till that moment, he resolved to give them 
** up to God/ He then invited those to follow 
him who were of hisopinion, and not more than 
nineteen persons did so. 

With respect to tiiese doctrines, I have nothing 
to say more than to refer the carious to the differ- 
ent lives which have been written of Wesley, who 
established a meeting at the Foundry in Moor- 
fields with the remnant of his flock, which ra- 
jmlly increased ; but a deeper sting attended him 
in the secession of Whitefield, his old and indefa* 
tigable coadjutor, who had so far clianged his opi- 
OtouB as to say of Wesley, " He and I preached 
two different Gospels;" and he was resolved to 
ftreach against him and his brother " whereso- 
ever he preached at all." This breach was never 
healed, though Mr. Wesley made many cooces- 
•ions. AU that was effected amounted to White- 
field's leavii^ the brothers mourning tings ; yet 
Mr. John Weslej' preached his funeral sermon in 
a manner that did him high honour, ^nd Charlies 
wrote 
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wrote a poetical and handsome tribute to his 
memory. 

Another difficulty attended our preacher — h« 
made numbers of converts, and would, he says, 
have consigned them to their respective mini- 
sters, but they rejected them universally; he 
therefore felt himself compelled to appoint a, new 
■pecies of curate, who was to provide for the 
spiritual comfort of his Bocks, and Mr. Cenniclc 
proved the happy man at Kingswood. A Mr. 
Maxfield received -a similar office for London as 
,to prayer and advice ; but this person felt himself 
impelled to go farther; and upon Mr. Wesley's 
return for the express purpose of putting an end 
to his proceedings, his mother advised htm to hear 
^laxfield : he consented, and was convinced it 
was the work of God. About the same time, John 
Nelson, a journeyman stone-mason, had a similar 
impulse, and left London to preach in Yorkshire, 
his native place. Wesley visited him, and united 
the labours of a priest with a layman. In the year 
J 743j he preached with great effect at Newcastle 
upon Tyne, and at Epworth, from his father's 
tomb in the church-yard, as he was denied the use 
of the church and the sacrament. He soon after 
formed the resolution of instituting distinct socie- 
ties of his followers, himself their great director; 
and easily argued his conscience to acquiescence, 
whicK had si^gested the word schism from the 
chun;h he still affected to admire. A leader was 
J* , appointed 
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■lifxnnted to goma the classes, as he tenne<l 
these societies. 

Several zealous persons at Bristol Trere the 
founders of the custom of meeting and spending 
great part, if not all, the night in prayer and 
thanksgiving. Wesley was ^vised to suppress 
the practice; but he decided for it, and montbly- 
meetiogs of this description vrere established. At 
the same time, " to separate the precious from the 
vile," he required confession t» himself of every 
member of his societies once a quarter ; and those 
fae chose to elect or absolve received a ticket^ 
which vras considered by the brethren as *' of just 
the same force with. the commendatory letters 
mentioned by the Apostle." *' Besides," he ob- 
serves, " these also supplied us with a quiet and 
inoiflfensive method of removing any disorderly 
member." Another division of the classes vrae 
called Bands. 

Although the society of Methodists was in a 
progressive state of increase, they had many op- 
p<Hients amongst the vulgar as well as the best 
classes of the community.- l^e former, ^ usual, 
persecuted ; and, had not the mt^stracy some- 
times interfered, much viol^ice had been inflicted 
beyond what is related by the sufferers ; and that 
unountB to every thing but loss of life to Mr. 
Wesley, who was always rescued by prayer and 
the immediate interference of God. — i^airs at 
length became so complicated, that the Ardt^ 
prieit 
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priest of the new sect found it necessary to iS* 
vide the kingdom into circuits for his ministera, 
who were annually assembled to give an account 
of their process and conduct, at what was and is 
still cdied a Conference. 

The preachers of this sect are prepared for 
their office by receiving them as private mem- 
bers of the society on trial ; if approved, they are 
admitted at the end of three months: in due 
time they become leaders of classes, and occasion- 
ally exhort. Upon exhibiting proper abilities, th^ 
preach, and from the local are selected the itine- 
rant preachers, who are proposed at the Confer- 
ence, and are then assigned a circuit. After four 
years trial and ' annual examination, they are re- 
ceived into full connection. The preacher and 
his wife are paid £.12 per annum each, and ^.4 
is allowed towards the education of every child: 
*'he being allowed food for himself and horse 
wherever he goes. Thus care, is taken, that none 
«f them shall grow rich by the Gospel." 

During tlie rebellion of I745, Mr. Wesley 
seized every opportunity of enforcing loyalty to 
the reigning Monarch, and, much to his honour, 
solicited for and obtained leave to preach to the 
soldiers stationed at Newcastle upon Tyne; he 
was equally successful in establishing a school at 
Kingswood, near Bristol, suited to his particular 
views, and was indebted to one lady for no less 
than ^.800 towards completing it. A journey 

he 
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be performed at a subsequent period, of which 
he published an' account, exhibits him as a man 
callous to every consideratipa «f health and con- 
venience, and a» one possessed of a constitution 
surpassing all others in its resistance of cold and 
wet. " Many," says one of his biographers, " were 
the hair-breadth escapes which he experienced 
during that time." An unhappy marriage caused 
Mr. Wesley infinite disquietude, which seems to 
have been the consequence of his itinerant habits, 
and perhaps of that hauteur demonstrated in a 
letter to his wife, containing these words alluding 
to her aspersing his character to vindicate her 
own : " Whereas of what importance is i/our 
character to mankind, if you was buried just now? 
or, if you had never lived, what loss would it be • 
to the cause of Giod ?" Unfounded jealousy had 
very baneful efiects on the conduct of Mrs. Wes- 
ley, which would probably never have existed had 
the usual mode of living in the married state pre- 
vailed in his femily. 

Mr. Wesley had for many years indulged the ' 
)iope of uniting in his ministry certain priests of 
the established church, and made the attempt by 
a circular letter in 1764, which entirely failed,; 
nor was he more fortunate in his desire to preserve 
the society from new theories and fancies, which 
Mr. Maxfield, who had been ordained by the 
Bishop of Londonderry, spread rajJidly. " Ou 
Mr. W.'s arrival in town, the visionaries stood 
reproved;" 
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reproved;" but he was »t a Ion how to ac^ ii 
much good had been done ; he, howerer, wrote 
his sentintents to Maxfidd, though without tfa^ 
least effect. Geoi|;e Bdl» a- coadjutor of Max- 
field's, waa a serjeant in the life guards. TUi 
man had bewildered his senies, sEDd outstripped 
all his competitors in enthunasm. Mr. Weakjr 
. was alarmed, and heard him when Bell was mu^ 
eonscious of the circumstance, io order to jui^ 
of the propriety of expelling him from the Fouo- 
dry. On this occasion, Mr. W. discovered that 
he screamed unintelligibly in his ptayera, that he 
conceived he had miraculous discernment of spi- 
rits, and that he was violent against his opposert. 
" I was then convinced," he observes^ " that he 
must not continue to pray at the Fcundry. The 
reproach of Christ I am willing to beu* ; but not 
the reproach ofentkusiatm, if lean help it." 

Bell developed a part of the character cf the 
inhabitants of London which had lain dormant 
for a long period, by presumptuously and wicb- 
ediy prophecying in January 17^3, that the end 
of the world would be on the 38th of Febniaty 
following. Instead of receiving this intimatioa 
with the ind^nation it merited, and pmishing 
the author, the civil power remained ioaotive; 
and the weak and vulgar were terrified ereD:< to nt 
up all dw ascceeding night, and wander in th^ 
neighbouring fidds, expecting they knew not^ 
viat, We^ey, it may be anticipalec^ sti^pt aw^ 
VOL. n. o ^ 
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die same night in perfect tranquillify, and seps* 
rated .(rom Maxfield ; but soou received an ^le 
*t8sistant in the Rev. Mr. Fletcher, vicar of Ma- 
deley, Salop j of whom it is said, " he was de- 
vout, pious, and laborious, in his calHng, in a 
de^prec seldom equalled since the days of the 
"Apostles."*—" From this time, Me. Wesley was 
^ut little troubled by the advocates for absolute , 
predestination. Mr. Fletcher's works have beea 
a standing answer to all those who assert it." 

About the year I783, Mr. Wesley executed a 
^eed which, having been enrolled in Chancery^ 
-made the Conference a legal body, and secured 
the right of the society to tlieir diflb-ent chapels. 
This act was, perhaps, the most important of 
hia long life, except that thus mentioned by Coke 
and Moore : *' Dr. Coke and Mr. Creighton ac- 
cordingly met him in Bristol ; when, with their 
assistance, he ordained Mr. Richard Whatcoat 
and Mr. Thomas Vasey Presbyters for America.; 
■and, beii^ peculiarly attached to every rite of 
'the Church of England, did afterwards ordain 
'Dr. Coke a tuperintcTidant under his hand and 
.seaL^' Lest this superintendant should be mis- 
taken for something less, he received from Mr. 
Wesley: testimonials directed to the brethren in 
:AnKrica, decidedly pronopncing him a bishop, 
.consecrated settmdiim usum Methodistce. Mr. 
Wesley died March Sd, 1791, in the eighty- 
eighth year of his age; but not so his society, 
. . that 
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that flourishes with ' unexampled vigonf, subject 
only to those feuds which are the inevitable con-' 
sequences of religious as well as civil liberty. 

Having introduced Mr. Wesley to the notice 
of my readers, I shall permit him to speak of bia' 
own acts in an extract from his Journal between 
1741 and 1743, published in 1749 = " Thursday, 
13th January 1743, I rode to Stratford upon 
Avon. I had scarce sat down before I was in- 
formed, that Mrs. K., a middle-aged woman, of 
Shattery, half a mile from Stratford, had been for 
many weeks last past in a way which nobody 
could understand : that she had sent for a mini- 
ster, but almost as soon as he came began roaring 
in so strange a manner (her tongue, at the same 
time, hanging out of her mouth, and her face 
distorted into the most terrible form), that he 
cried out, ' It is the devil I doubtless, it is the 
devil r and immediately went away. I suppose 
this was some unphilosophical minister, else he 
would have said, ' Stark mad ! send her to Bed- 
lam.* I asked, What good do you think I can 
do ? One answered. We cannot tell ; but Mrs. K. 
(I just relate what was spoken to me, without 
passing any judgment upon it) earnestly desired 
you might come, if you was any where near ; say- 
ing, ' She had seen you in a dream, and should 
ktiow you immediately.' But the devil said (those ' 
were her own expressions), ' I will tear thy throat 
out before he comes.' But afterwards (she said) . 
Q 3 hk 
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be qMWt; uul tl^ ibalt be a« if HQtlung ailod 

thee, till )fe i« gone away.* A TWy otM kiod of 

m^xlnesii this I 1 walked over gbout nooni but 

vl>en ne came to the hot^e, ^eurcd lU those who 

c^me with me to stay below. One shewiifg me 

the way, i went vp strait to her room. As soon 89 

I came to the bedside, aha fixed her eyes en me, 

ftod saifl, ' You are Mr. Wesley ; I am very weU 

now, I th»ak God. Nothing ails me ; only I am 

weak.' I called them up, nnd we h^an to sing^ 

' Jesus thou hast bid us pray { 

Pray always, and not faint : 

With the word i^ power convey 

To utter our complaint,' 

After singing a verse or two, we kneeled dowa 

to prayer. I had but just began (my eyes being; 

shut), tf>A«i / felt as \f I had been plunged 

into cold water ; an/i immdiately there was suck 

aroar, that jmf voice was guit^ drowned, though 

I spoke as hud as I uswdly da to three or Jour 

thousand people. However^ I prayed, on. She 

was then reared up in the bed, her whole body 

moving at once, without bending one joint of 

Umb, just as if it were one piece of stone. Immer- 

diately after, it w«s lyritfaed into all kind of pos- 

'■^ same horrid yell continuing stilL But 

:r not till all the symptomis ceased, and 

[for the pxeseut, at least). c«yaidng an4 

3od." 

" Sunday, 
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*' Sunday, Sth. I ciied *\wA ia RAJteli^ 
«c(uar% 'Why wiU ye die, O heuM of hntetr 
OiAy one poor nm was exeen^g tioisy and t«^ 
bulditt ; b»t in a nonMnt God tout:hed bis heait 
— he hm^ dottn his head, tears covcMd hi» Jaee, 
^nd hia voice was heard no more." 

" Thursday, 23d. In die evening, alnitet lA 
soon as I b^an to pn^ in thMocie^, a vdksi <rf 
bitter lamentation and better oiouRiing was hetrtf 
from the whole congregation} but, in a While, 
loud thankegivni^ wem mixt therewith, wki(^, 
in a short space, spread over all ; bo that nothing 
was to be heard on every side but praiae to God 
and to the Lamb for evbr and evet* T 

" Friday, S4th. I had notes frott nineteen pOf* 
■90ns, desiring to return Ged thai^; soinfe of them 
ibUow. Joha Merriman, a Uiild maiky desires to . 
return thanks- to Almigh^ God See the discovery 
of l^s love to him, an old sinner. One desires lb 
itetQm God thanks for givii^ her v token -«if hift 
Jove, in removing all prejudices, and giving her 
)oTe to all manlcind. 'E£th D. denmff to return 
thanks for ^feat andunsp^coble -mercies, idiioh 
the Lord was pleased to reVealto her heart— evah 
telling me, * I iini He that blotteth' outthy trana- ■ 
.gressions; and thy sins will I remember no more^* 
And I desire that the praise of the Lord may be 
ifver in ray heart" 

(f^tindi^, SU After praoclsBg ia tiie reom 

at 
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»t fire, I begui preaching about eight it ihe 
hospital. It rained all the time; but that did 
not disturb either me or ,the congr^tion, while 
I explained, ' Thou shalt call his name Jesus [ 
for he shall save his people fVom their sins.'** 

Common patience becomes exhausted on read-- 
jng the bhave instances of enthusiasm, particularly 
when we find that Mr. Wesley could condemn 
that of another, though produced by himself. 
** Saturday, 4th. I was both surprised and grieved 
at a genuine instance of enthusiasm. J — t 

B , of Tanfield Leigh, who had received a 

sense of the love of God a few days before, came 
riding through the town, hollowing and shouting, 
.and driving all the people before him, telling' 
them, * God had told him he should be a king, 
and should tread all his enemies under his feet.* 
J sent him home immediately to his work, and 
advised him to cry day aod night to God, that he 
might be lowly in heart, lest Satan should agsun 
get an advantage over him." 

" Satorday, Dec. 25th. The physician told me 

he could do no more; Mr. Meyrick could not 

live over the night I went up, and found them 

all crying about him ; his legs being cold, and (as 

:* -=™,-^j dead already. We all kneeled down, 

d upon God, with strong cries and tears, 

led his eyes, and called for me. And 

it hour he continued to recover his 

strength, 
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•trehgth, till he was restored to perfect healttif. 
■— I wait to hear who will either disprove thft 
fact, or philosophically account for it.** 

Had it been in the nature of things possible 
that Mr. Westey could have enlightened the 
minds of the vulgar who heard him, previous to 
his using the means he 'adopted of terrifying 
them into a knowledge of the God of Mercy, the 
efiects of his preaching had not been so con- 
spicuous. The violent declamations of a zealot, 
armed with all the horrors of eternal perdition* 
■may ntake a sensible man reflect, and amend; but 
he cannot derange his faculties, and enervate his 
frame. The case, however, is for otherwise with 
the uninformed, to whom the metaphorical laa- 
guage of enthusiasm becomes divine truth, and 
all the terrors belonging to the obstinately wicked 
are applied to themselves, without a hope of re- 
mission and forgiveness, though they are acti^atly 
entitled to both by the symptoms of repentance 
they exhibit. I am well aware of the comments I 
shall draw upon myself, by reprobating coercion 
in religion, and recommending persuasion and 
demonstration; and I shall probably be told, it is 
my business to relate, and not to comment. I 
«hall, however, do both ; and conclude my speci- 
mens of Mr. Wesley's ministry and customs with 
two most afflicting instances of the powers of 
eloquence, and preaching damnation to the un- 
fettered 'multitude. If any, besides bigoted en- 
thusiasts, 
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llMwitiitg, tpprave of the eSeeti jirodocpd, I vm 
CKHiteiited to be pronounced an incompetent jadg» 
of the intentiiin of the Scriptures. 

** A woman suddenly cried out, u in the ago- 
Ittes of de&th, and continued to do so for some 
time, widi all the signs of the sharpest anguish, 
One felt as it were the piercing of a sword, and 
OBuld not avoid crying out even in the street 
Two others were constrained to roar, as seized 
with great pain; another, as out of the belly of 
bell. A young man, suddenly seized witii violent 
faonbliog all over, sunk down to the ground. 
f One. and another, and another, sunk to the 
flartfa. The^ dropped on every side as thuoder- 
struck. One was so wounded with the sword of 
the Spirit, Ihat you would have imagined she 
could not live a monient. A woman broke out 
into strong cries : great 4i^pa of sweat ran down 
her fiice, and all her bones shook. A Quaker 
drc^ped down as thunder-struck in an a^ny 
terrible to behold. Another person reeled four 
or 6ve steps, and then dropped down. One fallen, 
rttvhtg mad, changed colour, feU off his diair, 
Bcrea^aed terribly, beat hiipselfi^instthegroundi 
his btneast heavii^ as in the pangs of deaths roar- 
ing-out, 'O tiiou devil! legions of devils!' &c. 
Three persons, almost at once, sunk down as dead. 
A little boy was seized m the same manner ; a 
jouog map, fixing his eyes upon him, sunk liim- 
tdf i^owfk as one dead; and beat hims^ againa^ 

th? 
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th* gv«u«d ; SUE mea cbx^ ecsr6» bofal hidi. 
Odters b^an to cry out, isubmuch that »& th« 
houie (and indeed atl the street for acme space) 
was ia an »|N'oar, Some were lo torn with con* 
TnlsLVe motion in ecery part of their bodicft, that 
four or five persons could not hold one of th«ni. 
While I was ^leaking, one droppsd down as deed; 
preiently a second and tb^. Five othert sonfic 
dawn, most of them in Tiolent agonies^ in the 
pMos of belt, and snare& of death ; ooe, an hottr 
in strong pain ; one or two more for three dws." 
^leaking of a young iUitentte femai^ ^d about 
ninateen, tnader the influence of the dsntiotw of 
«ithndasm mad de^air, and a victim t» one of 
hia sermons or expoundings^ that gentleman aays 
in his Journal, that it required two or three men 
to hold her in bed, while " a thousand ^stor^ 
tioDs shewed how the dogs of hell were gnawing 
her heart. She shrieKed, and screamed out, * I 
am damned! damned 1 Six dc^s ago, yeu might 
hare helped me; but now it is all pamed. I 
am liie devils now ; I have given myself to hmi ; 
his I am ; httA I must serve ; wivh him I must go 
tobell; fuul/behis; I wi7/ser?ehim; IwiUgo 
with him to hell v I cawiot, i will not be saved ; 
toMstylwiil, ImU, i tm/f, be damned. She 
then began praying to the devil. We began^ 
'Aim of the Lord, affaire, awatt«r ^le' imme- 
diately sunk down as aslsep; but, as soon as we 
I^Oifl^ bfoke Out vrttlk inexpressible vehemence, 
^ Strong 
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*StTo^ hearts, breaki lam awarning toymt 
ftm need not be damoed, though I must.'' She 
then fixed her eyes on the corner of the cielin^ 
and said, ' There he is ; aye, there he it. Com^ 
good devil, come, take me away. You said yon 
would dash my brdxta out. Come, do it quickly ; 
lamyour's; I will be your's. Come just now, 
lake me away.' We jntemipted her by calling 
again upoa God. We continued in }Miiyer till 
past eleven; when God, in a moment, 8pake;fe&ce 
to her soul." 

It may be observed, that all these details of 
facts are foreign to the object 1 have tn view; 
but I b^ leave to answer, that each of the cir- 
cumstances related tend to explain the state of the 
human mind as it existed amopgst the middling 
and lower orders of the people, which was evi- 
dently a mere blank trough want of cultivation, 
and capable of receiving the most improper im- 
pressions from inability to discriminate between 
the ^und doctrine of the preacher, and his ex- 
traneous illustrations; hence, in numerous in- 
stances, actual madness was engendered, and not 
reformation. Energy in the preacher, and a mo- 
derate appeal to the passions, are extremely use- 
ful ; but excess of zeal is as mischievous as a de- 
ficiency of that quality. 

We must now proceed to notice an ardent pro- 
moter of Mr. Wesley's designs. 

George Whitefield was a native of Gloucester, 
and 
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and bom in December I714. At the age of 19 
he became one of the scholars of a grammar- 
school, established in that city ; at 1 7 he exhibited 
symptoma of a strong sense of religion; at 18 
he went to Pembroke College, Oxford ; and, ia 
about one year after this event, he, in the word» 
of Wesley's funeral sermon on him, ' became ac- 
quainted with the Methodists (so called), whom 
from that time he loved as his own soul.' From 
this sect he received the information that he must 
be born again, or outward religion availed him 
nothing. Impressed with this supposition, he 
b^;an to assist in the active operations of hi* 
brethren, by fasting on Wednesdays and Fridays, 
visiting prisoners and sick persons; and, in short, 
according to Wesley, he gathered up the very 
fragments of time, that no moment might be lost. 
A complete change in the course of his studia 
followed, and those were directed solely to obtain 
a thorough knowledge of Christ crucified. Neglect 
and contempt, and the loss of kindness from his 
best friends, inward trials, sleepless nights, pro- 
stration on the ground, and groaning several 
months, were evidences of his trijil, " as with 
fire." But, at- the close of that time, the Divi- 
nity was pleased to give him the spirit of adop- 
tion, " enabling him through a living feith to lay 
hold on the son of his love." It cannot be sup- 
posed that human nature could sustain such a 
fiJijflict without suffering some corporeal derange- 
inent; 
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inent; to reeorer which be went to GldueestH-, 
wliere ** God enabled him to awake several youag 
persons :" those, with himself, formed a tociety ^ 
he read twice or oftener a week to the poor klid 
the prisoners of the couaty gao^ and prayed with 
the latter. 

At the age of 31, he was solicited to enter into 
holy orders; but resisted, through a convictioft of 
his insufficiency. At length, the BiAop ptfr- 
Vailed upon him to consent, adding tht cofDpK^ 
axnt, ^t though he had determined to ord^n 
no one under the age of £3, be would make an 
exeeption in his favour. This etent took place 
on Trinity Sunday, 173^. He preadied for the 
first time on the succeeding Sabbath day ; amd, 
returmng to Oxford, he received bis degree 4f 
A. B. While at the Unrptrsity he was ifldefatig* 
able with the prisoners and the poor. An ttavita- 
(Bon to serve the cure c^ a friend ift London, Ivfrile 
be went into the country, ieaused him to visH the 
metropolis: bis losings we« witbai thfc waHi 
of the Tower, in the chapel of which he oflrciatal 
twicQ a week, " catechuing and preaehinfg tmce, 
beside daily visitii^ the soldiers in tiie ban^cks 
and the inSrmary. He also read pmyets evety 
evening at Wapping chapel, and preathed at 
Luc^te jwison every Tuesday." Be was invited 
soon after to go to Georgia, bat reftised, and t^ain 
vetorned'toC^ord; whence he went to tfae ettfe 
(]f pMOiinerinHapipflMre. At tNs plaCe he read 
prayera 
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prayer* early in the morning daily ; and, ifter 
the people left their work, catechised the chil- 
di^n« and visited all who would admit him. In 
order to accomplish this fatigaing duty, he di- 
vided the day into three portions; eight hours of 
which were appropriated to steeping and eating, 
f^bt for retire^ient an4 study, and the remainder 
fift the ofSees already mentioned. 

In January I737tbe became convinced; he wis 
(Wlted i^woQ^> and left Dammer for GIouceBter to 
take leave of his frieodf). In the course of thii 
joiirn^, such was the eagerness of the peo];4e to 
he«r him preach, " the heat of tbfi churches wat 
ic^roe supportable." It is not necessary to follow 
|4r. Wtete^d oq his first voyage to America^ 
whoM! he fiMind thoueands of admirers ; but wa 
-vhaU sieet hi» on his return to England for tho 
^Tpose of raising contributiotM for founding aa 
Ckjf^n-htwae in Geor^a. On the 14th of Jano*- 
ary I73fl, he waaordained priest at Christ Church, 
Oxibrd; and came to London the next day. Qo 
pF«achidag several sermons, he found his auditors 
so extremely numerous, that be had thoughts of 
adtdresging diem m future in the open air ; his 
friends, however, dissuaded bim from it, and his 
design, wes postponed. till Uie 3ist of February, 
" when findii^ all the cburcbi doors to be shut in 
Bnstol (be»de Uiat no .church was ^e to contain 
«B6 iiaii of the oot^iregatiwi)^ at 3 in the after* 
noon, he wffft to Kii^wood, «fid preiwbed ^lOEii 
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to near 3000 people." This number, according ta 
Wesley, afterwards increased to 5 and even 1 0,000. 

Between the above period and August, he pur- 
sued this ministry; and, at length, embarked for, 
and arrived in America. There we are informed, 
*' In all places the greater part were affected to an 
amazing d^ree : many were deeply convinced of 
their lost state ; many truly converted to God. . 
In some places, thousands cried out aloud, many 
as in the agonies of death ; most were drowned in 
tears ; some turned as pale as death ; othen were 
wringing their hands ; others lying on the ground; 
others sinking into the arms of their friends, al-- 
most all lifting up their eyes, and calling for 
mercy. He returned to Savannah, June 5th. The* 
next evening, during the public service, the whole 
oongr^tion, young and old, were dissolved in 
tears. After servfce, several of the parishioners, 
and all his &mily, particularly the little children, 
returned home crying along the street, and some 
could not help praying aloud. The groans and 
cries of the children continued all night, and great 
part of the next day." 

The Reverend George Whitefield died at New- 
bury in New England I77O. 

As I have quoted many passages from Mr. John 
Wesley's Journal, it will be necessary to pursue 
the same method with Mr. Whitefield ; that the 
reader who is not acquwnted with the operations 
of the sect may form a general idea of it. 

" Sunday, 
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" Sunday, Januaiy 7 th. Preached twice to-dfty» 
and expounded with great, power to three socie- 
ties ; one of which I never visited before. God 
grant I may pursue the method of expounding 
and praying extempore. I find God blesses it 
more and more. Had another love-feast, and 
spent the whole night in prayer and thanksgiving 
at Fetter-lane. There was a great pouring out of 
the spirit amongst the brethren; but I cannot 
say I was so futl of joy as the last night we spent 
tt^ether." • 

" Monday, January 8th. Though I sat up all 
night, yet God cElrried me through the work of 
the day with about an hour's sleep. Expounded 
in the evenings and confuted a virulent opposer 
of the doctrines of the new birth, and justification 
by &ith only. But what can be said to those 
that will not be convinced ? Lord, (^n thou 
their hearts and eyes ! Spent the remainder of 
the evenrag with our bands, which'are little com- 
binations of six or more Christians meeting to- 
other to compEir& their experiences. Build ye up 
one tuiother, even as also ye do. Confess your 
faults one to another, and pray to one another 
that ye may be healed." 

(( ...._.. Near'nine times has God enabled me 
to preach this week, and to expound twelve or 
fourteen times. Near ^AO, I believe, have been 
collected for the Orphan^bouse. I find I gain 
' greater jight and knowledge by preaching ex- 
tempore ; 
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lempete ! to that I finr I should qu<nch the Spirit 
did I not go on to speak as he gires me utter- 
ance. Waited upon an oj^posing clei^man, and 
bad a conler^Qce with him of near two hours: hi* 
grand objection was agaiast our private societtes. 
Jn answer, I shewed that that act (Charles U.) 
was entirely levelled against seditious schiamatie^ 
mQetiQg% contrary to the Church of England, 
Y^ich confines us to a form in public worship 
only. He replied that^irs was public worship ; 
but this I deny ; for ours were societies nerer in- 
tended to be set up in opposition to the pubUc 
Worship by law estabUshed ; but o^y in imitatioa 
of the primitive Christians, who ooatinued daily 
with one acc<n^ in the temple ; and yet in fellow^ 
dbip builduig 1^ one another, and exhorting, one 
•notber A'md house to house." 

*' Sunday, Feb. 4th. Had a oondbrtable nigbCs 
rest ; was warmed much by talking to an ahnost 
ChfistisB, that came to adc me certain ques^ns. 
IVe9ched in the morning at St George's in the 
East, collected ^.16 for the Orphan-bouse; and 
bad, I betieve, 6&o eonamnnicants, wfaic^ bigfaly 
^Ibnded the offidating curate. Poor man ! I 
pitied ani frayed for him amcerehf. 

" This has been a Sabbath indeed ! How has 
God owned me before near i3>0O6 people this 
day \ How has he strengthaied my body I How 
has he filled and satisfied my sou) ! Now know X, 
tbat I dSd reeem die Holy Ghost at ivposition 

of 
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{}f hands; for 1 feet It- as, much as-EUibft 4^ 
when Elijah dropped his qjantle^ Nay, otfeeFSi 
see it also;; and my opposen, would: they bttfi 
speak, cannot but confess that God is with m? of 
a truth. Wherefore, then, d<) they fight against 
Godf". ■' ■ . , ,. , " . . ,,■ ... ■, 

" Reached Northampton al^out ftv<^ in ■ tU« 
evening, and was most .coucteaasly received' by 
Dr. Doddridge, master of the academy there. ' At 
seven, according to appointment, I preached to 
about ^000 hearers, on a common net^r Uie tpwQ, 
from the starting post. Great power, I believe, 
was amongst us, and I preached with wonderful 
pleasure ; because I thought I had then actual 
possession of one of the devil's strong holds." 

"Friday, June 1st. Dined at Old Ford ; gave a 
short exhortation to a few people in a field, and 
preached in the evening at a place called May 
Fair, near Hyde Park Corner. The cong^gation, 
1 believe, consisted of near 80,000 'people. It 
was by &r the largest I ever preached to yet.' 
In the time of my prayer, there was a little 
noise, but they kept a deep silence during my 
whole discourse. An high and very commodious 
scaffold was erected for me to stand upon ; and 
though I was weak in myself, yet God strengthr 
ened me to speak so loud that most could hear, 
and BO powerfully that most, I believejfcould feel." 
However the moralist nmy r^p-et that the pro- 
fessors of the Christian religion have separated 
vol.. n. p into 
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nm «b ittihy ftp|^'«ite paths, tvhen one might Wte 
ttiMc^ to lead to the object in view, the satut 
in every division, he cannbt but feel infinite sa- 
luBLction m reflet^ng.that Methodism has effected 
ft gveat clifii^ for the better in the very loweA 
classes of society, since the violent enthusiasm it 
ftcMnmetiged with has subsided. And now, to. conr 
6hld& my sketch of the history of Religion in 
fingland, it should be observed, that the good 
tense of society at large, more than the influence 
etf Government, has suppressed every attempt to 
introduce doctrines not founded solely upon the 
Scsiptures. Presumption, enthusiasm, and insa^ 
Wily, itivariably meet vi'ith the fete of the French 
Prophets, Swedenborg, Brothers, and Jemima 
WSIkinsiHi. The followmg account of the Gallic 
}ttipost(»« will senie as an illustration of all subse- 
l|u«it'fbllie8 of a religious origin. 

■Rm French Prophets, as they were termed, 
Mused all the latent seeds of religious superstition 
m London,' by their arrivaHn]70£r. Elias Marion 
Was a native of Bair^, -in the Upper Cayennes, 
knd born I678. His parents, who were Protest- 
iHits, placed him with an attorney, with whom he 
CDntxntKd three years. At the end of which pe- 
i4od, he returned to his relatives, and immedi- 
fttely coalesced with two of his brothers, previ- 
ously inspfted. The spirit that prompted their 
movements commanded Elias to fight for the 
Gospel; but, being defeated, the French mo- 
narch 
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tMrch parmitted hnn^ with others^ to retire tt> 
Lpusanne; when a second noliice, by inspiration, 
sent'htmto London. 

Johd'Cavalier w»g bom atSauve, itttheCtveif- 
DeB^of Protestantparents.; and beii^- accidentatif 
present at a' numerous enthosiaatje ni«eting at 
Barr4 tie became inspired; by theiVantic agiti^ 
tions of three boys, which produced, a. violent 
hiccough of nine months doraticm, without' the 
gift of gpeecli.1 'The -fecutties of his ton^e were 
at length restored in & paroxysm of esctacyv and 
ne became a Prophet. 

Dorand F^e was a native of Aubais in Lan- 
guedoc, and bore arms in the militia employed 
gainst the Camizare. He was present 'at one of 
the extatic meetinge then held in that part'of 
France; and being told by a relation when in 
extacy, that the ■ swonl by his side would he 
. dravm against the enemies of the Gospe4, be 
received the hint kindly, and commenced IVo- 
phet. 

'Hiese men are supposed to have visited England 
io h»pes of obtaining military employment, a% 
iwveral regiments were then raising for an intended 
descCTit on Fnmce; but, being disappointed, th^ 
had recourse to a more profitable pursuit, one ia 
which they were eminently succes^l, and-wei^ 
followed by crowds, who comprehended as mw^ 
o£ their ridiculous rhapsodies as themselves who 
ott««d them. Three associates, ««ned John 
P 8 Daude, 
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Daude, Nicholas Facio^ and Charles Portaks, at- 
tended their exhibitions, for the express purpose 
of making notes of the sentences pronounced by 
the Prophets. When rapidity of utterance reh- 
dered this operation difficult, they consulted each 
other's memorandums ; and iaiUng in this, they 
had recourse to prayer, when the Spirit supplied 
the very words. 

Amongst the dupes these impostors attracted to 
tiieir scandalous meetings was Sir Richard Bulke- 
ley, a man much deformed in person, and, it 
inust be allowed, not less so in mind, when it ^ 
known that he so completely subscribed to the 
truth of the mission of the pretended Prophets as 
to wear his clothes threadbare and dir^, to that 
degree his friends reproached him for jneanness, 
to whom he replied, " That the l^irit had declared 
he should be made strait, and that he would stay 
till the Spirit had fulfilled his promise; for to 
buy new ones now, would be money thrown away 
to no purpose, because they would not fit him 
when he was strait," The Prophets made other 
proselytes, particularly Mr. Lacy and Betty 
Gregy who shall be introduced from " Enthusi-^ 
astic Impostors no divinely-inspired Prophets," 
published by Morphew, 1707. 
, *' At a meeting at Sir Richard Bulkeley'i 
chamber, in Great Russel-street, where were pre- 
sent Mr. Lacy, Mr. AUut, Mr. Fado, Mr. Marion, 
Mr. Cavalier, and almost the whole room full of 
other 
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other people ; Bet^ CIrey, under violent Sta- 
tions, personated the great w of Antichrist; 

took ail the chah^ in the room and barricaded the 
'^door, that nobody might come in or go oat This 
done, she laid aside her manteau and ni^t- 
^othes, tied up her hair before all the company 
with singular modesty ; then taking a peruke and 
hat that she fovind in ^e room^ put them on her 
head, and 'sat down in an elbow chair very majes- 
' tically, with her arms akembo. After this, she 
' rose out of the chair, and ' for about an hour tt^- 
ther thumped and beat with her fist eveiy one in 
the room in their turns, except Mr. Lacey ; Sir 
Richard Bulkeiey hid himself a while in a comer 
of the room, in hopes to avoid the efiectn of her 
fiiry i bat she, finding him out, laid upon him 
unmercifully, without any regard to his diminu- 
tive, infirm corps, or his quality; insomuch that 
he found himwlf obliged to make his escape «ver 
the bed, to -shelter himself from the hard blows of 

this termagant W-; of Antichrist; who,a8Boaii 

as the skirmish was over, sat down again in tile 
dbow chair ; and, being still in an eztacy, <^ened 
her mouth, and felt ranting at a rate agreeable to 
her own character, and the w— ■ — she repre- 
sented. 

" Then Mr. Alhit, felling into agitations, and 

being commanded by the Spjrit to combat this 

female fury, cries out, Es tu la grande bite, la 

putain 
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pKtalu A Bab^ioH? Then vsM up^ {Milled twr 
dinni upon 1\k floor, stamped upon her, kWlced. 
.iwr about » if she b«d been a dead'oU^ Bnd, 
-inaikingin triumphofi her body, <tood upon-lisr 
ivnast ;tiU sbe i4)peared Ufeless. ImOae^MlaAy 
'after, ^e roaciUfs j^fee* and ^gttve t^nkt, tbit 

. Aetishntt and tbe w of Babjflwi weoe ^ver- 

eonsfc. U{)oa wh(ch> both' tibeir .i>i8{HKaU(His 
•^eeaed ; «nd both 4be «(/w« deilved itbejr had 
joe seirtc or mnembittBce of what had patted m 
•ibii -^fscontre; though they made such :a horftd 
f«ow&m 4^ ho%M9, ithatSir Ruhard's lakidkt^ 
igaveiwB'Avarfiic^to be.'gOTte." — Th^ipetaea who 
[Mlatae this monatroiia conduct 4e6ltats faitnBrif 
Hbo have hoNinot only aa ocular witoeu 'of.lt, b«t 
^•■aoipofsal-Mie, when receiving th^blovkiu^tal 
..bjyr the iBoders iady «f Babytoti. 
' liihalLaowFderihepeMkrtotheanBatedpl^, 
'Mipi«d frora a ^leet, pai^ffaed by ,J. Af^bse, 
.1 707, findjCEiUed " the En^h «nd ^French Veo- 
ifkhetsDwdxir bewi^tAtitheir-aaievblieBi^fialid- 
-:1>nni« G&nkns,i&o/' 

i. : Thecotn^skni.oftfaisbmariesflwiathe'ai^iaK- 

.-Safie of the mrat of ihe frdtena^ at GuiJdbi^, 

.jnh«re 4heywei«. tried fin- inipaatora, and foHud 

fter which, Elias Marion, Fashein*,«Hl 

ivere aenteneed to stetAl oa a;MAffii>ld at 

f I suppose Faoo. 

diaring 
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Charing Cross and the Royal Exchange, with 
papers on their iHcasts, explaining the nataie pf 
their offences, andt^ p^ ^^-fjoarks each. Hut 
punishment made the remainder of the brethren 
more cautious in their j^roceedings, and their 
private meetii^ were gradually discontinued 
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8VPERSTITIOX. 

A LONG and disgusting tale of mental infir- 
mity lies before me. It would require volumes, 
onty Id sketch t^e fears, the terrors, the horrors, 
the cruelties, of man, when under the influence of 
Superstition. We have, nothing to do with the 
follies and fancies of the inhabitants of oth? r couDt 
tries in this particular, though we certainly de- 
rived many of our prejudices from them. At prer 
sent, the reader shall receive some information, 
from a very learned and high authority indeed, as 
to the signification and etymology of the words 
Magic and Necromancy. Thus saith the weak 
king who filled the seat of the learned and artful 
Elizabeth as her immediate successor: and who 
shall we select to, speak more feelingly on the sub- 
ject than this Royal slave to superstition ? 

" Tlie word Magi, in the Persian tongue, im- 
ports as much as to be a contemplator or inter- 
preter of divine and heavenly sciences; which 
being first used among the Chaldees, through 
their ignorance of the true Divinity, was esteemed 
and reputed amongst them as a principal virtue: 
, w.ii i an4 
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MoA therefere was named unjuetly witii an Hon- 
enrable style ; which name the Greeks imitated, 
geaerally importing all these tinds of unlawfol 
art*. And this word Necromancy is a Greek word 
isompouoded of Ni'x^aw and fuiStia ; which is to 
.say, the prophecy by the dead. Tliis last name 
is given to this black and anlawtiil science by the 
figure Synechdoche, because it ia a principal part 
of that art, to serve themselves with dead carcases 
m their divinations," 

. According to our Royal authority, the Necro- 
iHonoer is the master and commander of the 
arch^«nemy of mankind ; but the Witch, an in>- 
farior order of being, is the servant or slave of the 
latter. The Nporomancer being indulged with 
temporanf . pevrer, in order that fais soul might 
liecome completely entangled- in ffaesnareft of the 
great deceiver, the learned ttnd the ignwttnt w»« 
i^nally admitted to a participation in this shorts 
enduring dignity. '* The learned have their cty- 
rio^ty wakened up, and fed by that which I call 
Jlis schoof — T this is the Astrolt^ JudTciar ; for, 
divers men having attained to a great perfection 
in. learning, and yet reitiaining^ overbare, alas 1 of 
the Spipit of regeneration, and fruits thereof, 
findiag all natural things common, as well to the 
stupid pedants as unto themj th^ assay to vindi- 
eate unto tbciA a gi^ter name, by not mily know- 
ing the course of things heavenly, but likcnise 
fo dinb to the knoi|rkdge of things to come theie- 

by: 
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bf ; which at the tint face appeanin^ lawful unto 
thtm, in respect the ground there seemeth to pro- 
tittd cf natural oauaes only, they we so allureil 
titeMhy> that, finding their practice to prove tnie 
io «uodry things, they study to Icnow the caoae 
tJierei^; and so movnting from degree to degree, 
■pen tfie slippery and uncertain scale of curiosity, 
tbey :are at last enticed, that where lawful arts oqr 
aoieaoes fail to satisfy their restless minds, even 
to seek to that black and unlawfiil science of 
Af^ic; where ftndnig, at the first, that such tbitera 
fctntt of circles and conjarations, rightly joined 
theieunto,-will raise such divers forms of spirit^ to 
niscAve tl^m ^ ^Mr<donbtB ; and attributing die 
doing thereof to the power iraq)arably tied, «r 
inhereirt in the circles, and many words of God 
eonliisedly wrapped ib, they bKndly glory <rf 
themselves, as if thi^ had by their qoidtness of 
CBghie made a conquest of Plato's dominioo, and 
were become emperors over the Stygian briMte- 
tSttj where, in the mean time, ^(roiserable 
wretches Q they are to beccmie, in very deed, 
bondslaves to their mortal enemy." 

The devil's rudiments he ^&ieB generally tlw 
nrtoe of word, heri>, and ston^ used by channs 
and wkhont natural causes; oftbe sunedeMnp* 
tjoB w»e flU kinds of " practiques freites," &c, 
which would not bear the test of feasoai : " i 
mean," ctmtinues the Monarch, " other by sodi 
kiBd of durms at cmunonly daft wivBs um for 
healing 
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twaUng of fbtespqken goods, for preeervii^ them 
irom evil eyes, by knittmg rountreei, or snndricst 
kind <c^ herbs, to^^e hair or tail of the goodss 
by CMitog tiie worm, by stemming of blood, by 
fatBding of bonecrooks, by turning of the riddlfl^ 
•r'deiflg of mich like innumerable thing*, by 
voniB, without ^iplying any thing meet to tt» 
fort oflfended, as medicinei do." 

Theobaerven of die operations of Kature hire, 
■ceonding to Jamea, from Uie beginning called the 
aoeoce of the movements of the planets, && 
idstnmoima : a word compounded from two in 
the Qreek'itanguage, expressing the Uw of the 
itan : en art, commendabte in itself, and eonneet- 
ed'with the mathematics. Astrohgia, howem', 
«Bems to be in a ¥ery different predicamait, whidi 
is defined as tjie jfreseAtn^ o/" /Ae starw.-^This 
system coiuists of two puts; the first enables the 
frofeMor to ascertain ^e power of simples, and 
^nesses, the course of the Beasons, and the wea? 
-tfaer, which are sUi^Kxed to be governed by th«r 
iaflaaice. The second part consists in the reli- 
■nccon that influence; and thence foretelling the 
lenilulaaM of states, the ftte ofhattles, the ^ 
foay 'pertiotilir person m^ attain, ^e time <tf 
their ideoesBe, &c &c. Prom the latter, many 
linautlMa hove diverged, -under the terms e^ 
'Cb^Bianc^, Geonaan<^, Hydromancy, Aritfi- 
matsoy, &C. &c. This part the King gives to 
|fae idedl's school. To cotichtde our abstract of 
aportioij 
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jtions 'ittust have few or more in number of die 
persons coi^urois (always passing the Bingular 
unmber); according to the jquality of the circle 
,8Dd fonn'iof apparidon.: .Two principal things 
cannot ttell in that errand be wanted-^holy 
water, (wJUereby the. devil mocks the papists ;) 
and some present of a Jiving, thing unto him. 
Thete .are likewiae certain seastms, days, and 
bouRs, that .they observe in this purpose. 'Hiese 
tilings being all , ready and prepared, circles are 
made triangular, quadrangular, round, double, or 
{singte, acOording to the form of appadtira. that 
they crave. . But to, q>eak of the divers forms of 
itte circles of . the innunierable characters -and 
prosses that . are within and without, and out- 
through the same ; of the divers forms o! appari- 
tions, that that craOy spirit illudes them with; and 
of all such particulars in that action, I remit it to 
over-Biany, that have busied their heads in de~ 
wrihing of the «ame ; as being but curious and ^- 
tog^ther upprofitable. And this lar only I touch, 
that when the conjured spirit appears, wtueh. wiH 
foot be while after many circuulstaiues, long 
prayers, «od n^uch muttering and murmuring of 
the conjurofB ; Uke a papist priest dispatching « 
hunting m969;T-how soon, I say, he appears, if 
they have missed one iota of all their rites; or if 
any of their feet once elide over the circle, through 
terxftr of his fearful apparition; he pays himself at 

that 
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4hat time in his own hand, of that due d^ which 
they ought him, and otherwise would have delayed 
longer to have paid him : I meui, he carries them 
.with him body and soul." 
. The human mind' has ever been prone to super- 
stition. The most antient authors, whose works 
are now in existence have given repeated proofe 
of it The Scriptures convince us, that it was ex- 
tremely difficult to prevent the Israelites from be- 
coming victims to this propensity; and the labours 
of Homer jwesent us with fancies tfiat seem ex- 
tremely ridiculous to us, but which weT« sources 
of constant anxiety to the Greeks. The whole 
Continent of Europe, for very many ages, exhi- 
bited traits of it, and it has descended to the pre- 
sent moment in cuisiderable force. 

It cannot be doubted, that the Abori^nes of this 
island partook of the perceptions which are found 
to esust amongst the natives of regions recently 
jaxplored-; and those, we are informed, ate con- 
stantly tinctured with superstition. Charms and 
incantatibna are practised on every occasion, and 
gopd fLud evil spirits are supposed to interfere in 
their aSaira through life. Admitting this to be 
the fact, it is extremely probable the Britons had 
their beatific visions, and imagined bad spirits de- 
prived them of their di^rent comforts in various 
m;ays. The proximity of the coast of Italy to the 
territories of Greek nations afforded ft ready pas- 
s^ to the conquerors of Europe; aud in return 

for 
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tor- Acir dominatioB, tbfr'^mer inoreased tfeeir 
Bfttive laperetition. Hence the Romans) who-sevt 
dieir armies and priestB in every direction, spread 
their prejudices ; and thus- we must siippoife them 
united in England with those of the natives. 
Much of the superetition of each was connected 
with their peeuliar ideas of religion. 

One of the first instances upon record, though 
possiUy not the very first, of the appearance of an 
angel of light, was that of Edwyn, king of N<«* 
tbamberland, then a Pagan. This monarch. 
Mated aldne, and deep in thought, was suddenly 
addressed by one who informed him, he knew 
the cause of his dejection, and enquired what 
recompence he would make him that delivered 
him from it Edwyn replied, all he possessed 
shoukl be at his service. What, added the visi- 
tor, if I make thee a mightier king than any of 
thy prt^nitors } The kii^ returned the same ait^ 
flwer. Theangelorphantomproposedtoteachhim, 
a better way of life than any of his ancestors had 
practised; and further demanded if he would obey 
him ? *' Yes," rq>lied Edwyn, '* with all my heart.*' 
Satisfied with the result of his iiit^rc^tortes, the 
former laid his hand on the monarch's head, and 
continued, '^When this occurs again, remember 
the' token, your promise, and what I have said^^ 
he then disappeared. Under the influence of his 
nobles, Bdwyn deferred the performance of hit 
eni^ement; and was afterwards attacked by an 
assassin. 
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assassin, who, employed by the king of the We* 
Saxons, aimed a furious blow at him within en- 
venomed sword. Fortunately for the king, asa>- 
vant interposedi and received the weapon throng 
his body, so that the point only reached him. 
Yet such was the deadly effect of the poison, he 
languished for a considerable length of time ; but 
recovered, and immediately took the field ^unst 
the West Saxons, vowing, that he would receive 
the rites of baptism in case of victory. 

Success attended his arms; and his promite 
was forgotten, except that he temporised, by re- 
jecting his idolatrous worship, and condescended 
to hear the Bishop Paulinus preach. Moved by a 
divine impulse, the prelate waited on the kii^ 
and, laying his hand on his head, demanded, if 
he did not recollect that token. ConvKted beyond 
evasion, Edwyn was baptized, and destroyed tttt 
idols and altars of his people. 

The establishment of the Christian reli^on in 
this island introduced and confirmed a new spe- 
cies of superstition. Men who were really zeal- 
ous in spreading the doctrines of the meek Mes- 
siah, and possessed elevated minds, must have 
perceived that the extreme ignorance of dw pe<^^ 
prevented their comprehending the whole system, 
however convincing where a tolerable education 
had prepared the way. Terrors and incitements, 
they erroneously conceived, would answer thaf 
purpose; consequently their invention was in con- 
stant 
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staot exercise for the production of tisione^ to 
promote the erection of churches^ abbeys, and 
their endowments; and evil i^Bcy to temfy, 
where invitation seemed least likely to succeed. 

Moat of the legends may be traced to this- 
source ; others, indeed, may have arisen from^ the 
fancies of minds disordered hy the excessive in- 
dulgence of pious thoughts ; some were natural 
dreams with forced constructions, and many have 
proceeded from the terrors of conscience. All 
those, however, apply to persons possessing the 
advantages of high birth, and the learning of their 
several ages. When we descend to the lower 
classes, who also had their good and evil visitations, 
we must not he surprized that they gave implicit 
credit to what their priests and superiors told 
them as sacred truths, and not to be disputed 
under the penal^ of excommunication. But how 
are we to account for their monstrous concep- 
tions in all the stages of superstition, their persons 
in white, their daemons in black, with burning 
eyes, claws, and a long list of horrors, their belief 
in witches and hot^oblins of every description ? 

The readers of this work will hereafter agree 
with the writer, that it is impossible to doubt the 
vulgar dared not dispute the existence of evil 
spirits, lest they should give them corporeal con- 
vincement ; hut how was it that men of eminence 
9nd of great attainments fell into a similar error ? 
This fact seems so totally irreconcileable to rea- 
son. 
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!^^ Uiat'we tanA 'give It np m ei hopeless cnquiiy. 
Tbaae who haVri Bssaied that they sawwick^K' 
sprites, and felt then' maltgriitj', and witnessed old 
Womeil perfbrtnmg hamm impossibfthi«, and ei- 
perienced the dB'^crts of their iiicantations or spells, 
wei« infkmous and tnahcious inTentors of felsc- 
hbods J those who believM the i^elatlons of such 
persons must be allowed to hav^ been candidates 
for an asylum for lunatics, or had disordered their 
brains b^ study. ■ ' 

The people of England were confirmed in Ihel^ 
credali^ and superstition by their Norman in- 
railers, n^ose curiosity sought continual gratifiba- 
iion from soollisayers and fortuhe-tdlers. Astro- 
logers wet« entert^iiied as part of the royal hous^ 
held; the lonfc of the court followed ^e'eixiunple' 
of the moharch; and thclughth^ common people 
could not' maintain their wis6 men, they l^evt 
where to find them oii every trivial occa^on. 
Signs and dreams were under constant discussion, 
and greatly influenced Both nations in tA the 
trafnsactibns of life. ; 

Peterj a hermit, attracted the notice of th^ 
poblick in the reign of King John, by prognosti- 
cating that the monarch would die ere the suc- 
ceeding Ascension- day J but, unfortunately for this 
presumptuous fool, the king survived to exercise 
flie tyrannic act of hanging him for afelse pro* 
jftet. Yet the eyes of the people were still di- 
re&M iiito the dark gulph of futuri^. 

VOL. II. a Gdward 
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. Edwinl I. had long been eogmedifififtfcevm 
with the Scotch ; snd, although eminently suc> 
oessful against his enemies, thej possessed that 
' fortitude and enterprise, be generally found them 
close inhis rear. When exhausted by omquest, 
he returned to England. Sensible of this trait in 
their national character, and fully appreciating, his 
own abilities as a general, he became persuaded, 
that the very presence of his bones after his de-^ 
cease vrould be efficacious in repelling their ax-, 
miea. He therefore pre^iled upon his son and 
Hiccessor to swear, he would have his body boiled 
in a large cauldron till the fiesh parted, iifbicb was 
to be buried, and the former deposited, wh^re 
they might be cpnveniently obtained to head his 
unknown subjects, and the mcmarch of the day. 
Froiseart says, " his son did not fulfil what be 
had ^wora, but had his father carried to Lon-. 
don, and buried — for which much evil befel 
him." ; 

Polydore Vei^il relates an instance of the su- 
perstition of Edward III., which can hardly hav^ 
been exceeded by that of tl»e lowest of his subjects. 
A considerable sum of money lay spread before 
the king, which yfas intended to be used for his 
amusement. At that i;noment, he &ncied he saw 
his Satanic majesty anticipating hjs purpose, aii^ 
otaving antics round the heap, the produce of A 
ute exacted from the nation. Taking the bint, 
e supposed it to be intended, that the cash i>e: 
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longed to the VintOTrSdward immediately ordered 
it to be restored to his subjects. 

Edward III. went to France, in consequence 
of a defianae sent to the king of that country by- 
Sir Herv^ de Leon, who i» .mentioned in another 
part of this work. The fleet arrived in safety at 
La Hqgue : die king, eager to land, leaped from- 
liis ship to the shore, fell, and struck' hta iace. 
with such Tiolence that the blood gushed oiit of 
his- nostrils. " Dear Sir," said the knight near- 
him, '* let us entreat you to return to your ship, 
and not- think of landing to-day ; for this is -in 
nnfortunate omen." The king instantly replied',. 
'-' Foi: why? I look upon it as very fawourable, 
and a sign that the land i^ desirous of me.*' ' 

Ffew are ignorant of the schemes and artifices 
contrived by the priests of die middle^es to pro- 
mote their pious or interested views. We are- 
not, however, quite so well tnfbrmed as to -die 
immediate feelings of individuals on those sub- 
jects: Froissart relates a conversation bet^ffien 
himself and Sir William de Lisle, concerning St. 
Patrick's hole, which is intere^ng with reqiect 
to the purpose of this chapter of my work. — "On- 
the Friday we rode out together; and, on the 
road, I asked if be had accompanied the Rii^oa 
his etpeditton to Ireland. Ue said be bad. I then 
.«sked if there were any f<MHidat)Dn ia truth for 
what was said of St. Patrick's hole. He replied 
there was ; and that he and another knigb^ ducf 
as iog 
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imgdu King's ttsy at DiUiUn, had bnnlbtiK*. 
They entered it at uh^iet, lemaincd tiiere Ac 
•vihoio nighty uid came out at snnTrife the 'mxt 
nioraittg. I requested he wonld tell me whctber 
be Mw all the mavF^ous thing* wfaidi are suAtia 
be leea there. He made me the 'foUotribg Mi- 
saver : f IjVheii I and my companioii lud pauedl 
t^ entrance of the cave, called the Purgatory of 
Sfc. Rkridc, fre deaooided three or fous sbe|B^ (ftv 
yoti go (}Dva into it Uke a cellar i) but fnitid our 
hqadi so mudi a&cted by the heat, we seated pur-^ 
sehret on the steps, which are of stooej and such a 
4rcmnne9s came o% tb^ we slept there the whole 
9^ht.' I asked if when asleep they knew where^ 
and what viuoos they bad. He said they had 
■miiy very strauge dreams ; and they seoned, as 
thejr imagiued, to see more than they would hsve 
4one if they had been ia their beds. This tliey 
hoih were assured of. When morning came, and 
we were aw^e, the door of the cave was opened, 
for so we had ordered it, and we came out ; but 
instantly . lost all- recollecUim of every thing Wfl 
had seen, and loolced on the whole as a phantom." 
■ Atralydreadfat and inhuman instance of gross 
superstition distinguished the year 1431, and re- 
flects indelible di^race upon the English army 
and its eommanders in France. Tlie case of the 
Mud of Orleans is so much involved in poUtical 
tootives, tliat it is difficult to decide which predo- 
nioated most in producingher deaths-revenge; 
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o« mifllhken iieirof uncbmUMW ebttn^ aari it» 
dFeCMi when' united With a belief cif Biqierattfainil 
issisuuce. — The' siiti|ilK ftctt ii; iiM Jaluj of Ayf 
1»BS tf- iripst extradfdihfty WoflMB^ fiftfl Mth f^ 
sfenliincttt agaiut dKiitv«|eni t^.tim iattttttf, oA 
^Msessed of antoniffliMi tm&gy of mittd^ «bii>ii^ 
and tftigftdt^ } hef id«kBC« ^om ^bsolatd bbWOS 
rity ifiUt tb« tEtak of Hentes, sHd the' ctifflHtiiM (if 
abrilinjr, atld thb cottfTdtfiice she inspired bjr Uff 
eAathpte, #duld iAincist t^mpt oheU iappose 3hC 
iidd 4iMti promiitM by Heaven td otcompliiih « 
grcMtt i^ur^se ; but theft \rd9 som^thiv^ m aubJ 
liMe and virttious iii her mdtives, that none b6^ 
JndM her itiost inveterate eit^cuies could iin^ii« 
evil ageney and sorcery ibuglit eta her sjde i aKlert 
x^ adorit, that the Duke of BedfoiU, his offlcer*^ 
tbt bishops and others, ^hocoademned h«r to tht 
stake, ^et^ infktaated #itb sOperstitioh ftbiurd be^ 
yond present conception, which we are tempted t6 
bdfeve wds the case, fr^A ftn occurrence that took 
pfece euictly ten years tffttir^i^ardd, when England 
war eompelfed to ititntsi the maHci«iM ambitioik 
itoA rrvahhip of the Cardiiiri of WincliesEftr and 
tb«Dbke of Gloucester. 

thi fotn^er, iintent upon eccoEcipltsbing fh^ tulii 
of the latter, 'obtained information firom £h6 spi^ 
he had statitHied in the DuWa fiiraily, thftt Ul 
My held secret meetings wjtii Sir Robert Boling^ 
broke ahd the vntcb of Eye. BoKnghrokd wai 
> priest and ft noathematS^ifttt; 90^ for 4^6 hftter 
reason. 
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w**n, stron^x Muqpected of-sorceiy. Tlie Car- 
4inai.km^ htoouldi not .^tenee a niore cerUin. 
194^0 'OfTde8tP0}fing his ea^mieft thtp by accusing 
thcnt.iof ipractinng arts of . this deBcriptioik'; h» 
^H-efipre pu^liioldy accused tbe Ducbess and het 
^geotg of making a wa^^ itpage of die King, and 
gnduftlly dissolvuig it befone a fire, under the an- 
^ieatreceiyed impreGsion, that tbe person repre- 
W^ffed would perish miserably in a umiiar man- 
per. Ilie unfortunate lady was inHnediatefy 
appirehended , and, after having been ioterrpgated 
by the Archbishops of Canterbury and Y<H-fc, j/fsB 
traiisfetred to a tribunal composed of several ea^is, 
who, poi)trary to evidence, a^d without a shadow 
f>f pTiQofL condemned tier to peipetual impiispur ' 
pient, after perfomiing penance in St Paul's 
(hurch and Umo others three several d^ys> Bo- 
lingbroke was hanged, and the < witch pf £ye 

burnt. 

. Comines nientions a circumstance which ^ool; 
place at the interview between Lewis XI. and our 
Edward IV., in confirmation qf thcassertijon, that 
|]ie English wer^ implicit m their behef of the 
veracity of prophecies ; one of which was' quoted 
]>y them on every occasion. The two Monarchs 
tnet on th^ bridge at.Picquiny, when the Bishop 
pf Ely, Chancellor of England^ pbserved, his na- 
tion had a prophecy a peace should be conclude4 
between tlie two countrieB at that very place; 
, 'i'he Earl of Nordiampton says, that when Ih^ 
. " ci^l 
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ei^I war raged 'between the houses of York and 
XjHicaster, the ** bootcs of beasts and Itabies," or 
- prognostications by means of figures, ** were ex- 
ceeding rife and current in every quarter and cor- 
ner of the realm,' either side applying and inter- 
pretin*as they wereiiFeicted to the title." "Who- 
^vei*,"' he observes, "were a loser by this match, 
1 am siire ' the devil, whose , guise it hath been to 
rais^' bubbles in a silent stream, devoured by this 
mean a "world of hirtnless innocents." 

Amongst the other superstitions of the day was 
the horrid idea, that the bedtf of the dying were 
surrounded by daemons, who waited to seize upon 
the sotal'the moment of its departure, provided 
the person had not received the last sacrament, 
or confessed his sins. Ilie presence of a priest or 
j)riests was supposed to produce great agitation 
amongst the infernal party ; and when they had 
peiforraed their office, angels descended, who re- 
ceived the purified spirit through the mouth, in 
ihts farm of an infant ; at least, such is the form 
given to it in antient drawings; white the satellites 
of Satan, howling with impotent rage, retired to 
execute new commissions for their master. 

Oiie of the most pernicious consequences aris- 
ing from the corrupt state of religion was the 
Crusades, undertaken by every Christian power 
in Europe to recover the Holy Land from the 
Infidels who had usurped it. As this passion, 
originating with the Head of the Roman Catholic 
churchj 
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fhurphr rfonned a. ijistioguistieflif^tjirf in; |^ 
'character pf the CritUh pubHck,,it ir^H^ P^iP^f 
to enter ^to the subject with spnte id^gree. of 
minuten^.— In.the yejir 13^S^ P*{pe. Vrbaij 
issued,* bull, directed to Henfy Speqcer> Bishop 
of Nof^Kicfi, an ent^j-prinag. young, prela^, dir 
recting him to raiseforccB;^ who, whenil?^^> v^ 
t(> bear- the mark of the pross^ ftt if intended for 
an expedition to theHoI^ Irfrnd, but wercreidliy 
to be sent to oppose hi6,i^V4l'C];,eneqt,i AgUOSt 
which Anti-pope the Bishop was authoriffid to 
use the swori^, and .deet^qy all,his tdhf^t^U vxi 
counBcIlors. , . ; 

He also received the farther power (^tearching 
for, imprisoning,, and confiecatin^ th^^oods of 
the enemies of Urban, to deprive then of^fitqal 
9r teqiporal employments, ;and to hold the.reGei|tts. 
To those who entered this army as volunteers and 
mercenaiiea the Fope ^imted full.reqiis&ion of 
their sins, and equal privileges <with those obtained 
by a real crusade. Contrihuttons in any w^ 
were to proicure proportionable indulgences. And 
to render the anny as eSective as j)es8lble>. ^ 
Bishop was permitted to excomroun^te. every 
description of persons, fromthe emperor, to the 
slave, who interrupted his operations i beside* 
compelling the religious to accompany it to any 
number tl>e prelate thought esq^ient. 

In pursuance of the powers granted by the 
bull, Spencer issued 9f» ordinsnc^ in the name i^ 



Wzed by Google 



233 

;^^HcJ]EL..CtHijcb, and fcHT the aa^Uon of the 
realm, that a sufficient ouKtber >f preabhbas 
j^^ld be immedijitely demoted to enforq^.the 
.Cnif^dt^^ each of vfhoia was tor be iftttoidedf bf 
> d^k^ to raster,, tbeaaiD^ of theimfn'.^flV 
tiiBsd^ 4Pil the wnU' contribittod, 4» bo> frnptic 
ipgs to lie .permitted to attend thi» selenn iiifcMk- 
If)^ w«dKl^t VffteM lice^C9 fmm *e BtitM|k 
llie flieacbcxs ^ere eoiiiniutded tO'OxhtnU.fbB 
jgfioig}^ tf» ma^ pcecpBHon^aiid prtty fmuAm 
aa^ of^tbe fOuimb, and ^ suc<i«» ic>C tfafc 
^entmprize.; and. all ^urates we^ eBj^iiMd, undd- 
3)ain;0f ezcDoiQfqmeatieti, paflttci^ality in'ttke-aot 
jof ooofeiHon, ; (6 ui^ tbeir pBrnhtoneiv to ' oratift- 
^St^ ibv the: bfin^Mif their fiosht . 

:,Awane .^S th«^ desoHittiea of soMiera lihdl^.to 
.ba ohtaioed, tb^ wbolt were Ibrbid to {dnnder till 
tfaej^ reached their enebmii. The tbEohitioB givea 
oa- duft oecasioiv ww ai foHews : ' " fijf apostolieBi 
sttt^cwity to DM in this Miatf camnrittod^ wed* 
«bK>Ive thee freib all tl^ sittB confca teA widi tbf 
Vfwut^j aKbd fi» wludl Uiott art ccmtrite in beac^ 
and of which thou wouldst.be eon faMc t^ if. ihaf 
did eecor to tity memory ; and do gfnuft untd thee 
foil foigiveaneuc of all tb^ Mns, and the retribi*- 
4uin of the j^rt; and we de>' premise thee an )»- 
create of eternal life. And vm do also gruAi to 
Ibae as maay privileges a» are graifted totintt 
iltot gp to the aid of the Holjr Lmd. And JUn- 
thersKwe^ we do imput to thee Hie rtflrages and 
advantages 
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ntlvantd^ ol the prayers and good works of the 
whole catholic church." 

Tliit promise of futui^ happiness met wiiti a 
fnoM flatterii^ reception, and procnred an incre- 
-^ble tain of money, exchtsivie of vast qnantiti^ 
of gold and sihrer plate, jewels, bracelets,' rings, 
■Mtd other ornaments, worn by the ladies. As the 
4^ining of Che above absolntion raved the soills 
df' the parties contribulting, and enabled tbem to 
emancipate their deceased relatives from pui^a> 
tory, besides ensuring the salvation of their living 
'friends, it may be imt^ned that every valuable 
was sacri6ced st the shiine of Pope Urban ; ' and 
£t seemS'to be the unanimous opinion of our ah- 
tient writers, that' almost every individual &chi}<t 
in .the kingdom assisted in raising the Cm^de. 
The robust and hardy male generally served Jiei^ 
•oaally, the timid and aged sent substitntes ; ^but, 
in the midst of tbe preparations, a Parliament' wak . 
essembled, in which it was asserted by the inde^ 
fiendent members, that much dangfir must occur 
iiom trusting so considerable a force and treasure 
to an inexperienced and rash priest 
' This rational interposition was opposed on the 
grounds that the interests of Religion required 
■exertion ; and as the King of France thgn lay 
under the malediction of 'the Pope for espousing 
the cause of his enemy, a more proper opportu- 
nity could not be had to prosecute the British 
rights in that kingdom* Thus wavering on the 
> subject^ 



3.n.llzedbyGOOg[C 



233 

subject, ^ih^ were resolved by hediing thsak wor^' 
suug, " £cce cracem Domini, ^fii^te 'porta ad'' 
veriw ;^ . which reo^viog as a dttine im{uibe, they.^ 
assigned a: fifteenth gravted -bjr the priMediagl 
ParlifUaent for the express parptne of inradiny 
France. * 

. : Speiicer, having ei^erted hiialelf to llie utmoal: 
o£^|Hs atnlity, was ready with his artny in Kent 
about the middle of. May, where he recdved al 
conuaiand tp attend the pleaiure-of the&ing; 'baft 
the lE^shopy dreftdiii^ interruption, distdwyed it ;r 
»[(d, embarking before hit tr^wpsyjRnvediatCakisl 
When theyiiad jpioedrhiaij be^ 'proceeded, c^p^ 
Ifwing several towmi^ tut as neither' discipline noaet 
exj^rienoe directed the movanenta of the army,' 
and- as Uie soldiers, eonfiding in their ahsoriiti(Hi;: 
rushed headlong into danger, the invaders wan 
sooD driven back with great loss; awl Spdncer was 
hapf y: in escaping to England without paying tb» 
pi^nalties of bi^ intemperate 2e^, bywhicbhelosti 
his temporalities in t^sobeyii^ tbe-niandates of 
^isKing. ;,' . 

Little need be said on the aboVe historical facts, 
as no deductions from thetn can' more fully d&^ 
monstrate ih»n themselves the gross Ad stupid 
euperstition of the times from the throdc to the 
peasant, 

Froissart mentions a circumstance which fct* 

ctbty illastrates a popular superstition of the time. 

of Bichard U„ who " bad a greyhound cdled 

Math, 
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B&tfay' faenittfaMMyond meuuM, i*h6 would not 
sotioe nor Ibllcnr kny one but the King. XVheti- 
n«f* the king rod* abroad, the g^htMind wss 
Ipoced bji the pefton whd hftd him ih -chai^, 
^pd' nm iiiftsfltly to eariHts hitn>' by- pladng fais 
two fore feet on his shoulders. It fell oat, that 
* dM King atid tbft Duke of LaticM^r wei^ cbn- 
«nt^- in tb« court' of the ea»tle (Flint), Melr' 
fefMf bring ^eidy-for theoi to mount, thfe ^i^' 
iMdnd wst nntied; but, mrtead of ruhiiing^ ar 
wad to tiw King, be left hi<A, and lea^ied to the 
Diike of Loncuker'e shodlden, p&yiiig hitn ev^ 
«ount, sod oimia g him aa he Uratr ftrtnerly niM 
«v ctnvsb the Kitig. Th» Didie, hot acqudnttitf 
vitfa thia ptyhtnmiy atked the Ktiiig ^ MeM-' 
it^ «f -'bis feiidnflt^ Asying; * Whsrt does Afii 
imum y * GoQitn/ rejsbctd the Iting, ' it meani a' 
grartde«ifEn>3mi««id wpyHMleferme.* "ilAW? 
iHd the Buke^ '|»ray«XfiMn if.' " 1 uhdefttton} 
by it; anvraredthe KMq||, 'th^fthls greyhound 
fcndtwmd ptyt Ikte eiMrt to yott tfri« day, a^ 
Ring of England, which you will surely be, and 
I-dultbe deposed^ Ibf thtfAMfi^insfhtet of the 
d(^ shift ws it ttfbfffit. Kei^phiM thei^^fbittbyyoiff' 
Mm^ ft^\e wiH AOW hMve me and fblfew yon.' 
1^ DiriEc «f lAMMtfei' CMBstrred dp what the 
KJQg had tud, and paid attention to the gr^- 
hvvkA, iHio would mevefifioini tbllon^ Aichard of 
Bootdoui*/ ba« kepi by Hie ikte <rf (he fhrfce of 
iMhJBMttr, «' wavwitaeued by jO,ooo Aiett.'* 

In 
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■ht b, Uatet pafaCe fottics, like thc^rewHt, it 
ironld be unpar^ooaUe to omit maationing Ao- 
Bg^'ptians, or' Gj^bb,- who faaveleiig infestetl tb« 
^ivirons (tf. the metropolw, and jcoatributed t» 
Ueep alive the spirit of superadtioa. aoiengat Bar-' 
Tsnts Ritd other ignoruit people, it hss betfu, 
and still; is, ^'mattn-'of doubt and utuertftioe^, 
vheoce tbede waaderers ori^nated, and when thqp 
originany reaohed England. Itappeun that they> 
had beoooie very nameroui. in the reign of Heary 
Till.; end ao -extremely Ticbtw, that an act of- 
PaiHament was muie for their expuluoa. This 
act mentioDB them as not havings just then arrived, 
and av calling themselves Egyptians ; asserts that 
they were oudandtsh people, and yet dcrth net 
inform us koiv they aggregated in such nuts ben; 
^yi' Uiey esercised neither trades nor merohsa- 
dise, but procured subsistence by the |H«ctiae of 
palmistry, and the commission of many horri4 
felonies' and robberies. Under these mrcum* 
stances we cannot wonder they were required to 
leave ^e country in dxteen days under aavate 
penalties, and that all persons were foriiid to hnag 
them to England. 

It seems impossible that ^ey were coQVgwA 
liere from the Continent in large bodies, as they 
must have thus attracted the notice of ths G»- 
vartiment; nor » it pirobal^e banishm^t ftom 
France of Holland caused their emigration berey 
*9 that would have been pubK^ldy knom. fn 
, ..-. this 
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^s state of doub^ it mty perbips not be alto^ 
ther unreasonable to imi^oe they may be the de-'' 
aceadants of some Eastern nrtkm distarbed by 
the Crusades; part of which might have' attached 
tiiemselveB to the returning European armies, and, 
not mixing with the inhabttatrts in marriage, eon- 
tjnued a distinct people. Despised and rejected, 
Aey naturally became phinderers and deceivers, 
toobtain subsistence: they increased rapidly, and 
at length were found in all parts of the country^. 
Ai tbey were not seized and forcibly conveyed 
abroad, .neither the above nor subsequent acts 
bave entirely dispersed them, though it is evident 
^y decrease through their vicious habit^ and 
^ir wretched mode of living. Indeed, those who 
have Men them seated by their scanty fires* on 
the wastes near villages, shivering with cold, wet, 
and objects of scorn on all sides, may almost be 
tempted to forgive their artifices in telling for- 
tunes, though certainly not their thefts. ' 
. The Earl of Northampton relates, in his " De- 
fensative of Cardinal Wolsey," that having been. 
mformed " that at Kingston he should end, would 
always rather ride about than pass through King-.' 
stqn upon Thames, though it were his ready way 
from Asher to the Court But afterwards, noti 
withstanding all this diligence, the man waacom,-. 
vitted, by ^e King's express commandment, ta, 
the diai^ of Sir Anthony Kingston, to be coa~i 
YCfed with all ^eed to the l^awer, if upon dis^ 
VMiragement 
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^ragementf^^^ntof h^art he bad sot fidteiv . 

i^tD a bucning fever upon the way at Leicester,. 

and there deceased." In this case, tliou^ eveiy. 

argument &OID reason and fact has been cited by 

the Earl ^Lgainst judicial, astrolt^-, he seems to 

ivish to de^t himself merely throu^ aot rf^«i>- 

^ig to. th$ true cafiae of the concunt^Ke, or (Uifitr 

^' . ! , : . .-.■..:.. 

• : It is ueccssaiy to ^ve some explanatioa of tbo^ 

t|iiaccouatable oaixture of learning and m$dQei^.v 

w^icb .produced the reTeries of Cabalists and si;^ 

^ilar .characters; amongst whom, Dr. John De^ 

^d. Edward Kelly, his Prophet or Seer, were- 

eminently conspicuous. There it a thick ftJii^ 

-book, w,rittea,by the former, called " A true.I^)fL 

^uthful Belation of what passed for rngp^y yea^ 

^tween Dr. John D^ (a matfaeantician- pf giie^ 

&me in Queen EUzabeth and King Jaracii their, 

reigns) and some spirits." It ^^ppears fromthft 

authority of Camden, who called him NobUiff 

MathetnaHcns, in 1573, and his own accpi^n^ a§ 

himself, that he was much valued in the earli^, 

part of his life for his abilities in the scieofo h(^ 

cultivated. He wrote forty-eight different workjfjt 

many of which were printed, and posses^e^ a 

Ubraiy composed of 700 antient manuscripts, ,f4V| 

abovp 3000 printed books. He seems 19,.)^% 

derived great credit -fr(»n a m^heqaatical pf^^^a^ 

jiie^xed to an editioii of Euclid, and complaiaail 

io.it^th»t he had leatly procure the r^utati<^q( 
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aemfurop. A letter writtaiti^litMt to tlie Arch-' 
bifllK^ of CanteAiMy in 1594-5 h" a paifcgri^ 
to the Mine effect. ' . i .'" 

. "But," wys hcj ** the greet l«ssA and <Iaiiniges 
which in stmdry sorts I har« suktained, do not to' 
■Mcb gneve raj heart, as ^e nub, len'd, fond; 
and most untrue fables and' reports of me ' and' 
mj itudies philosophical have done, and yet do ; 
it^ich cMnmonty, after their first hatefaing and 
devilish dennag, immediate^ with great speed-' 
ere general) J all the realm overspread; and "to' 
•ome seem tme, to others they are donbtfitt ; ' and^ 
te only the wise, inodest, discreet, godly, and* 
^hwitable, (and chiefly to su(^ as have tome ac^ 
^ttthitance widi me,) they appear, and are known' ' 
tb he, 6bles, untm^, and uttefly fklse reports 
tnd danders." He then enters a most solemn amf 
Cnei^eCie prcrfestatron and invocation before anrf 
to tiie Kvhiity, of his firm belief in the common 
do c trines of RdigiOn; and concludes by saying, 
Aat ■ commission appointed 1)y' Government to 
examine his papers had found thein harmless, and 
Aat for thirty-six y^ars he had nevfer received st 
Irowtt from Queen Elizabeth." ' ' 

■ 'WfcetbeT the incantations of this' rtjadman were 
knnltaB, or did or did not operate upon the 
•pinion' and condnct of the people, may be ga- 
Aered from his own word's, when'lte Says, they" 
geneiaHy believed him to be a conjuror ; and ttift 
te m mi ssi on, and above all, the conte^sitHr of 

Dr. 
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Dr. Merio CMaubon, who pulAiibed ^ work 
mentioHed above in i6$9, ander the mspkeEi of 
Sir Kob«1: Cotton, and " the Lord of Monad's 
judgement and testimony," who infiHfds us in his 
pr^ace tiiat he was not afraid to profess that he 
'* never gave more credit to aoy humane hist«ry 
of former timm.*' 

" And truly, this one thing excepted, his mt^^ 
taMng of evil spirits for good) doth not appear 
by any thing but that he bad his understanding, 
and theptrfect use of his riason to the verg last, 
as welt as he had had at any time of his life.** 
Can it after this be doubted, that even the Queeti, 
who, in one instance, disdained not indulging this 
kind of folly, and the mfl«s of her subjects, were 
infected ; or that it had not descended to ^ 
interregnum ? 

I shall now give the reader an <^>portuntty of 
judging for himself of the state of the public mind, 
when' sudi monstrous impudence or ravings werC 
received as truths : the former, in my opinion, 
preponderating. 

Had Dee alone indulged in ^ese reveries, we 
might have exclaimed in pity, " Too much learn* 
ing hath made thee Mad." But we caniibt sejMiJ 
rate the^ent in this business, Kelly^ who sav^ 
everyvthtng seen by De^, a fallow v^hd }(»t botti 
his ears at Lancaster ^ raniibg tt torpsfi :fti>iA 
the grave, and pretE^ing thitt he heaM from ft 
the foteof a ytfuaf nobleffiaA Uwn ill. Indeed 

VOL. II. R it 



3.n.llze,dbyGOOg[C 



343 

it hat been insinuated, that after baviog fled from 
•England to the court of Rodolph the Second, 
Emperor of Germany, Elizabeth waB weak enough 
to invite his clandestine return. Dee appears to 
hare died involved in all-the miseries of great age 
and merited n^le(;^ ; Kelly, in consequence of a 
&1I in effecting his escape &om his residence to 
come to England. 

" 1607, Monday, 7th Sept. hora 7, 

" This morning as Bartholomew had intended 
to be going homeward in the raoming, and I not 
mtending to move an action now, but committed 
all to God, Bartholomeu) was spoken unto by 
Haphael. 

" Command John Dee to ame up into this 
place. 

" In the name of Jesus, and to the honour and 
glory of the most blessed Trinity. Amen. MUttas, 

omnipotens sempiteme et une Deus, lucem 
tuam et veritatem: tuam, quae nos ducant et per- 
ducant ad montem sanctum, tuum et ccelestia tua 
tahemacula. Amen. 

. .-" John Dee, I am the same blessed creature 
Baphael that did appear the last day but one in 
this i^ce. I am at the commandment of the 
roost highest to come unto your presence ^ at this 
time ;. because thou ehouldst very well khdw, that 

1 Raphael am very ready at all times to come 
when God shall command me," &c. 

' It only remains to be said, that these commands 
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were issued, according to Dr. Dee, through the 
medium of his holy tables, a stone of wonderful 
properties, and the book of Enoch. 

Henry Howard, Earl of Northampton, entered 
his protest against the prevailii^ superstition of 
the times by a work published'by him in 15S3, 
intituled, " A Defensative against the poyson of 
supposed Prophecies, not hitherto confuted by the 
pen of any man ; which, being grounded either 
upon the warrant and authority of old printed 
books, expositions of dreams, oracles, revelations, 
invocations of damned spirits, judicials of astro- 
logy, or any other kind of pretended knowledge 
whatsoever, dejkturis contingentibus, have been 
causes of great disorder in tiie coifimonwealth, es- 
pecially among the simple and unlearned people." 
The aipiments used by this nobleman in his work 
would now be considered futile and useless; but 
at the period we are treating of, they were doubt- ' 
lessly extremely necessary, and must have carried 
conviction to those who had suflfitient education 
to understand them. We may judge of the ex- 
tent of the evil he endeavours to remove by several 
passages, particularly in the following : " The 
grounds," he observes, in his epistle dedicatory to 
Sir Francis Walsingham, " against which I have 
bent my battery, are perilous to the peace and 
quiet of a commonwealth ; the persons which 
}»Pofeto them are, for the most part, tnfextis rvgi- 
bus, and either practice to open wounds of disgrace 
11 3 md 
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Mid jealousy, which were first infiicited by thor 
glowing toi^ues; or, like surgeons and sextons, 
thrive and wax more wealthy by tbe dearth and 
plague of the common people." 

He afterwards speaka of the pliant readiness of 
brain-sick fools ttr cherish idle dreams and fanciet, 
to ascribe divinity to vain conceits, flattering 
themselves into a belief of the occurrence of things 
utterly impossible, and crediting the assertions of 
Mountebanks, of whom there is every reason to 
suppose there was more than ^uant. suf, " We 
need not. rifle," he adds, " in the monuments of 
fcH-mer times, k> long as the present age wherein 
we live may fiimish us with store of most strange 
examf^s ; for, though we have been yearly mated, 
and abused with Uind almanacks in such sort, as 
vriioseeter buys the same as directories, either of 
tbe weather or of the world, may be truly said to 
be made a fool for good luck sake upon the first 
of January." 

The Vulgar of the Earfs time lived la fear of 
approaching civil war, after the appearance of an 
aiirora bo^ealis; and when the rapidity of cur- 
rents, caused by heavy rains, rendered the di^^- 
ent rivers discoloured with particles of earth, they 
rejoided in the omea, because it portended plonty 
of grain and other things. A lady with whom be 
WAS acquainted, Mtremely desirous of viewing aa 
eclipse, abciat to take place, imagined herself iitf 
%«tV!ed by i^ and " was presently tefmented 
with 
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with a ^erous fit and passioo of the mother." A 
physician consulted on the occasion, however, as- 
sured her, that as numbers of others, similarly 
eitaated with herself, had s^n it uninjured, he 
•must beg leave to ascribe her pangs to a cold 
caught while attending to the motions of the 
planets. 

Speaking of the universal dread of calamities 
succeechng the appearance of comets, Howard in- 
forms us* Peucer prognosticated, that our boditik 
should be parched and burned up vnth heat. Bui 
how iell it out } Forsooth we had not a more 
unkindly summer many years, in respect of ex- 
traordinary cold, never lees indmation to war, np 
prince deceased in that time. The germ of reason 
and good sense had begun to expand, the court 
set the example, and the fruits have at lehgth 
ripened into perfection. 

" Behold a woman and a queen,"- exclaims tit 
author, " that relenteth not' to common fear, but 
insulteth rather upon common folly," whose soul 
was elevated equal to her regal power, as will be 
amply proved by the following anecdote related 
by him : *' How many comets have been seen 
within these flve-and-twenty years, before and 
after which, her Majesty hath ever increased, 
rather than appayred, the sound state of her body ? 
{ can affirm thus much as a present witness by 
inine own experi^ice, that whereas divers (upon 
^raalnr scrupulosity than cause) went about to dis- 
suade. 
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tuade her Majesfy (}y^^S ^^'^" ^^ IU(;hmond) from 
looking on the comet which appeared last : with 
a courage answerable to the greatness of her state, 
she caused the window to be set open, and cast 
out .this word, Jacta est alea, the dice are thrown ; 
affirming that her sted&st hope and confidence 
was too firmly planted in the providence of God 
to be blasted or afiirij^ted with those beams, which 
either had a ground in nature whereupon to rise, 
or. at least no warrant out of Scripture to portatid 
.the mishap of princes." 

How pitiful and coQtemptibledoes the " proper 
fcholler" he afterwards meqtions appear in com- 
parison with his sovereign, " who, declining Q*otn 
the course of physick, wherein he was reasonably 
entered, to gaze on Charles his wayn upon tbe.top 
of a steeple, became more fit at length to ring a 
bell and drive a cart, than either to give a diet or 
■rescribe a medicine." 

It appears from the same source that c^Ktlists 
were enabled to make their way to the palace. An 
aged man, named Brocardo, about six days before 
the writing of the Defensative, was found there 
by the Earl, who wits informed by him, that he 
was ready to foretel the fete of the Low Conn- - 
tries by his art magic ; but th^ arguments he used 
in support of his asserticw were so absurd that 
Master Brocardo was easily confounded. 

Cardinal Pole, a few years before, gave an 

astrologer his quietus in a very handsome manner. 

The 
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The wise man wsared his eminence' tfert-he 
was destined for the highest and taost important 
employments; to which the prelate replied, "That 
whatsoever was pcslended by the figure of his birth 
or generation, according to the course of flesh, 
was cancelled and altered, according to the grace 
of his second birth or regeneration by water and 
the Holy Ghost, in the blood of his Redeemer." 

Lord Arundel, contemporary with the Earl of 
Northampton, equally despising the ialae asser- 
tioDS and inferences of the most valued cabalists 
of their time, was in the habit of making notes in 
his almanacks at the commencement of each year, 
as contrary and repugnant as possible to those of 
the astronomer; or, if yon please, astrologer: 
*' and yet," says the Earl, " upon account of mi- 
nutes, hours, days, and quarters, at the aiding of 
the year, for sp much as concerned change of 
weather, my lord's notes were found more often 
" true (although they were set down by chance) 
than his that stood upon the warrant of a learned 
counsel." 

In 1558, the calculators or wise men pro- 
aounced that an universal disorder would sweep 
from the land of the living all the cattle of Eng- 
land ; but, to their total disippointment, univer- . 
sal plenty prevailed. At another time, the inha- 
bitants of our worthy city were terrified through 
the same meuis wjth a dreadful overflow of water, 
which induced a pious abbot of the day to build 
himself 
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himMjC a triieniacle on the wmmit of Hunw 
hilt ; " but thtf eoaduaion is«" says our aathw, 
*< that before Mtinmer was half spent, all th« 
ditcher were drawn dry, and the cattle perished 
for lack of water." Such, indeed, were the dia? 
boHcal operations of these wretched calcuiatort, 
that an uni^^rsal ferment e&isted amongst the 
lower classes, which the ci^l power was empbyed 
to allay, though it is impossible the goTeroaient 
could €nd a more difficult task, or one more 
neoeasary. ** A* it chanced extend mes that 
paBOf^kts which progooaticBted tamine have 
been causes of the same; not l^ the malice of 
the planets, which are toys, but l^ the grKdinew 
of husbandmen j who, being put in fear of such 
«. storm, partly by forestallment, and as often by 
the secret hoarding up of grain, enhance the prices 
in respect of scarcity: so divers noble gentlemen, 
which never once conceived evil of their prince 
wtdiin their hearts, for fear least the l^rds of 
Hoaven should descry their secret thoa^ts, being 
put in deadly fear (of their own decay) by fools, 
Md afirigfited l^ these images, disguised with a , 
futty flourieh. of antiquity to deceive the more^ 
have entered into great matters and undutiful 
mttempts, to the ruin both of their lives and ho- 
' le ground of all were rather to pron 
vn securily, than any meaning to 
1 of all^ianpe, pr to o^nd their 

We 
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We find by this ex(£Uent reuoner, tlut thc»ig^ 
hefoi^the Reformation Merlin's propbenes wfsre 
naort revQ^Dtly and cautiously chained. to the 
detks of almost every library in tfafi country, tbe - 
disac^HtioB of- monasteries made woeful lisrock 
with the illuminated cabalistic books, many of 
which, extant in his time, be speaks ofas merriy 
modem. " Sorely for the most part so. they are, 
as m»y be gathn^, either by the colours, or the 
garmeiits, or the sluUaering of set purpose, to b»- 
etovvsome greater grace and colour of antiquity." 
" Aristotle telleth in his Rhetorics that tbe man- 
ner of bad painters is, to write tiie name of that 
which they set f<H-th (because the people may not 
err in deeming of a subject), without dther shape 
or almost shadow of the things which it ought to 
resemble bytbe lines of imitation. Butoor paint- 
ers dealing worse with us, so as they may both 
match and overmatch those old ones, in ignor- 
ance of representing lively shews of future times ; 
so leave they not one mark or title to express 
either what the persons are, or when the times 
shall fiJl, but make profit of our easiness to be 
misled^ and peevishly, instead of shining lamps 
which should give light to doubtful steps, they 
send us leaden rules of Lesbos, to be writhed by 
abuse or malice to tbe fitting of all fancies. Thus 
~ with a side wind they sail sundry ways, and, like 
skilful bai^men, bmd their forces one way when 
^ity look apotber," 

The 
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The inventors and distributors of these fancies 
are described as seducing children with the ex- 
hibition of ^eni, who, dehghted with the display 
of gaudy coloun, were readily taught imphcit 
£uth in the explanations. Saperstitious aged per- 
sons, women, " which are no less read^ to be 
deceived than to seduce and deceive others,^' and 
malcontents: hence an universal proneness to ter- 
ror and the belief of things contrary to the estab- 
lished laws of Nature, of which the Earl gives ' 
several examples. " At the funeral of Thomas 
Duke of Norfolk, my great grandfather, so violent 
a fcar surprized all the multitude, being very 
diligent and attentive to the s^mon in the church 
of Thetford, as all run out with haste, leaving the 
preacher alone in the pulpit The like fell out in 
SL Mary's church at Oxford, in the time of King 
Henry the Vlllth. And again, at the death of 
the late Duke of Somerset. They are caused 
Bometimes to believe, that the stars will fell, that 
doomsday is at hand, that the world shall be con- 
sumed such a time with fire, and of late, that they 
should be drowned almost with a second flood." 

The civil law had before this time noticed 
these cabalists by the name Magorum et Magicis 
carmnibus aasuetonan, of magicians, and m«i 
inured to the charms of magic; besides, general 
and provincial councils had consigned them to 
the devil as their grand patron. " Such," observes 
the £arl, '* are the sorcerers-and witdies. now a 
days. 
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days, which hare their sundry charms for .all 
diseases — one for the tooth-ache, another for b 
mad dog. For what godly reason can any man 
■live alledge why Mother Joane of Stow, speaking 
these words, and neither more than less — 
* Our Lord was the first. man 
That ever thorn prick'd ujwn : . 
It never biysted, nor it never belted, - 
And I pray God, nor .this not may,' 
should cure either beasts or men and women from 



Be^nald Scot, Esq. wrote forcibly agwnst the 
knavery and confederacy of conjurors, the impious 
blasphemy of enchanters, the imposture of sooth- 
sayers, and infidelity of atheists, the delusions of 
Pythonists, figure casters, astrologers, and vanity 
of dreamers, the fruitless be^arly art of alchy- 
mistry, the horrible art of poisoning, and all the 
tricks and conveyances of ju^ling and l^erde- 
main, in the reign of Queen Elizabeth. This gen- 
tleman dedicated his book in 1584 to the right 
worshipfur Sir Thomas Scot, knight, a relative, 
who had " among other male&ctors many poor old - 
women convented" before him ** for working of 
miracles." The very excellent advice offered aa ' 
to his subsequent conduct oh such occasions 
enables us to judge of the nature of the charges 
generally preferred against the helpless aged fe^ 
males alluded to, before the date of the work. 
V 3ee," says the worthy ffritcF, " first whether 

the 
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pnoofa brought gainst them be not incredible, 
consisting of guesses, presumptionB, and imposii- 
Inlides, contrary to reason, to Scripture, and Na- 
ture. See also what persons complain upon them, 
whether they be not of the basest, the unwisest, 
and most faithksi kind of people. 

** Also, may it please you to weigh what aocu- 
sations and crimes they lay to their charge;" 
■vHiich he defines to be those arising from the 
most common expressions of disappointment on 
bdng denied a fitvour — sneh as the refiisal of a 
buoo of milk, followed by the death of a child, a 
-sow, or a pullet. " I have further proof (if it please 
year worship) — I was with a wise womait, and 
«he told me I had an ill neighbour, and that she 
would oome to my house ere it were long, and so 
the i^d ; and that she had a mark above her waist, 
and ftohadehe; and, God' forgive me, my stomaeh 
hath gone against her a great while. Her mother 
before her was counted a' witch ; she hath been 
heaten and scratched by the face till Hood was 
drawn upon her, because she hath been suspected; 
and afterwards some of those persMis were said to 
«neRd. These are the certainties that I hear in 
-dieir eridences." The adTersaries Mr. Scot most 
ftsred were " Jpm*g ignorance and old custom." 
**Alas!" he adds in hie Epistle, " I ano sorry and 
ashEnned to see how many die, that, bemg said to 
l>e bewitched;, osly seek for magical cures, whom 
wholesome 
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'^holescHne di^ and good niedicines would have 
recovered." After knowing this fact, it will be 
allowed that every thing should be i^iven that 
research will afford on this trait in the general 
character of our ancestors. 

I shall theiefere carefully examine the work 
before me, which is calculated to give a very per- 
fect insight into the subject, particularly as the 
belief of evil supematural agency predominated 
so ai .to make " faithless people perE^aded, that 
neither hail nor snow, thunder nor lightning, rain 
nor tempestuous wind, come ftwn the heavens at 
the commandment of God, but are raised by the 
cunning and power of witches and coiyurors; in- 
somuch as a clap of thunder, or a gale of wind, is 
no sooner heard, but either they run to ring bells, 
or cry out to bum witclies, or else bum conse- 
crated things, hoping by the smoke thereof to 
drive the devil out of the air." " But, if all the 
devils in hell were dead, and all the witches in 
England burned or hanged, I warrant you," sayS 
Mr. Scot, " vfB should not fail to have hail, rain^ 
and tempests, as we now have." 

We have already mentioned the fears of thii 
writer that i^ed innocence should suffer ; hut it 
aj^iears from anoth» pare^nq>h that ^r^tssed 
witches had attained " such credit as I have bebr4 
to my grief some of the Ministry adirin, thdt the/. 
have had in their puish <it> one ini^tant sevmtt^si^ 
or eighteen witches -^ meaning »uch At could 
work 
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work, miracles supernaturally ;" and if we may 
interpret the following words, they aeem to imply 
those Miaistera admitted the existence of those 
powers. Indeed, an instance is given of a prosecu- 
tion instituted i^inst Margaret Simmons by John 
Ferrall, vicar of Brenchly, in Kent, in 1581, for 
bewitching his son, a petulant boy, who pursued 
the poor woman's dog with a knife to her door, 
and some time afterwards was taken ill in conse- 
quence of the repoof Dame Simmons gave him. 
" And truly if one of the jury had not been 
wiser than the other, she had been condemned 
thereupon." His portrait of the witch is inte- 
resting. 

" One sort of such as are said to be witches 
are women which be commonly old, lame, bleer- 
eyed, pale, foul, and full of wrinkles, poor, sullen, 
superstitious, and papists, or such as know no re- 
ligion ; in whose drowsy minds the devil hath got 
a fine seat: so on what mischief, mischance, cala- 
ihity, or slaughter, is brought to pass, they are 
easily persuaded the same is done by themselves, 
inqvinting in their minds an earnest and con- 
ftant imagination thereof. They are lean and 
defwmed, shewing melancholy in their feces to' 
tile horror of all that see them. They are doting 
scolds, mad, devilish, and not much differing from 
them that are thought to be possessed with spirits : 
•ofirm and stedfast in their opinions as whosoever 
shall only have respeet to the constancy of their 
words 
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words littered, would easily believe thejr were true 
indeed. 

" These miserable wretches are so odious unto 
all their neighbours, and so fieared as few dare 
ofiend them, or deny them any thing they ask ; 
whereby they take upon them, yea, and iKune* 
times think, that they can do such things as are 
beyond the ability of humaif nature. These go 
from house to house, and from door to door, for 
a pot of milk, yeast, drink, pottage, or some such 
relief, without the which they could hardly live ; 
neither obtaining for their service and pains, nor 
yet by tlieir art, nor yet at the devil's hands (with 
whom they are sud to make a perfect and visible 
bargain) either beauty, mon^, promotion, wealth, 
worsh^, pleasure, honour, knowledge, learning, 
or any other benefit whatsoever. 

" It falleth out many times, that nether their 
vecessities nor their expectation is answered or 
served in those places where they beg or borrow, 
but rather their lewdness is by their neighbours 
reproved. And further, in tract of^time the witch 
Waxeth odious and tedious to her neighbours, and 
they, ^ain are despised and despited of hex, so as 
sometimes she curseth one, and sometimot' an- 
otfier, and that fix)m the master of the house, his 
wife, children, cattle, &c. to the ■ little pig that 
lieth ID the stye. Thus in process of time Ihey 
have all displeased her, and she hath wished evil 
luck Unto them all, perhaps with curses and im- 
precations 
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precfttions made in form. Doubtless at length 
some of her neighbours die or fall sick, or some 
of tbeir children are visited with diseases that vex 
them strangely, as apoplexies, epilepsey, convul- 
Hons, hot fevert, worms, &c. which by ignorant 
parents are flupp<Med to be the Temgeance of 
witches ; yea, and their opinions and conceits are 
oonfirraed and mainfiuoed by unskilfhl physicians, 
aoeording to the common sayiflg, lascitice palli- 
um maleficiitm et incatUatio, witchcraft and ^- 
cbantment is the doak of ignorance ; whereas in- 
de^ evil ham'oars, and not strange words, of 
witches or spirits are the causes of such diseases. 
" The witch on the other side, expecting her 
neighbours' mischances, and seeing things some- 
times come to pass, according to her wishes, 
curses, and incantations, being called before a jus- 
tice, by due examination of the circumstances, is 
drivM to see her impreortions and desires, and 
her neighbours' harms and lones to concur, and, 
as it were, to take efiect ; and so confesseth that 
^ hath brought such things to pass. Another 
» there are, whicAi be abstjutdy 
ese take upon Aem either for glory, 
to do any thit^ which God or the 
Thus a witch, raiecuted a few years 
before, confessed that she had raised all the tem- 
pests, and CBHsed aH the frosts, n4iit^ took ptaoe 
in the year I5fi5i 

- I shall hereafter have occasion to mention' sere- 
' ral 
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ml of the traits of Superstition Wmaining in the 
r^gn of Charles the First ; but some of the fol- 
lowing seem to have been fot^tten. The ladies 
and effeminate men, as Scot calls them, were 
in the habit of making various divinations on 
the felling of salt of spilling of wine; when an 
unfortunate stumble, or the capers of a horse, 
threw his rider, the time of the occurrence was 
carefully noted, and corresponding hours were 
considered as dangerous to the party ; those who 
met with an accident in the course of the d^ 
wer& in the habit of endeavouring- to recollect 
whether they stumbled at the threshold, or had 
met a cat or hare at first going out in the morn- 
ing ; when a person sneezed at rising in the morn- 
ing before they had put on their shoes, they 
thought themselves compelled to go to bed again, 
to avert impending evils ; others held the thumb 
of the left hand fast in the right when troubled 
with the hiccough ; and, during the singing of the 
gospel, the superstitious held their chin with the 
right hand, each for similar reasons to the above. 
Dreadful calamity was supposed to attend the 
accidental passf^ of a child between two friends 
walking together — nothing less than the disso- 
lution of the connexion. Under the head of 
Charms, Mr. Scot gives an incredible variety of 
information ; but these charms against every ca- 
sualty and disease are too numerous even for a 
catalogue of them. 
VOL. II. s When 
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When a monarch, who nearly posBcssed abso- 
lute power, reigned over a superstitious peopte, 
and was himself a stave to that degrading pro- 
penuty, we cannot be surprized a system of cruel- 
ty and persecution prevailed in the courts of jus- 
tice against the deformed and hazard females, 
described by Mr. Scot as witches, in the preced- 
ing reign. What can be more disgraceful to the 
age of James I. than the following lines from his 
DEemoDology? " The fearful abounding'at this 
time in this country of these detestable slaves of 
the devil, the witches or enchanters, hath moved 
me (beloyed reader) to dispatch in post, this fol- 
lowing treatise of mine : not in any wise (as I 
protest) for a shew of my teaming and ingine ; 
but only moved of conscience, to press thereby, 
so far as I can> to resolve tfue doubting hearts of 
many, both that such assaults of Satan are mort 
certainly practised, and that the instruments 
thereof merit most severeh/ to be pumsked — 
against the damnable opinions of two principally 
in our age, whereof the one called Scott, an Eng- 
lishman, is not ashamed in public print to deny 
^at there can be such a thing as witchcraft" 

The courtiers of James 1. earnestly pressed 
him not to remove the remains of Mary Queen 
of Scotland from the place of their deposit, to 
Westminster ; as it was a received opinion of the 
observing part of the world, that evil invarihbly 
attended that family under such circumstaiaces. 
The, 
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The King was deaf to their remonstrances, and," 
wonderful to relate! Prince Henry and Queen 
Anne died not very long after his pious act. A 
successor of undoubted courage and conduct, who 
braved deatli in very dreadful forms, shrunk from 
the omen of a whale taken at Greenwich, which, 
he fancied, foretold his exit — even Oliver the 
Protector. 

Aubrey relates an extraordinary circumstance 
which occurred when he was a Jreshmaii at Ox- 
ford, in 1642. Charles I. then resided at the Uni- 
versity, and Aubrey frequently went to Christ 
Church to see the King' at supper: on one of 
ftiese occasions, he heard him say, " That as he 
was hawking in Scotland he rode into the quarry, 
and found the covey of partridges filing upon 
the hawk ;" and he adds, that the Monarch saidi 
" I will swear opon the book that it is true." 

Lady Anne Davys, wife of Sir John Davys, lord 
chief justice in Ireland, and sister to the Earl of 
Castlehaven, inspired by the demon of supersti- 
tion, prophesied many important events in the 
early part of the reign of Charles I., for which 
she was imprisoned in the Tower of London. 
This lady foretold her husbatid's death while in 
the Tolver. 

The Anatomy of Melancholy, by Burton, gives 

a clear view of the superstition of the rei^n cf 

Charles I. 'Iliis whimsical and amusing -an^bt- 

speaks of amulets or charms or presefvativea 

s 2 against 
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against particular diseases or misfortunes, as " not 
mltogelher to be rejected." " Piony doth cure 
epilepsy, pretious stones most diseases, a wolfs 
dung borne with one helps the chotick, a spider 
an ague, &c. Being in the country in the vaca- 
tion time, not many years since, at Lindley, in 
I^icestershire, my father's house, I first obserFed 
this amulet of a spider in a nut-shell l^ped in 
silk, &c., so applied for an ague by my mother, 
whom, although I knew to have excellent skill in 
chirurgery, sore eyes, aches, 8tc., and such experi- 
mental medicines, as all the country where she 
dwelt can witness, to have done many Aimoiis 
and good cures upon divers poor folks, that were 
otherwise destitute of help ; yet, amv^g all other 
experiments, this, methought, was most absurd 
and ridiculous ; I could see no warrant for it. 
Quid aranea cum fehre ? For what antipathy ? 
till at length rambling amongst the authors (as 
often I do) I found this very medicine in Dios- 
corides, approved by Matthiolus, repeated by 
AlderoTtndus, cap. de Aranea, lib. de Insectis, I 
began to have a better opinion of it, and to give 
more credit to amulets, when I saw it in some 
parties answer to experience. Such medicines 
are to be exploded that consist of words, charac- 
ters, spells, and charms, which can do no good at 
all, but out of a strong conceit, as Pomponatius 
proves, or the devil's policy, vho is the first 
founder and teacher of them." 

How 
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How very near the verge of common sense the 
superstitious may ariive, appears by the last words 
of the above quotation ; but where was this inva- 
luable quality when Burton at the beginning o& 
it introduees the virtues of wolf's dung and dried 
spiders in curing the cholick and E^e? We 
may, however, derive some information from it— ~ 
that a more innocent method of repeUing di- 

- seases than incantations was dawning upon the 
mind of the superstitious. 

A circumstance occurred on the 30th of July 
1643, which explains part of the general charac- 
ter of the people, and promotes my plan of illus- 
trating the superstitious teod^icy of their minds. 
The Earl of Kingston of that period had the re- 
putation of an excellent man, not less celebrated 
for his great possessions than for the benevolent 
use of his income. Lloyd, who gave an account 
of the loyalists most attached to the fortune of 
Charles I. mentions, that the Earl supplied him 
with two thousand soldiers, procured arms and 
money from others to the amount of ^.24,000, 
and vigorously opposed the army of the Parlia- 
ment in person, till he was surprized at Gainsbo- 
rough by Lord Willoughby of Parham, who, 
having made him prisoner, sent him on board a 
pinnace to be conveyed to Hull, as he was consi- 

, dered one of the most dangerous partizans against 

the new order of things. Sir Charles Cavendish, 

actuated by the eincerest loyalty, aiid eager to 

recover 
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]dQg, demanded the Earl, of Willoughby, who 
refusing, the imprudent Cavendish commanded 
his soldiers to fire apon the vessel from a drake 
or cannon, which was done with so unfortunate 
im aim, that the Earl and his servant were killed- 
Enraged at the result of his endeavours to save 
his friend. Sir Charles destroyed every person 
found in the pinnace. 

Such was the fact as related by our historians. 
1 shall now give the popular opinion on the sub> 
ject in the words of Mrs. Lucy Hutchinson : 
** The Earl of Kingston, a few months, stood 
.{leuter, and would not declare himself of either 
party, and being a man of great wealth and de-^ 
pendence, many people hung in susppnce by his 
example ; whereupon the gentlemen of Notting- 
- ham often spoke to his son to persuade bis father 
to declare himself; but he told them, he knew 
his fother's affections were firm to the Parliament, 
that he had encouraged him to join with them, 
9nd promised him money to cany it on, and such 
like things, which he continually assured them, 
till the Colonel's cold behaviour, and some other 
passages, made them at length, those at least who 
were firm to the cause, jealous both of the father 
and the son. Hereupon- when the danger grew 
more imminent, and my Lord lay out a b^ave, 
prey to the enemy, they sent Captain Lomax, one 
pf th^ committee, tQ understand his affections 
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from hinielf, and to press him to declare for the 
I^liament in that so needful season. My Lord 
professing himself to him rather desirous of 
peace, and fully resolved not to act on either 
side, made a serious imprecation on himself in 
these words : * When/ said he, ' I take armi 
with the King against the Parliament, or with 
the Parliament against the King, let a cannon 
bifllet divide me between them ;' which God tnaa 
pleased to bring to pass a few months after : for 
he, going into Gainsborough, and there taking up 
arms for the King, was surprized by my lord 
Willonghby, and, after a handsome defence of 
himself, yielded, aiid was put prisoner into a 
pinnance, and sent dovm the river to Hull, when 
my lord Newcastle's army, marching along th$ 
shore, shot at the pinnace, and, being in danger, 
the Earl of Kingston went up upon the deck to 
shew himself, and to prevail with them to for' 
bear shooting; but, as soon as he appeared, a 
cannon bullet flew from the King's army, and 
divided him in the middle, being then in the 
Parliaments pinnance, who perished accort^ng to 
his own unhappy imprecation.'-* 

Sir Thomas Brown affords us an opportunity of 
knowing that all the following superstitious fancies 
were in V(^e when he wrote his enquiries into 
vulgar and common errors, the majori^ of which 
v/ere certainly received from the earliest age» by 
traction. The hare crossing a h^way pntend- 

ing 
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ing danger ; the owl and nven Boreamtng timilar 
evils ; tjie filing of salt presaging ill luck ; ^ 
breaking or cnishipg an ^-sbell to piecei, leit 
witches should draw or prick their names thereon i 
the present of the true lover's knot to the person 
belored; the conceit that absent persons are 
talking of those whose cheek burned or ear 
tingled; speaking under the rose; smoke foIloW'* 
ing the fairest ; sitting cross-Je^ed, or with the 
fingers shut together, being unlucky ; the statecl 
times of paring the nails and cutting of hair, to 
preserve present good fortune ; the preserving the 
hair on moles ; the fear of cutting elve locks, or 
complicated hairs o[> the head, and of those locks 
extending in length beyond tlieir neighbours. 
" Many conceive," he observes, " there is some- 
what amiss, and that, as we usually say, they ^re 
unUeeti until they put on their girdle," " Great 
concdts are raised of the involution or membra-: 
neous covering, commonly called the StUyhow, 
that sometimes is found about the heads of chilr 
dren nppn their birth ; and is therefore preserved 
with great care> not only as medical -in diseases, 
but eflfectual in success, concerning (he infant 
and others ;" and last, not least, in this curious ca- 
talogue, that it is good to be drunk once a month. 
Hichard Baxter, the non-conformist divine, as 
credulous as the meanest of his congregation, had 
sufBcient fplly to write an octavo on the certain^ 
of t^ world of spirits ; which he attempted to 
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evince by a farrago of " unquestionable histories 
of apparitions and witchcrafts :" one of those wiU 
be enough for our purpose, particularly as it is a 
tragical story, and makes one almost despise hu- 
ynan nature as it was at the date of his relation. 
Mary, the daughter of Edward Etlins, of the 
borough of Evesham, in the county of Worcester, 
gardener, a child about ten years of age, in com- 
pany with others, went into a field to gather cow- 
slips, where they saw Catherine Huxley, a woman 
about forty, in a ditch. Mary called the female 
a witch, and jtttempted to throw a stone at her. 
Huxley, provoked at , the assault, declared she 
should have stones enough, as the girl reported. 
From this time M4ss Eltins bad symptoms of 
the gravel, or rather'of the Jlint ; for that, it 
seems, was the description of stones she voided : 
;9nd, considering the nature of the lact, it will 
not be thought surprizing she suffered violent 
pangs. " This she did for some space (a month 
lOT two or thereabouts), until upon some strong 
suspicions of witchcraft, the forenamed Huxley 
was apprehended, examined, and searched; at 
whose bed-head there were found several stones, 
such as the said Mary voided, and was sent to 
Worcester, where, at the summer assizes, in the 
said year 1652 (then at hand), she was, upon the 
prosecution of the friends of the said Mary, con- 
demned and executed," 

The 
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The sequel of this shocking' affair is, that, 
fluxley being dead, the girl voided no more 
•tones. 

Glanvil, F.R.S. and chaplain in ordinary to tiic 
Ring, wrote " Saducismus Triumphatus, or full 
and plain evidence concerning witches and appa- 
litions ;" the second edition of which was pub- 
hshed in l683. This gentleman's worfe and Mr. 
Baxtei's, appearing not long after each other, 
Mrves to prpve how very prevalent this madness 
was, which might indeed be traced from the King 
and the Protector down to, the very dustman. 
Indeed, these labours in the aggr^te furnish so 
nuiy instances of what may be called legal muT' 
iir of women, that we close their books with 
abhorrence, arising from the superstitious malice 
of the accuser, the enormity of the judges, and 
&e wickedness of the juries, who brought so 
many wretches to an untimely end. 

Samuel Clarke gives a curious specimen of his 
own superstition, and, by inference, that of his 
contemporary readers, in the succeeding anec- 
dote. — Master White of Dorchester, being a 
member of the Assembly of Divines, was ap- 
pointed minister of Lambeth ; but, for the pre- 
sent, could get no convenient house to dwell in, 
but one that was possessed by the devil : this he 
took; and not long after, his maid sitting up late, 
the devil appeared to her, whereupon, in a great 
fright. 
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go to bed, saying, she was well served for sitting 
up so late. Presently after, the devil appeared to 
Master White himself, standing at his bed feet: 
to whom Master White said, " If thou hast no- 
thing else to do, thou mayst stand there still, and 
I will betake myself to my rest ;" and aocording- 
ly, composing himself to sleep^ the devit vanished- 
Id the Sermons of Dr. Bolton may be found a 
n\ost curious anecdote of bigoted superstition. — 
Jjaiiy Honeywood, terrified by a misconc^ion of 
%he Scriptures, or affected with mental, infirmi^, 
despaired of obtaining salvation, after having used 
a spell to cure her of. some disease. The Divine 
was one day endeavouring to remove this unhappy 
fancy, when, with a frantic air, she seized a Venice 
glass, and, dashing it from her, exclaimed, " I 
shall as certainly be damned as this glass will be 
broken." Contrary to all rational supposition, 
the glass was not broken. Still the slave of super- 
stition, she became calm ait^ placid : she was not 
to be damn^. I need not add the glass was care- 
fully preserved. 

A second instance of the. superstition of Oliver 
Croipwell has been mentioned by Aubrey, or per- 
haps he wa« less superstitious than artful: — A 
Divine impulse occurring before the hour of bat- 
tle was an useful hint to his officers and soldiers, 
that viptory would attend thpir exertions. Colonel 
j. P. told Atibrey that a lit of laqghter seized 
Cromwell 
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Cromwell before the battle of Naseby, simiUr to 
one which he eKperienced before that of Dunbar, 
when " he did laugh so excessively as if he had 
been drunk ; his eyes sparkled with spirits. He 
obtained a great victory, but the action was said 
to be contrary to human prudence." 

Richard Saunders, student in astrolc^ and 
physick, did all in his power to perpetuate the 
blind superstition of his forefathers by publishing 
several works, particularly ** The Astrological 
Judgement and Practice of Physick, deduced 
from the position of the heavens at the decumbi- 
ture of the sick perscwis ; Palmistry, the secrets 
thereof disclosed ; and Physic^omie and Chiro- 
mancie, 1653."— The absurdity, preaumption, and 
folly, of this man, his learning and research, offer 
a melancholy picture of the perversion of talents 
and acquirements, directed to maintain all the 
unpleasant consequences felt by the mass of the 
community, through their belief in the occult 
sciences. IJlly lived to see these works spread in 
every direction, and more than once recommended 
them : for instance, " Being now (by the mercy 
of a most gracious God) arrived to my 76th year 
current ; and of late years having passed through 
much sickness and affliction of body (which has 
too much decayed my sight), it cannot be ex- 
pected that / should oblige the world with any 
thing of this subject, which once I had thoughts 
to have attempted; and not only enlarged the 
judgements 
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judgements upon the sixth house in my Introduc- 
tion (which, as it is, is sufficient for the instruc- 
tion of any young student); but also to have 
communicated tp the grateful sons of art divers 
remarkable experiments in the astrolc^cal consi- 
derations of diseases from the decumbiture of the 
sick, touching life and death," &c. 

" I hope, therefore, this most elaborate work oF 
my old friend ittay instead thereof be accepted ; in 
which, I find, he has (to his great commendation) 
taken much pains to good purpose, and in every 
branch thereof is very copious and no less per- 
spicuous, both in the theory and practical part 
(which hitherto has been neglected by most au- 
thors that have undertaken this task in the English 
tongue); so that I may, without the least partiali- 
ty, affirm the work to be the most complete and 
perfect of any of the subject I have hitherto seen 
or read ; and do heartily rejoice (though now in 
my declining years) to see so learned a production 
proceed from an English pen. In fine, the work 
deserves commendation, and I do really approve 
thereof, and recommend it to the serious study 
and perusal of all the noble students of this king- 
' dom ; which now I live to see abounds with many 
hopeful and ingenious persons, that are not only 
lovers of but students in the syderal science; 
notwithstanding the contempt and opposition it 
has met withal from some busy sciolists as igno- 
rajtf as envious. Whence I conclude, thjs most 
useful 
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useful and harmless art may, in feW years, arrive 
to great perfection, and consequently daily itfeet 
with eminent and noble favourites to protect it 
fit>m calumny and detraction ; though } dare not 
affirm (as that bold Pretender lately did) that 
Ptolemy is now become as demonstrable to the 
senses as Euclid. 

''Much more might be said, but the work 
speaks Its own praise, and I do but hold b candle 
fo the sun. ' I shall, therefore, conclude with that 
old proverb, ' Good wine needs no bush.' yali, 
your old friend and Jaithful propagator of astro- 
logy. " William Lilly." 
" From my hottse in Horsham^ 

in the parish of Walton upon 

Thames, ift';?." 
A plate from the work on Chiromancy is an- 
nexed, to explain the ridiculous and unmeaning 
distribution of the signs over the hands, which 
would puzzle a modem Gypsey : as to the expla- 
nations given by the author, were we to repeat 
them, it would indeed be holding a candle to the 
sun. Saunders pursued his design in a treatise on 
moles ; and, without doubt, his one hundred and 
fourteen examples, with their prc^ostics, served 
to introduce or continue a custom in the inhabit- 
ants of London of examining whether nature had 
lavished any on them. 

Thomas Bromhalt, with indefatigable assidbily, 
ot4Iected an amazing number of antient'-and mo- 
dem 
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which be puUished ia folio about the time of 
Charles I. or H., as the title of the copy befon 
me is imperfect. These he called " A Treatise of 
Spectres; or an history of apparitions, oracles, 
prophecies, and predictions, with dreams, visions, 
and rerelatKHU.*' 

Sir Thomas Brown enables us to give a iurthet 
insight into the superstitious practice of wearing 
amulets, who very sagaciously enquires what na- 
tural effects could possibly be supposed to foHovr 
the suspension of a hollow stone in a stable to 
prevent the ephialtes or night mare, or the chips 
of a gallows worn on the person to guard against 
an i^e, or rubbing the hands before the moon to 
cure warts, or committing any maculated part to 
the touch of the dead. It seems it was a femrie 
doctrine, that the flrst rib of roasted beef powder- 
ed ia an excellent remedy against fluxes, and that 
" if a child dieth, and the neck becometh not 
flftiflT, but for many hours remaineth lithe and 
flaccid, some other in the same house will die not 
long after; (and) that if a woman with child 
lonketh upon a dead body, her child will be of a 
' pale complexion." And yet this man denied not 
the influence of the stars, nor did he " condemn 
a sober and regulated astrology." 

The aurora borealis, now so generally under- 
stood to be the eflTects of the etectrioal fluid' in 
particular states of the atmospliere, occasioned 
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' great terror in the reigns of Charles, his succes- 
sor, and Jatnes II., which had, in alt probability, 
been the case very long before ; but as printing 
was unknown, we have only the accounts of 
Stowe and others repeated from traditions or 
MS. of their effects upon the public mind. We 
cannot but lament, on reading the periodical 
publications of the reigns alluded to, and even 
something later, the horrors that weak ima^na- 
tions formed from the beautifitl coruscations of 
this inexplicable matter, which assumes so many 
shapes, and so many colours, and which is visible 
and invisible at the aame instant. One instance, 
extracted from the True Protestant Mercury of 
January 1st, 1680-I, will serve for an epitome of 
all that might be cited from our antient chronicles 
on this head. " We had last week an account of 
a strange and terrible apparition seen in the air at 
Exeter ; but, being very cautious not to emit any 
tiling but matters of truth, and very far from 
any intent to disturb people with a noise of fic- 
titious prodigies, we then forebore to mention. 
But, hearing that the same is since confirmed 
and attested by persons of unquestionable credit, 
we shall now give it the reader, in the very words ' 
wherein it was communicated to ns. 

" Exeter, Dec. 25M, 1680.— Tuesday night 
last, several credible and intelligent persons, retir- 
ing into a convenient place in this city to view 
the appearance of the blazing comet, which very 
dreadfully 
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dreadfully dilated itself in the western part of the 
heavens. As we were discoursing our several con- 
jectures upon its portents, on the sudden we be- 
held very perspicuous in the air two voluminous 
clouds, directly drawing to each otlier, one where- 
of coming Jrom the North plainly discovered 
itself to be an army of soldiers ; and, being met, 
they both appeared so, and engaged in a very 
dreadful manner, the conflict continuing half an 
hoar I and- at length the former seemed to give 
. way as vanquished, with their general, being 
perceived to have a coronet on his head. This 
strange event caused in all of us amazement and 
astonishment : and I do not write this as afiction 
or hearsay, but it was visible to myself, and some 
hundreds of people besides ; ao that it can suffi- 
ciently be attested, being as certainly true as 
dreadful." As this account is corroborated by 
similar relations from other parts of the country, 
there cannot be a doubt that an aurora boreaiis, 
and not the imagination of an individual, caused 
the alarm; 

The variety of ways in which I have demon- 
strated the amazing superstition of the people 
makes the following extract from the Protestant 
Mercury probable in part, though the conclusion 
is decidedly untrue. Had not the same publica- 
lion given solemn testimonies in favour of the 
editor's firm belief in signs, wonders, and pro-* 
digies, I should have supposed the story to be a 

veL. II. T . witty 
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tDittff correction of the foUy of believing in witch- 
Craft. 

"On Monday last, March 26th, 16S2, about 
one of the clock in the afternoon, came four wo- 
men, well-habited, into the Blue Boar Inn, in 
Holborn, and going to the dunghill there, thejr 
opened a hole in it about a foot and an half 
deep, where they placed a bottle with the neck 
downwards, in which, they say, was a ^rl's u — e, 
that was said to be bewitched ; and that they had 
been advised by a skilful chemist to put therein 
mercury, needles, pins, and other magical ingre- 
dients, and to bury it in a dunghill; which the/ 
did, covering the bottle, and sat them down to 
work, that none might meddle with it, where 
they continued sitting (a great concourse of peo- 
ple visiting them and wondering at them) till the 
next morning, when the woman supposed to be 
the witch appeared in a very swollen condition 
and demanded the bottle, which they resolutely 
denying, and opposing her from meddling with 
it, she at last was forced, to leave them, with 
many dreadful imprecations. About one of the 
clock the" same day, they say, that news was 
brought them the witch was dead, and that the 
girl was perfectly recovered; at which they, much 
rejoicing, took up their bottle and departed.'' 

Aubrey' was deeply infected with the vapours 
of supei'stition ; and, with more labour than pro- 
iit, collected what he termed Miscellanies from 
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vaiious authors, to which he added hisown obser- 
vations. A selection from those will serve to 
shew the general tendency this way. — Sir Ken- 
elm Digby, whom Aubrey temis a great linguist 
and magazine of arts, is said to have been born, 
fought fortunately, and died, on the eleventh of 
June : hence it must be inferred, that this was his 
lucky or unlucky day. That he was born, was 
certainly beneficial to science ; that he was not 
killed in battle, was happy for himself and the 
"arts;" but who shall decide the rest? We 
must acknowledge with the last hues of his epi- 
taph by Farrar — 

" Tis rare, that one and self-same day should be ' 
His day of birth, of death, of victory," 
Aubrey thought himself of some little conse- 
quence, and discovered that the third of Novem- 
ber, his own birth-day, had been distinguished 
by several very important events in antient his- 
tory; indeed he was convinced, that the final 
over0ow of a piece of marsh-land belonging tp 
him on this inauspicious day had some reference 
to the fetal inundation of the Godwin Sands, 580 
years before, that too happening on the third of 
November. 

This famous city of London had its unlucky 
houses in the time of this Wiseacre, whose fanciefl 
were no doubt far from singular. The Fleece 
tavern, Yorfc-strett, Covent Garden, was one of 
^ese doleful piles of biick and mortar, and wit- 
T 2 nessed 



3.n.iized by Google 



V^6 

ne«ed many homicides; three of which occurred 
within Aubrey's knowledge: a handsome brick 
mansion, on the south side of Clerkenwell church- 
yard, had so bad a name for ill-luck, that it was 
seldom tenanted for at least forty years, and finally 
quite deserted: another in Holbom had no less , 
than six tenants, not one of whom were fortunate 
in it: one opposite Charing Cross was the place 
where Lady Baynton died : a few years after Lady 
Hoby, her sister, finished her mortal career there 
of the small pox ; and twenty years later the 
same disease was .fatal to their nephew on these 
pernicious premises. 

"The last summer," says Aubrey, "on the 
day of St. John Baptist, 1694, I accidentally was 
walking in the pasture behiod Mont^ue-house : 
it was 12 o'clock. I saw there about two or three 
and twenty young women, most of them well ha- 
bited, on their knees, very busy, as if they had 
been weeding. I could not presently learn what 
the matter was ; at last, a ycwng man told me that 
they were looking for a coal under the root <^ a 
plant^n, to put under their heads that night, and 
they should dream who would be their husbands: 
it was to be found that day and hour. The wo- 
men have several ma^cat secrets handed down to 
them by tradition ; for this purpose, as, on St. 
Agnes night, 3lst January, take a row of pim^ 
and pull out every one, one after another, saying 
3' paternoster, or ' our fiither,' sticking a pin in 
yoUr 
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your sleeve, and you will dream of him or her 
you shall marry." Ben Jonscm, in one of hit 
Ajlasks, makes some mention of tfiis : 

" And on sweet St. Agnes night 

Please you with the promised sight ; 

Some of husbands, spme of lovers. 

Which an empty dream discovers," 
Another meUiod used by love-sick girls was to 
sleep in a county noit their usual residence, where 
they k^it the left-legged garter round their right- 
l^ged stocking, leaving^ the other garter and stock- 
ing untouched in this way. They then repeated 
the following lines, knitting a knot at each 
comma: 

" This ki)ot I knit. 

To know the thing I know not yet; ;^ 

That I may see 

The man that shall my husband be ; 

How he goes, and what he wears. 

And what he does all the days," 
The next dream upon the subject represented 
the gentleman to the lady's ardent gaze bearing a 
(tadge of his occupation. A lady acknowledged 
to Aubrey that she had practised the incantation, 
and was favoured with a vision. " About two or 
three years after, as she was one Sunday at church, 
up pops a young Osonian in the pulpit. She cries 
out presently to her sister, ' This is the very face 
of the man that I saw in my dream '." ,He became 

her 
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her hasband. " Sir William Soames lady did tfie 

like." 

•* Another way is, to charm the moon thus. At 
the first appearance of the new moon after New- 
year's day, go out in the evening, and stand over 
the bars of a gate or stile, looking on the mooD} 
and say: 

' All hail to thee, Moon, all hail to thee I 
I pray thee, good Moon, reveal to me 
This night who my husband must be.* 
You must presently after go to bed. 1 knew two 
gentlewomen that did thus when they were young 
maids, and they had dreams of those ^at married 
them." 

" Most houses of the west end of London," says 
Aubrey, *' have the horse shoe on the threshold." 
The horse shoe, it seems, lost its virtue if pur- 
chased or received as a gift; it should be acci- 
dentally/ found to prevent the operationt of 
witches within the house under its protection. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. IV. 



Whatever people first entered this country, 
and whatever may have been their ideas of Dress, 
the humid chills of England unquestionably com- 
pelled them to guard against its effects between 
the months of October and May. Their mode 
of life requiring great activity and freedom of 
. limbs, it is natural to suppose, induced them to 
wear as little of any kind of covering as possible, 
and even to dispense with that little when exer- 
cise supplied its place. The skins of beasts were 
obvious means to concentrate the vital heat of 
their bodies ; and, as many of the animals they 
possessed were large, ample clothing might be 
provided from that source alone. But, when we 
recollect the ingenuity and contrivance of the 
inhabitants of countries lately discovered in mat- 
ting together the fibres of vegetable substances, 
and colouring them into very close resemblances 
of our printed cottons, there can be no reason to 
doubt, that our countrymen received conceptions 
of equal extent from the Creator, and that they 
executed thein with equal ability. 

The 
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The general wish of mankind has tteen, in all 
ages, even previous to the maturity of reasQii> to 
cover the loins by folds of skins or cloth, and 
the shoulders, back, and breast, 1^ a square 
mantle, fastened by a thorn, or some other me- 
thod. Thus guarded on the body, their limbg 
had the most perfect freedom for action; and, 
when necessity required it, the mantle was drop- 
ped in an instant, or, whwi at rest, conveniently 
wrapped around them. Caesar gives us reason to 
imagine, the mantles he observed in use were 
made by wearing or securing the extremities of 
hair in some sort of cloth, in the manner of the 
hed-rugs formerly used. These were clumsy and 
heavy enough, and only fit for winter; others 
for the milder season must have been contrived 
less oppressive ; and this circumstance inevitably 
led to improvement. The very knowledge of se- 
curing hairs in the manner mentioned su^ested 
other modes of arranging them ; but tliose can- 
not now be explained, or perhaps accurately coa-i 
jectured. 

Accident may have produced the art of dyeing: 
many terrene and vegetable substances produce 
vivid colours without any preparation ; the spot- 
ting or staining of clothing therefore soon became 
a favourite ^«Aion with those rude sons of Nature. 
The capability of colours in creating a ferocious 
aspect was a strong inducement to apply them on 
fhe face and boc(y, before the party using them 
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met his adversaries in mortal combat: a word 
from the favourite female in approbation was 
enough to 8x the custom in its military accepta« 
tion. Whether the hero ever attempted to im- 
prove his complexion in this way, or whether the 
female originally hit upon this happy expedioit, 
I shall not pretend to determine. 

It seems to he agreed by antient writers, that 
the natives of this island wore at one time a sort 
of pantaloons, or a close dress fitted to the hmbs 
from the waist to the ankles ; and a vest with 
sleeves, sandals, or pieces of skin, tied or laced to 
the foot, were equally necessary and common. 
This period, however, should be considered the 
second £era in dress, as it exhibits the improve- 
ment of the arts as well as the ideas. The dress 
of the women could not at first diflfer materially 
from that of the men, except in the quantity. 
When Boadicea led the Britons to the field, she 
is said by Dio to have worn a various-coloured 
tunic, flowing in loose long folds, and over it a 
mantle. The heads of the chiefs or kings were 
probably adorned with something resembling the 
Grecian helmet with feathers or hair inserted in 
it. If the mass of the people wore any thing 
more than a few feathers in a circlet of skin, the 
form and materials have not reached us. 

Many ornaments of the persons of our ances- 
tors are discovered in their sepulchres, particur 
Jarly bracelets, i^nklets, and beads, with a few un- 
kriown 
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known as to their precise use : many are ma<te of 
gold, and others of various materials. There is 
something so fascinating in the graceful disposition 
of the hair, that it is impossible to suppose the 
women of England neglected the bounty of na- 
ture in this respect ; indeed we are informed, both 
sexes encouraged its growth, and were vain of its 
beauty; nor would it be altogether fanciful, to 
imagine the head of one of our fair countrywomen 
strongly resembling those of the best Grecian sta- 
tues in the easy careless disposition of its ringlets. 
The author already mentioned as having described 
Boadicea notices her long hair floatmg in the wind 
over her back and shoulders. Ciesar adds, the men 
removed all their beards, except that on the upper 

lip- 

Such are the imperfect particulars a^Torded us 
by the Romans of the habits of our ancestors: 
that people unquestionably gave us many of their 
customs, and Tacitus expcessly asserts, the youth 
of the higher classes adopted their dress ; a slight 
sketch of which, with what has already been said, 
will give a tolerable idea of the mixed fashions of 
Britain and Rome during, the long period the lat- 
ter maintained an influence over the former. At 
tfie same time, it should be recollected, there were 
thousands of the natives who spumed either imi- 
tation or the use of the Roman dress, through a 
laudable detestation of their invaders. Long be- 
fore this sera, the country was supplied with many 

of 
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wf the inventions of the Continent ; for, though 
the Romans knew Httle of England, the traders 
of the Western ports contrived to barter all sorts 
of commodities with the inhabitants, or Caesar 
would not have thought of consulting them on 
the state of England. Manufactures of silk and 
wool,- both from their elegance and convenience, 
were unquestionably admired by the Britons, and 
through that very circumstance they doubtlessly 
adopted them, supposing they had not seen each 
before from their Gallic connections. - 

Numbers of the British now appeared in the 
toga, or gown without sleeves, commonly of the 
purest white, worn in a graceful manner, tlipown 
around the shoulders, and partly descending be- 
hind to the ground, and which was occasionally 
used as a covering for the head ; a border of pur- 
ple was annexed as a mark of dignity. The tunica 
inclosed the body, and constituted the dress for 
wearing in the house, besides being that of the 
generality of the people without the toga. The 
sleeves of this habit descended only to the elbow 
originally, but afterwards to the wrist, when the 
length was increased to the ankles. The legs had 
no other covering than breadths of silk wound 
round them; and the feet were protected with 
sandals, laced round the ankles. 

The toga was for a long time used in common 
by both sexes ; but the ladies subsequently in- 
vented the stola and the palla: the former re- 
sembled 



3.n.llffidbyGOOg[C 



284 

sembled the modern chemise, with sleeves down 
to the wristSj and reaching in length to the feet-^ 
those were white and edged with gold, and worn 
in the house —the latter formed a complete maptle 
for die inclosure of their persons when abroad ; 
their limbs were besides wrapped with thin silk 
nest the skin, and the same description of mate- 
rial with ribands decorated their hair. 

It would give me great pleasure could I illus-r 
trate this part of my work with sketches of the 
native Britons in their common habits, and those 
of the field ; but as that cannot be, I must pro- 
ceed to the period when all the elegances and 
comforts of life were necessarily resigned, and 
desolation prevailed in every direction : the reader 
will anticipate my allusion to the Saxon Eera. Th? 
persons actually employed in the subjugation of 
this country) &nd who afterwards, with their de- 
scendants, obtained the term of Aqglo-Saxons, 
appear to have worn their hair and beards nearly, 
if not quite, as long as nature permitted, merely 
dividing that on the head from the crown to the 
forehead ; and it is said they wore a sort of bonnet 
when not engaged in war. Tacitus describes the 
antient Germans to have been dressed in a close 
habit fitted to th^r shape, ,with fantastic patches 
of different-coloured skins set on them, and a lai^ 
mantle fastened on one shoulder; which dress, 
with a clumsy security for the feet from the rough- 
ness of the earth, must be taken for that of the 

fir^t 
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first invaders of our island from that quarter of 
the world. 

The women of alt nations feel a commendabie 
pride in the beauty of their hair, nor were the 
Saxon females less so than their contemporaries; 
the utmost care was lavished on it in the earliest 
stage of their history, and the severest punish- 
ment they incurred was to be deprived of it. As 
to the precise manner of dividing, curling, and 
turning it over the head, we are in total igno- 
rance. But it would be a poor comptimeut to 
their invention did we not grant them the in- 
clination and ability to give it a number of pleas- 
ing forms. The natural modesty of the sex makes 
it probable that their garments were long and 
flowing, and the antient authorities declare then) 
to have been so. 

The materials of their clothing were originally 
coarse and badly manufactured ; but their inter- 
course with other inhabitants of the Continent 
procured them a knowledge of all the luxuries of 
drees then common in Europe. Hence we may 
well imagine their ideas, and those of the natives • 
of England, became alike susceptible of vain im- 
preMions; and that the finest linens, silks, and 
«loths, were substituted for more humble ap- 
pareL 

One of the improvements discoverable in their 

fashions was the shaving away the encrmoue mass 

of hair which dis6gured their faces, with the 

exception 
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exception of that on the upper Hp. This pecu- 
liarity is mentioned by Wilham of Malmesbury 
as having eommenced in the reign of Harold. 
They long continued the use of the bonnet, and 
something strongly resembling a hat is exhibited 
in very antient designs. At what period the linen 
shirt was introduced does not appear;- that it was 
at an early one is certain. The Romans consi- 
dered this excellent invention as suited to females 
only i but as their empire declined, the people be- 
came less scrupulous as tt> their ideas of efiemi- 
nacy. The tunic consisted of linen as well as of 
silk ; nor did the Saxon military men disdain to 
wear the latter richly embroidered. At one time 
the tunic fitted close to the body, and reached 
half way down the 1^, and they were worn bo^ 
with and without sleeves. This vest they secured 
with a belt or girdle that served to support the 
sword. Antient drawings and descriptions furnish 
us with an idea of the remainder of their dress in 
the i-esemblances of modem under-drawers. TTie 
legs, from the knee downwards, were covered with 
■ a drapery not unlike bandages ; and in some in- 
stances the first dawnings of stockings are to be 
traced. The sandal was probably the most com- 
mon guard of the foot ; but Dr. Henry quotes a 
passage from Eginhart which describes shoes vrith 
wooden soles fitted for each foot, the upper parts 
of leather and tied with thongs. These, and in- 
deed all the preceding articles of dress, belong 
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to the lich and powerful ; the poor, it is to be sup- 
posed, had little more than a coarse tunic, or per- 
haps a coarse mantle and drawers in addition, and 
went- without either shoes or stockings: indeed, 
this is known to have been the case with many 
of the higher classes. A mantle perfectly square 
served all ranks for their principal covering, and 
was worn so as to fasten on the right shoulder 
and fall to the feet before and behind ; this they 
varied in its colours and embroidery, and it was 
often very rich and mi^ificent. 

When we fancy the general appearance of an 
Anglo-Saxon or Briton thus habited, we cannot 
but admit there was something extremely grace- 
ful and impressive in the aggr^ate ; but the vr- 
iiaments they added contributed to lessen the 
effect, and gave the figure a degree of eflfenunacy 
by no means according with the ferodous charac- 
ter of the former. Rings of gold on the fingers, 
- bands or bracelets of the same metal on the arma, 
chains and collars of precious stones round the 
aeck, too strongly remind us of the amiable soft- 
ness of the sex from which they were borrowed, 
and make a strange association of ideas. 

In describing the dress of the females, we have 
it not in our power to bestow on them any other 
'decorations than we have already found the males 
in possession of. Their garments differed little 
frcHn their lords', except in the modest extension 
«f them over the breast and ankles ; the mantle, 
indeed. 
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thing in the manner of a loose robe, which was 
closed by a broach or button before. Veils were 
added to increase the chaste and virtuous appear- 
ance of these our early dames. Such was the 
dress of the Anglo-Saxons and the majority of 
the Britons when William of Normandy intro- 
duced the customs of his subjects^ 

The armed attendants of William kre generally 
represented as having been tall, vtdl made, and 
handsome. Like their countryraen, from that 
early ^e down to the late Revolution in France, 
they were fond of long hair; when they took pos- 
session of our island, they wore it curle<l on their 
necks, and flat on the foreheads About the year 
1104, it became customary to cut the hair short; 
another whim restored it, and it was again short- 
ened- by 1 1 29- The Normans wore neither beard 
nor whiskers when they first entered England ; 
and William had such an aversion to the latter 
that he commanded his new subjects to part with 
this appendage of the upper lip. Their psurtiali^ 
for splendour of appearance was conspicuous in 
the extreme richness of the materials of which 
their dress was composed ; their bonnets were of 
the finest cloth, or most beautiful furs, and orna- 
mented with jewels. The colours were various; 
but yellow they appropiated as a mark of infamy 
to the Jews, Their shirts were of linen > their 
vests fitted close to the body, and those of the 
nobles 
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nobles reached to the ankles; an etnbroidereJ 
girdle, sometioMS set with jevrels, Bcciired Uiig 
garment round the waist, which liad long sleeves. 
The mantle was frequently embroidered, and of 
fine cloth, lined or edged with ful". 

The lower classra of the people wore a doublet, 
tied about the waist, which having sleeves to the 
wrist, was put on over the head ; those' reached 
only to the middle of the thighs. 

The mantles of some of our early Norman 
kings were exceedingly magnificent, and are men- 
tioned as having cost- incredible sums, valued at 
our present depreciated state of money : one worn 
by Richard I. was striped and embossed v/iih 
silver. The shoes of II35 were made without 
heels, came up to the ankles, and had a slip on 
the instep, where they were tied. In this way 
they appeared greatly improved from those of the 
time of William Rufus, whose subjects chose to 
enottmber themselves with taper-twisted points at 
the extremities. 

With the exception of a more fanciful drapery 
on the head, the ladies of the Norman court, and 
others who imitated their lashions, did not make 
any material .variation in their dress Irom that 
already described as distinguishing the gentlemen. 
Their vest was long, the sleeves large and raised 
in folds, when thearm was lifted, round which it 
was customary to throw part of the mantle in a 
jraceftit manner. Hius habited, ^d the folds of 
vot, II. c the 



by Google 



290 

iSm head-dress connected with tfa^ remtinder of 
^tr drapery, they must have been veiy agreeable 
olgectt. 

Antient illuminatioiu leave us litde reason to 
doubt that infants were clothed in the very worst 
possible way before il6s, and probably long be- 
fore that period; they were wrapped in clothes 
from head to foot, with the face alone visible, and 
ribands or bandages crossed over the body, made 
it impossible the child should move a limb. Chil* 
dren under the apparent a^ of fifteen were as 
lidicutously ezpoied to the wither as the babe 
was kept from the salutary influence of the air : 
the garments of the latter resembled a modem 
. chemise, and some of the parents wore similaT 
robes de chamhre. The coverings of their heads 
were not unlikethe ladies plain caps of the pre- 
sent day. 

The varieties and extravagances of dress hare 
served as a topic for animadversion ant) censufeto 
^e clergy since it has been customary to address 
homilies and sermons to an assembly of the 
' peo[^ ; all the Christian lbth«%, and th^r xaoti 
humble disciples, have tefl us their serious protest 
and denundationi against the vanity, f^^, and 
wiciedness, of decorating the peraon ; and as there 
is not the least reason to suspect the preachers of 
1316, and preceding and following years, o(tfB^ 
gyration,. we must be contenie<l;j|jft ViCw-that *ra 
as tennurkable for the display ^ jaltfA of gtild, 
robes 
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robes of lilk, jewels, embroidery, sod every der 
scription of voluptuous indulgence. Thtt which 
. We consider as a necessary consequence of social 
into-Goarse, the frequent change of dress, wai 
thought extremely improper and extravagBUt in 
some of the rich; from which we may infer, tl)at 
Dthen of the same class appeared in soiled silks 
and embroidery : an object of no importance in 
the eyes of the oentore, whose monkish reti^out 
habits might perhaps be very congenial in that 
respect. 

The denuiiciMions tmd admonitions t^ these 
good men m^t as well have been spared, as vn 
find them employed in ihe same pursuit in I348, 
thundering anathemas against fine hnen, fine doth, 
and jeweliery. Dr. Henry tdls us, i^ightoa tlutf 
described the ladies : " These toumameBts are 
attended by many ladies of the first rank and 
greatest beauty, but not alwayB of the meet un- 
tainted iifputation. Hiesc ladies are dressed in 
party'^olonred tonics, one half being of one colour, 
«nd th» othn* half of aaotiier ; their linipipce 
or tipftets are very short; their caps nmarkaUy 
little, and wfB;^)ed about their beads widi ooide t 
tlmr girdln and pooches «re apnamexited with 
geld And nivcTt and they «rear ihort swTirde> 
odlcd daggers, before them, a little bdow their 
cavris; they afe mauntad oa the finest horan ' 
tfitfa the richest furniture. Thus eqn^ped, thqr 
tide ftom place to jUaw in ^atai of tounuNDeabi, 
0< by 
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by wMch they dissipate their fortunes, and some- 
times ruin their reputations." 

It appears firom an iHumination on a grant 
made by the King about 1350 to Thomas de 
Brotherton, that the former wore a beard and 
whiskers; but the latter is represented with nei- 
ther, and short hair, his body inclosed inaraaour, - 
with a doublet sleeve to the wrist, and a sarcoat of 
his arms, without a collar, but having a handsome 
trimming : his cap strongly resembles that lately 
used in France as the emblem of Liberty. The 
King's shoes are long and pointed, without heels, 
and have a square opening on the insteps. Thir* 
teen years after, the justice and correctness of 
ecclesiastical censure was demonstrated in the 
»ttmptirary laws enacted by Parliament. Great 
indeed must have been the luxury of the times 
in dress, when the Legbfature found it necessary 
to interpose between the people and their ideai^ 
of magnificeneei even military men ^ad pro- 
ceeded to stud their ^f mour with sAvet, and to 
have' their arms, hiidges, and broaments,- ena-~ 
melled ; besides, they, in common witii others of 
different professions, bc^an to wear their shoes of 
great length, terminating in sharp points, which, 
in 1388, were extended to' that ridiculous degree 
that they actually had recourse to the expedient 
of securing those points to the knee by chains of 
gold and silver or silken cords. Exasperated ai 
the pitiful aberratic«ts of lashion. Parliament }hx>- 
bJbited 
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hibited the nw^tiog of shoes with toes exceeiiiiig 
two inches ia length beyond .the necessary codvq' 
nience for walking ; nor were the close-fitted leg- 
gings, or ^ntailsoiis, as we now call them, less 
absuxidy as they were of difTerent colours. 
• Drawings .made about 1370 present. us with 
iigures. o£ men, whose caps ar9 of the Shape of 
Ahc'head, ^sumaupded hyi a bord^, ^nbrbidered^ 
jambossedi-or <lecorated . with, jevyfel^ with »hort 
iiair and long beards; and son)e;have close gowqis 
without collars, open twfore, very long, and' the 
sleeves <e&tending to the wrists. Seven ^yearp af- 
rterwards, we Qnd that ladies had adopted a wbim,- 
acal head-dress, sitting close to th^ head behind, 
.with a .border across the forehead, i retiring on 
each side to the temples, then advancing oyer tbje 
.che^s in a. semicircle, and agaitt retij-ing^ inclqa- 
wg the ears to the back of tlie i^k ; the crown 
■of this cap iscrossed.in lozenge >f1th silk, goldi 
or silwr cord, ajad has a drapery of silk pr fin^ 
iinen jailing down the back. . ' >. 

The poet .Gower was rei>resented nearly at the 
:4aine date with, a forked beard, a cap .close to. his 
head, covering the hair, and fastened under the 
-chin; on which is , elevated a' high-crowned hat, 
narrower at the top than at the base, and sur- 
rounded by a brim not very wide turned up. He 
appears to have a vest with long sleeves, over 
which a gown Jined or edged with fur, with a high 
j»)llar, extends from thence to his f^t; this is 
open 
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^•n before, betuied round the iiwat hy a ginlle» 
and ^e sleem terminate behraen die elbow and 
wtist. The sketch now described exhibits him 
fth«otiiag the ubaiti of ridicule^ or, if you i^ease, 
satire, at the worlds Had thtne b«en directed 
isolely to the dresMi 6f the age, we might have 
idoubted whether hit cffiuions were not nkbcr 
tplenetic; fer purely never did poet appear ia > 
fafb better ftuited to our ideas of a cynic of the 
deepest degree of ire. 

No particular alteration u obtermble in the 
Mpa uid beards of 1380. The gown, in leme in- 
itaAces, was witjiout a collar, and buttoned befbt« 
b<om the neA to the feet : openings apparendy 
«Xtre«ely inconvenient were made on the sides 
A<em the bottom as high as the middle of lits 
'^Igh, and ttie sleeves were very wide and ha^ 
the girdle was embossed, the vest ot doublet with 
fcmatl long sleeves appears under ike ab«ve gti^ 
Went. Some pefsons wore a large loose ettrcoat 
without a collar, pressed close round ^e body by 
k girdte, the ^)rt» or bottom of whicli tttifttd ior- 
%iud, and was secured about the wailt; ^deevw 
of this coat were as large as thole ot a nMdem 
horning gown. The shoei, as bu been mea> 
tioned bt^ore, were connected to the knet by 
chains ; but it is net possii^, firom the drawings 
exacnineii fo compose this illustration of oni* aw- 
tient dresses, to ascertain how the l^oea.weie 
made to form part ef the pantdotm, as i am 
compelled 
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eompdled to call die corei-ii^ of the 1^, for 
want of the origiaal term. Anpther dress of this 
date consisted of a clo^e doublet buttoned, and 
bad sleeves whidi enlarged, towards the hand, 
and were cut so a6 to fiill in a point under it: 
this was secnved by an eitff)0B8ed girdle that occ^ 
•ionally sui^HTted a dagger. 
■ - 1 oan e^ nothing in commendation of the gen- 
tlemen's caps subsequently introduced ; those rose 
in a cdne on the head, part of the material fell be- 
hind, and the front formed the segment of a small 
circle on the forehead, the edges retiring towards 
ibe temples; this, when the par^ wore t^ain 
armour, or a drapery, from die breast and shoul- 
ders tp the- neck, had a most unpleasant eifct, 
and must have been completely ridiculous when 
the latter was «tnl»XHd»ed with grotesque ^gures 
«f men and animals, as the fashion prescribed* 
The contemptible appeaiance of the males thus 
habited was in a slight degree countenanced by 
the stiiflhess, fcHmali^, and inel^ance, of the 
female caput, which hod a cap fitted to the crown 
in 13S6, widia broad border across the forehead, 
arched and escalloped above, whence lappets fell 
quite to the waist. Hie bosom cf the gown lay 
in a semicircle from the shoulders over the breast, 
A r^and or band of silk formed a triangle from 
the front to the waist, and a short vest. With tight 
long slttves, was added to a loose under-gaiment^ 
die shoes sharp*toed. La4i«t'ai« shewn bestdes 
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in UlantinBted MSS> with veib laid flat on thq 
head and descending to the shoulders, with collars 
to. their gowns, and a band from them to the 
waiat ; -. in close sleeves, with two bands crossing 
the arm between the elbow and wrist^ and five 
others uniting them perpendicularly. For the 
first time In the course of my research, I find 
the sleiBvi^^ with buttons from the wrist to the 
tAhovf outside of the arm. It should be observed, 
that from the moment girdles were used down to 
:tbis period, the waists were uniformly short 

Many of the citiiaens of London appeared with 
short curled hair, divided on the fore part of the 
-bead,, and smooth to the sides, about 1$99. The 
Caps of the same date were of, two descriptions * 
one tying under the chin, and the other haviOg a 
little peak before and turned up 4t the sides, the 
top falling over ; pantaloons were still wom> alid 
•in one instance I have observed the stockings 
■over the knee, as was f^hionable in, the time of 
George I. Doublets, .witli sleevte and i^rturts 
,for the passage of the arm, indosed by anoth^ 
.inner garment, were also common ; as were short 
CQatSj with enormous sleeves, collars, cufls, and 
flaps to the skirts ; lai^e long swords were an ap- 
.pendage to these dresses. In the following year, 
caps with triangular crowns, and dtbers., large, 
highybod round, were introduced; when, itis said, 
the lower, classes wore cloth sjtockings, breecbej, 
and a doublet buttoned befote. 

An 
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An illuminationj' representing a transaction of 
1408, exhibits one person in a ri^;'the hair was 
still short'&nd cufled, and aged peqple generally 
had beards and whiskers ; roand crdwned hats, 
'with tat^ brims tunied up, supplanted the caps 
already described, and striped'doublets were worn; 
fli^rent coloured tnantles or coats> distinguished 
by the copious breadth of sleeves; The gentle- 
men also appeared in close gowns, with arm boles 
opposite the elbows; ihrough these ,the arm 
shewed a tight sleeve; a girdle kept the habit firm 
to the body, and supported the sword. Not long 
after the above date, we find the ladies heiids deco- 
rated with something strongly re^mbling the 
pediment of a portico, the materials of which 
were probably fine linen or silk bound togetho- 
by bands of riband, or perhiq» gold or silver 
cond; from the lower extremities of those, dra- . 
pery edged with embroidery descended' t<i the 
shoulders ; the hair left on the temple was combed 
strait ; this seems to have succeeded a CKscent- 
'shaped head dress, with similar lappets. I need 
not mention the disagreeable effect produced by 
the above fancy, which was a direct contrast to 
the el^ance of the remainder of the drapery, 
composed of vestments reaching from the neck 
t(> the feet, with close sleeves, lai^ cuffs, and 
tied by bows of riband downthe front; the girdle, 
in the instance now described, rested on one hip, 
' and fell loose down the opposite side, secured to 
complete 
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complete the circle by an oroamcat of gvltji «r 9 
jewd, whence a chain depended of some l^gth. 

A mantle, without a ci^Ur, lay flat on the 
shouMen* and fell to the ankka behind, and eves 
on the ground. The oinamenbi iKcompanyin^ 
this graoefol dress were well ima^oed, and war 
visted of necklaces of four rows, and « cro» 99 
tile iM'eaft; a band from two jewels or golden 
braachee coonceted and secured the coantk over 
thebooom: two other bands attached to the vest 
met on the waist* and descending tmnin^ed ia 
taswk. Although 1 have eondemncd the head- 
dress just menticnied, it will appear from one used 
in 1454 ti»t, however fashion ot whim m^ht 
aupenede taste, they did not totally extinguish it. 
In that year, an accurate drawing riiews us a lady 
with a broad embroid««d bandeau across her 
Icw^ead, which, with an elegantly disposed veil, 
fflvtirdy oooeeaU her hair; a string of pearls tiUl 
in a festoaai on the right cheek, and give aveiy 
pleasing ur to the countenance. The same figure 
has a round loose long vest plaited in fimot, widt 
a rich embroidered collar, and dose sleeves to 
die wrists, set thick with buttons oa the outside 
of the arms. Laiige purses were then carried by 
die ladies, ornamented with tassels. 

The gentlemen had aurpoased the softer sex in 
the oddtties of thdr habits in J463, and excited 
the animadveruon of Parliament by die exbcme 
ahortoeas of theu* coats, udiich acbi^y exposed 

the 
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the leat of hononr to the vulgar gaze of thou wtw 
knew not the mcaniDg of Ihe term j their capi or 
lx)nnets ««ie also of fine doth, silk or velvet, and - 
TeBplendent with jewellery ; nor wen their j^ 
meat! lass extraragant, as the reader will rec(^la3t 
« n my repeating the well-known fact of Hemy V. 
•ppening, when a young man, in a mantie of 
Uoe satin, pietxied into holes with silk uid points 
depeiulitig from them. Hiejr wore their hair both 
long and «hort, at the ctngnoe of the party aug- 
^ted ; their doublets were large and loose, and 
tnmmed with fur, and secured by girdles, the 
•laeves peposterous, and they bod no collars. 

Another strange diess for the heads of the ladies 
was made in the exact shape of a heart, and those 
of eaorni08S eizej had a semidrcular opening, as 
if owl ouf of the lower part whkfa admitted the 
head; a border surrounded the face, and passed 
An can : what nateriala theae were competed of 
I csKDot pretend to say ; but the ilhiminatioas of 
As time eiUnbit them in di&rott vivid ooloon: 
oooseqaeotly, the hair ^id not always Ibma pert 
9f Qm ridictttons protuberance. 

About 1470, the hair «f the men was short 
sad cBT^sd ; their caps- fitted the shape «f the 
head, the mutow bn»s were turned up all round, 
jEDd a feather pbced bdiind Ml over the crown; 
liie vest hl4 sleeves, the douUet was cut to per- 
mat the arm to pass thnm^, it was plaited before, 
«nd had dioct skirts, and tlie ec^es were orna- 
mented 
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mented with fiir, with lining of that description ; 
the close connected stockings and breeches or 
^pantaloons maintained their ground quite to the 
•ragn of Queen Elizabeth ; and, indeed, front this 
time till that of Charles I. very little variety is 
obseirable. Henry VII, wore two shirts At his 
coronation I485 j or, to speak more correctly, a 
shirt <^ fine lawn,.and a vest of crinison silk-, with 
ft lat^. opening in -the front; the stockings, t^ 
which we are tt undentand the whole covering of 
.the legs ;)nd thighs, were of crimson sarsn^, and 
laced to his coat with ribands, the latter was furred 
with pure mynnvere, and decorated with fenciiiil 
bows, &e. of ribands, of gold: the htl&t was lined 
with ermine. The mantle was of ciimson satin, 
laced with silk, and adorned with ^ssels ; and to 
this splendid iapparel was added a lar^ crimson' 
satin rose. 

When the successor of Henry VIL proceeded 
from the Tower to Westminster, on tlieday ^ his 
coronation June 1509, the gentlemai who carried 
his cloak and hat are said to have had their dresses 
covered with goldsmith's work dnii embroidery. 
Sir Thomas Brand6n, master of the horse, was 
habited in tissue, embroidered with golden roses; 
as for Henry, his coat was actually embossed with 
gold, and the placardo literally cov«%d with every 
description of precious stones.; the bawdrick on 
his neck with balesseg ; the mantle was of crimson 
velvet, and furred with ermine.. The Queen wore 
along 
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a k)Dg garment of white embrdi<iered satin, anil 
her hair flowed down her back. An excellen* 
idea may be formed.of the dress of the cxiurt of 
Heoiy VIII. from the iamily picture painted by 
Holbein,, and presented by hii present Majesty to 
■ the Society of Ahtiquariee. 

There seems to have been a strong sense of the 
Qeces«ity for propriety in dreSs during this reign. 
Authors of that and later periods wrote severally 
j^inst the practice of confounding the degrees of 
society by the prevalence of general feshions : in 
6ome instiJices, the dress announced the office ci 
the wearer; and the idea was, that it should be 
thus in every case. As an argument much to the 
purpose. Sir Thomas Elyot enquires " what enor 
mity should it now be thought, and a thing to 
laugh at, to see a judge or serjeant at the law in 
a short coat, garded and pounced after the Gal- 
liard fashion, or an apprentice of the law or 
' pleader come to the bar with a Millajrne (Milan) ' 
or French bonnet on his head set full of ai- 
glettes." 

Chamb^layne says in his Anglise Notitiie, that 
one of the national vices was pride tn apparel, in 
which oor ancestors were " extraragantly foolish, 
fuperAuous, aiTd obscene ;" hence the numerous 
statutes made to restrain this passion before the 
Refonaatioa. " An Englishman was wont to be 
picUired nakecti with a pair of taylra's sheers in 
hu hand, a piec^ of cloth under his arm, and 
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«Mwt iuui«ked, iatimatiag, that b« knew not 
«b*t fiuhioa of clothe* to hive." 

'* Pride df hair/ says Dr. Bolton, " wis pa- 
toithed at Gnt With an ugly entanglemrat, somft' 
tim6 in the form of a great snake, stiinadme of 
many little ones, full of nastiness, vermin, and 
noisome smell i and that which is ffl68t to be ad- 
mired, and a^ never uw before, pricked with a 
needle, they yielded bloody dropit This 6r8t 
b^;an in Poland, aftrw ardi entered into (Ser- 
jBany; and all tJut then cut off* this horrible 
naky haif, «ther lost th eir eyes, or the humour 
blling down upon other parts, tortured them ex- 
tremely." " M^hinks," saith our author, " our 
monstrous fashionists^ males and females — the 
tme for nourishing theii horrid bushes of vanity* 
the other for cutting their hair, ^ould fear and 
tremble." 

Soon after Hemy VIII. came to the throne, the 
doublet was worn with many slubes and eutt^ 
and the waistband, coming but little below dw 
armpits, was guarded by eight long skirts; Hm 
breeches were made, a« usiul before, in the 
manner of pantaloons, aad da^ed to the donUet ; 
theamfrie fronts of those »u{^ied the place of 
pockets, and had two wti^ whicli were seewed 
on each hip bf points : faEiween this front and 
die shirt, linen bags were suspended; and in 
iboae every ardde was conveyed, except the glovei 
wfakb were bung to die ^rdlei tfart alito sti^pr^ 
a pouch 
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a poucfa for money, secured by a ring, and even 
a lock of iron : a cloak completed the dress. 

The print of Latimer preaching at Westmin- 
ster before Edward VI. and his conrtiers gives an 
ample illustration of the various liabitA worn in 
his time, that of Queen Maty, and indeed of Eli- 
zabeth, as very trifling alterations occurred in the 
feshions during the years that Monarch and th* 
Queens his sisters sat on the throne of Enghnd- 
Some idea of the dresses of the publick at large 
may be collected in the ensuii^ extract from Lati- 
mer's last sermon preached before Edward VI. ill 
the year 1550. Speaking of the ladies, he says 
" They must wear French hoods, and I e^nnot 
tell you, I, what to call it. And when they make 
tilem ready, and come to the covering of their 
head, they will call and say, ' Give me my French 
hood, and give me my bonnet, or my cap,' sskI 
«© forth." The terms French hood and homtet 
were displeasing to the worthy Latimer; and he 
declared his wish, that the females would name 
^e (SaVering^ of their heads from' the Scripture. 
■^ But, now. Here is a vengeance devil : we mvA 
liavt our power (the name he selected in plM* 
©f bonnet) from Turl^ of velvet. Far fette, dsM 
thiught; and when it cometh, it is a false sign. 
1 had rather have a true English sign than a sig^ 
jfroin Turkey. It is a false sign when it covereth- 
Sot their heads as it should do. For if they would 
l^ji it ilDd«r the power as they ooght to <to, 
there 



1 



|.l,zedbyG00g[c 



304 

Ahere should not any such tussocks nor tofts be 
aeen as there be, nor such laying out of the hair, 
Bor iHaidiDg to have it ope^." The fashions 
were, it seems, displeasing to some husbands and 
lathers, who prevailed upon thg prelate to censure 
their wives and daughters, and endeavour to make 
them less attentive to the exhibition of their per- 
sons in extravagant modes of dress. " I could da 
little in tliat matter," added the Bishop. 

Fox gives us a curious account of the dtesB of* 
' Bishop Latimer when h attended the commis- 
sioners appointed by Queen Mary at his last ex- 
amination. His appearance on this most serious 
occasion has been justly attributed to humili^ ; 
tut that virtue might surely have associated with 
neatness, and could not certainly drive any addi- 
tional merit from old garments. " He bowed his 
knee down to the ground, holding his hat in his 
hand» having a handkerchief on his head, and up- 
on it a nightcap or two, and a great cap (such aa 
the townsmen use), with broad flaps to buttcm 
under the chin, wearing an old Bristol frize 
threadbare gown, girded about his body with a 
penny leather girdle ; at which hanged, by a long 
string or leather, his Testamjnt, and his spectacles 
without case, depending about his neck upon his 
breast." 

When Mary Queen of Scotland was led to thr> 

scaffold, she was habited thus : Her head dress 

was of lawn^ e<%ed with bone lace ^ a veil of the 

■ ' ■ " " sam<f. 
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aamfe material, arid edged in the same mannei* 
flowed from the caul, bowed oat with wire ; her 
gown was of printed black satin, with a train 
and long sleeves, and had acorn-shaped jet but- 
tons, with a trimming of pearls ; part of the 
sleeves were open, and beneath apj)eared others of 
purple velvet ; her kirtfe whole, of figured black 
«atin; her petticoat arid upper bodice of crimson 
satin, unlaced in the back, and the skirts of crim- 
son velvet! her shoes Spanish leather, the inside 
outward ; a pair of green silk garters ; watchet 
silk stocking!, clocked and edged on the top with, 
silver, and under them a pair of white Jersey 
hose. She wore a chain of pomander, and an 
Agnus Dei round her neck, and beads at her 
girdle, with a golden cross at the extremity of 
them. 

The author of * Navis Stultifera ' affords a 
sketch of fashion in the following lines i 

" Come near, disguised fools, receive your fool's 

hood. 
And ye that in sundry colours are array'd ; 
Ye garded gallants, wasting thus your good, ' 
Come near, with your skirts bordered, and dis- 

play'd. 
In form of surpliee : forsooth rt may be said, 
That of your sort right few shall thrive this 

year; 
Or that yourYathers wear sudi habit in the choir. 
vot. II. X And 
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And ye, gentlewomen, whom this lewd vice dotfe 

blind, 
Laced on the back, your peaks set aloft. 
Come to my ship, forget ye not behind 
Vour saddle on the tail, if you list to sit soft, 
Do on your deck slut, if you purpose to come oft, 
I mean your copin>tanke, and if it will do no good. 
To keep you from the rain, ye shall liave a fijol's 
hood." 
Elizabeth, than whom none of her subjects 
could be more vain and funtastic in her garments 
and ornaments, as will be perceived from the fol- 
lowing sketch of her dress, felt the necessity of 
preventing them from injuring their femilies by 
the richness and expence of their apparel : to ac- 
complish which, she issued repeated sumptuary 
proclamations; and even commanded, that persona 
should be stationed at the most frequented places 
in London to examine the dresses of the passen- 
gers and to ascertain whether the limits she pre- 
scribed were exceeded. ITiis Queen, then, is 
represented in a head dress set with jewels, very 
nearly resembling that called a cushion, worn ft 
few years past ; a ruff richly laced, and laid in 
plaits, divei^ing as if from a centre back of her 
ds on each side of her face, of consi- 
adth, and the extremities lay on her 
im those, two wings, probably of lawn, 
a border of jewels, and stiffened with 
n two semicircular swee^ as high as. 
the 
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the top of the cusfiion, and, turning dowH to tlie 
ears, form the general shape of a heart, with the 
ftice anet i^ff set in the midst; a short, clumayj 
and ill-ContriTed cloak, covered with embroidery 
and jert-ets, hides all the body of her gown, bat 
shews small cufis, riifis on her wrists, and a very 
pretty ornament of lace above the former; the 
strait and formal stomacher leaves great part of her 
bosopi exposed, and in recompencie for want of 
length in that direction makes an enontious long 
Waist on ihe opposite; it is covered with jewfeb 
and embossed gold, and she wears a beautiful 
necklace, but an extremely uncouth velvet lower 
garmentj not to be called in this instance a petti- 
coat. 

■ The Ironmongers Comjttny contributed fcaty- 
six persons towards forming the Lord Mayor's 
procession in igSS, who were habited in satia 
Cassocks and gowns, richly ftirred, and wore crim- 
son satin hoods. At nearly the' same cera, Mrs» 
Dane, a very charitable lady, is represented in a 
painting, with a close black cap, rufl, and rote 
of crimson. 

Masks and visot^ made of velvet, with glasses 
for the eyes, were used at the dose of the reign 
of Elizabeth, and held on the itice -by a bead 
attached to the inner part, and put into the . 
mouth of the weater-j and the gentlemen cross- 
gartered to the knees. 

James 1., contrary to the custom of many 
X ;2 monarchs. 
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monarchs, never gave his subjects one fashion in 
. dress ; he wore his clothes larger than usual for 
ease, and his doublets were quilted so as to resist 
the point of a dagger ; his breeches were plaited, 
aiid stuffed to the fiiltest extent ; he was once . 
greatly oftended by a hat having been brought to 
him made in the Spanish taste, which he threw 
away, exclaiming, he liked neither them nor their 
fashions ; and at another time, he enquired of 
his attendants :whether they wished to exhibit 
him as a ruff-footed dove, because his shoes were 
decorated with silk roses : " one six-penny riband 
served that turn," says an author of his character. 
When the Princess Elizabeth hisdaughter went 
to the altar with the Electoral Prince Palatine in 
the year 1612, she was habited in white vest- 
ments : her hair descended at tuH length down 
her back, and she wore a diadem of pure gold, set 
with rich jewels. The author from whom ibis 
information was derived declares that he saw one 
of the suits intended for the Lords sent as am- 
bassadors to the court of France to obtain the 
Duchess for Prince Charles s the cloak and hose 
of which " were made of fine white beaver, richly 
embroidered with silver and gold, particularly the 
cloak within atul without, nearly to the cape ; the 
doublet was cloth of gold, embroidered so thick 
that it could not be discerned ; and a white bea- 
ver hat suitable, full ofembroideryboth above and 
below." 

Bishop 
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'Bishop Hall said much against the luxurious 
dresses then in fashion in i sermon preached dur- 
ing this reign. He called upon his hearers to 
" imagine one of our forefathers were alive again, 
and should see one of those his gay daughters 
walkin Cheapside before him, what do you think 
he would think it were? Here is iiothiug to be 
seen but a verdingale, a yellow ruff, and a^ perri- 
wig, with perhaps some feathers waving in the 
top; three things for which he could not tell 
, how to find a name. Sure he could not but stand 
amazed to think what new creature the times had 
yielded since he lived ; and then if he should run 
before her, to see if by the foresight he might guess 
what it were, when his eyes should meet with a 
powdered frizzle, a painted hide, shadowed with 
a fan not more painted, breasts displayed, and a 
loose lock swing wantonly over her shoulders be- 
twixt a painted cloth and skin, hoiv would he 
more bless himself to think what mixture in na- 
ture could be guilty of such a monster." 

The loose lock noticed by the preacher was the 
love-lock. Prynne mentions a nobleman who was 
dangerously ill, and terrified at the immediate 
prospect of death, as declaring publickly after his 
recovery his detestation of his " effeminate fan<- 
tastic love-lock, which he then sensibly perceived 
to be but a cord of vanity, by which he had given 
the devil hold fast to lead him captive at his plea- 
sure, and who would never Fesigi) his prey as' 

long 
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long as he nourished this unlovely buih/ Ut 
.therefore commanded his barber to cut it off*. 

A moral and pleasing work, pubhshed anony- 
mously in l6S0, entituled, " Horm Subsecivee, 
observations and discourses," casually notices the 
following peculiarities in fashion: ** 1 esteem it 
9 great yexatipn," says the avthor, " to aee one 
ifiect a gravi^' in behaviour, as he will look upoa 
you with the stayedness of a statue, and observe 
tt set distance between i very word, like tl»e images 
that strike the clock at every quartt:fr ; and some 
again, with inore gebticulation than an ape, to seen) 
to dance aboi^t you ; some will carry their heads 
as if they used a bridle, and wme so loosely as if 
they needed one ; some would rather be lame of 
. a hand thap not seem so, that they may wear a 
sctfrf ; or of a I^ than lose the grace of carrying 
a French stick." 

" Tell," says Ward of Ipswich, in liis BaI'm 
from Gilead to recover Conscience, l6'i7, " to the 
fashion-mongers, botl^ the statelier Fort, and the 
Ught-headtd yeUow-bandcd fools; tell tlie one, 
that the richest lining and inside is a good con-> 
science ; and for the pthpr, if thou V'ilt vouchsafe, 
tell them thj^t plain apparel and a ^ooA conspience 
wiU do them more honour than ail the^e ftpe's toys." 

John Bulwer Chirosoi-her, author of '* Anthro- 

pometaraofphpsis, or Man transfor^td,*' vihich 

was published in I650, gives us piany particulars 

(^ dress from 1650 to that period^ and mentions 

jessamin^ 
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jeBBamine butter as a £ivourite ointment for the 
hair. After descrilnpg the Strang ideas (^ some 
remote padone on this subject, he exc)aiai3> 
*' Here's glorious cosmetics for our tender gallants, 
which would prove as pitasing to their postericall 
mistresses as the sweet atoms which make such ti 
cirqne of oJyiii]nc dust open their hoary shoul- 
ders ; and to make a little bold with the hand- 
some expretsion of a gentleman, who, as I under- 
itand, could have been contentmy book, by com- 
ing a little sooner to his hands, had afforded him 
the same o|^ortunity. Our gallants' witty noddles 
are p»t into such a pure witty trim, the dislocft'- 
tions of eveiy hair so exactly set, the whole bush 
so curiously candied, and (what is most prodi- 
gious) the natural jet of some of them so exalted 
into a perfect axure, that their familiar friends 
have much to do to own their faces ; for by their 
powdered heads yoa would take them to be meal- 
men." This quotation is sufficient proof of the 
then attachment to hair powder ; which Dr. B. 
endeavoured to counteract by many just observa- 
tions conveyed in a quaintness of expression that 
must raise a smile of acquiescence. Speaking of 
-the pores, and their obstructed evaporations, he 
adds, ♦* Those sewers being blocked and choaked 
up with that hot artilicial dust, conglomerated 
into dirt by the furious acting of their fiery brains, 
may in time dissolve in distillations, and (if not 
phfuspafe tlieir inrentioos, when they have a dis- 
positioit 
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position to court their mistresses with some rare 
piece of poesy) find a passage to their lungs, and 
cacexicate their pretty corpusculums, if not in 
time make way for a consumption." Curling the 
hair witli hot irons, and " frizzling" of it after- 
wards ; an " artificial affectation, in imitation of 
a nabiral bush of hair," we derived from the 
Romans ; and it was customary with the £nglish> 
' during part of the Interregnum, for males and 
'females to wear the hair almost as low as the eye- 
brows. 

The allurements of the youthful female are as 
severely handled by Burton as the deceptions of 
those they attract : " Why," he enquires, " do 
they decorate themselves with artificial flowers, 
the various colours of herbs, needle works of 
exquisite skill, quaint devices, and perfume .their 
persons, wear inestimable riches in precious 
stones, crown themselves with gold and silver, use 
coronets and tires of several feshions; deck them- 
selves with pendants, bracelets, ear-rings, chains, 
girdles, rings, pins, spangles, embroideries, sha- 
dows, rebatoes, versicolor ribands ? Why do they 
make such glorious shews with their scarfs, fea- 
thers, fans, masks, furs, laces, tiffanies, mfis, falls, 
calls, cuffs, damasks, velvets, tinsels, cloth of gold, 
silver tissue ? Such setting up with corks, strait- 
ening with whalebones ; why, it is but as a day- 
net catcheth larks, to make young ones stoop unto 
them. And when they are disappointed, they 
4issolve 
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dissolve into tears, which they wipe away like 
sweat ; weep with one eye, laugh with the other; 
or as children, weep and cry they can both t(^;a- 
ther : and as much pity is to be taken of a woman 
weeping as of a goose going barefoot." 

The sugar-loaf hats, which had a very narrow 
brim, and rose into a cone, were most absurd and 
useless. An author who ridiculed tbeoi at the 
time they were in fashion declared, that every puff 
of wind deprived the owners of their services, or 
compelled them to hold them on. The rufis fell 
under the severe censure of Bulwer, who observed, 
. *' It is hard to derive tlie abominable pedigree of 
cobweb lawn, yellow starched ruffs, which so much 
disfigured our nation, and render them so ridicu- 
lous and fantastical; but it is well known that 
fashion died at the gallows with her who was the 
supposed inventrix of it." The person thus allud- 
ed to was Mrs. Turner, the widow of a physician, 
banged for assisting in the poisoning of Sir Tho- 
mas Overbury. The yellow starch used for these 
ruffs was introduced by this infamous woman from 
France, The circumstance of her making her 
exit in one of them soon terminated the iashion 
which had prevailed in the time of James I. 

" When," adds the ' Artificial Changeling,' " we 
wore short-waisted doublets, and but a little lower 
^an our breasts, we would maintain by militant 
reasons, that the waist was in its right place as 
Nature intended it ; but when after, as lately, we 
pame 
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came to wear them so long waisted, yea, almost as 
low as our hips, then began we to condemn the 
former fashion b8 fond, intolerable, and defonned, 
and to commend the latter as comely, handsome^ 

and commendable. A kind of madness or sdf- 
fond humour that giddieth (as one sayeth) our 
Understandings so new-fangled and sudden, that 
ftll the taylors in the world cannot invent novel- 
ties sufficient; one self-same judgement, in the 
space of fifteen or twenty years, admitting not 
cmly two or three difierent, but also clean contrary 
opinions, with so light and incredible constancy, 
that any man would wonder at it. "nie waist (aa 
one notes) is now come to the knee; for 1^ 
points that were used to be about the middle are 
(low dangling there, and now more lately (I650) 
the waist is descended down towards the ankles." 
The same writer says he remembered when 
** bombasted paned hose" were worn ; but at the 
period he wrote, the hose were made so close to 
the breeches that '* they too manifestly discover 
the dimensions of every part." " At the time," 
he continues, " when the fashion came up of 
wearing trunk hose, some young men used so to 
stuff them with rags and other like things, that 
you might find some that used such inventions 
»od them in compass with as great eager- 
the women did take pleasure to wear great 
ately verdingales; for this was the same 
:ion, being a kind of verdingale breeches." 
Two 
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Tvo ridiculous stones are told of this iashion '— 
■«oe that a youth so dressed and distended with 
bran, in conv«f8ation with ladies, tore his sack 
with a nail, and the Iwtin escaped ; the other took 
j^ace ** when the law was in force against wear- 
ing bays ttuffed in their kreeckes,*' and described 
a person before a court of justice who, being 
chained by the judges with being habited coni 
trary to the statute, convinced them that his 
stuffing did not consist of the prohibited article ; 
but a pair of sheets, two table cloths, ten napkins, 
four shirts, a bnish, a glass, a comb, night caps, 
&c. &c. These inyentions serve to prove how 
Very absurd this kind of dress must have been, 
and that the breeches were really tilled 4t the pleai 
pure of the wearer. 

** Our late great rerdingales seem to have pK>7 
ceed'M from the same foolish aflfectation which 
the Chiribichensian virgins and women of Cathaj 
have at this day, " whose ambition was to possess 
thick legs near their hips ;" " and that this hip- 
gallantry ordinarily moves such apprehensions in 
others," Dr. Bulwer illustrates by mentioning, 
that when Sir Peter Wyche was ambassador from 
James I. to the Grand Seignior at Constantinople, 
the Sultaness' expressed a wish to see his lady, 
who went in great state, buried in the verdingale, 
to wait upon her, " 'fhe Sul^ness entertained 
lier respectfiiUy ; but withal wondering at her 
ereat and spacious hips, she asked her, whether 



.:k« Google 



316 

al} English women were so made atid shaped 
about those parts; to which my lady Wych an- 
swered, that they were made as other women 
were, withal shewing the fallacy of her apparel ia 
the device of the verdingale ; ontil which demon- 
stration was made, the Sultaness verily believed 
it had been her natural and real shape." 

" A iashion which we of late have generally 
taken up, to wear our forked shoes almost as long 
again as our feet, not a little to the hindrance rf 
the action of the foot ; and not only so, but they 
prove an impediment to reverential devotions: 
for, as ne notes, ' our boots and shoes are so 
long snouted, that we can hardly kneel in God's 
house'." 

The breasts were much exposed by the fkshion* 
ables, and their shoulders were equally bare. 
Much was urged against this custom, both fcnr 
its indecency, and the danger it caused to the 
health. Bulwer, indeed, asserts, that he knew a 
lady who lost the use of her hands and arms 
*' through a refrigeration of the original of the 
nerves, which from the neck send those nerves to 
the hands, which enable them with motion, to 
which mischief some mercurial dealbation (which 
this fashion usually requires) might perhaps.conT 
tribute." The exposure of this part of the person 
formed a complete contrast to the fashion of the 
age immediately preceding, when every avenue to 
the neck was doubly secured. 

In 
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; ■ la the reign of Queen Mary, square toes were 
worn to a most extravagant breadth, which pro- 
duced a proclamation limiting them to six inches. 
An author wlio wrote in the Interregnum reminds 
his reader of an opposite excess, " when sharp 
piquant toes were in request." After making a 
ridiculous comparison between the expanded toes 
of the shoe, and the spreading of the foot of a 
bear, Dr. Bulwer proceedsj " Like the overpaired, 
uneasy, and gig-hke heels of our ill set-up gallants, 
which puts them into so tottering a condition, 
that, when they have spun a while in the streets, 
usually come hobbling down, and in this feshion 
are emblematically presented to be unstable in all 
■their ways." " What a prodigious affectation is 
that of Choppanes, wherein our ladies imitate 
the Venetian and Persian ladies 1" 

Mr. Douce notices Bulwer's exclamation on 
this subject, in his " illustrations of Shakspeare,*. 
and has given a prim of a real ^'^enetian Choppine, 
which, 1 am inclined to thinkj was not exactly 
copied in those used by our fashionable dames, or 
Bulwer would have said rather more in condem- 
nation of these abominable and ridiculous stilts. 

The portrait prefixed to Dr. Bulwer's work, 
engraved by Faithorne, represents him with whis- 
kers and a pointed beard ; and, although he says 
jnuch against artificial means employed to im- 
prove the exterior of the person, he seems to 
have had sqm* little attention shown to each of 
those 
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tltMe appendages of fhe free ; nntfaer doth \ni 
Itttr, BweUed into large protubenuioes ovei^ the 
ears, appear to have eeeaped the Curling iron and 
** friialing.'' Thus surrounded with hair, it is 
not sui^sing that we fiod him loud in his praises 
of beardi and whiskers^ and remarking, "that 
ahaving the cbia is justly to be acoonnted a naU 
ttf efi^inacy, and exclaiming, what gi>eater evi-* 
dmce can be given of e^minocy than to be trans- 
formed into the appearance of a womati, and to be 
teen with a smooth skin like a woman? — a shame^ 
fal metamorphosis!'* " With a razor then to g4 
K> deep as to leave no impression of hair upon th« 
ikin, as if we would with the same iron invade 
^e roots, but that we fear wounds and detorming 
acars of the skin, is to turn rebel." *' So we against 
the edicts of God, the otacles of the ft^phets, the 
|dacits of councils, and the juc^ient of learned 
men, hold iast the foolish custom of having, and 
trill sooner forbid ourselves fire and water than 
execute commands contrary to our custom ; like: 
wicked outlaws despising the folmiaations of di- 
vine anger." 

Having thus established the claims of the hair* 
of the face to their stations, he very properly 
wished, that Nature should be permitted to ope- 
rate her own changes in their colours; but hen! 
again restless and dissatisfied man — a rebellious 
grey or white hair is ofiensive, and points out t^ 
approaches of age and decrepitude. Art is sum- 
moned 
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moned to her assistance, and the aggrieved d^ect 
theiT beards, deceiving themselves " and every 
body else (if they could), contrary to all truth and 
season; aa'ifany man were ao ignorant, and did 
not know, that there ate none of these change- 
- able-coloured beards, but at every motion of tha 
sun, and every cast of the eye, they present a dif- 
ferent colour* and never a one perfect ; much like 
unto those in the necks of your doves and pigeons: 
for, in every hair of those old coxcombs, you shall 
meet with three divers and sundry colours — white 
at the roots, yellow in the middle, and black at 
the point, like unto one of your parrot's feathers.** 
It may be observed in this place, that every ^ort 
ti> sa^« the beard and whiskers 'from the razor 
failed, and a very short period presented every 
class of £nghshmen in Dr. Bulwer's state of effe- 
minacy, whence they have not yet emerged. 

We are, next introduced to the toilets of tJw 
ladies, where our good Cbirosopher finds much to 
censure; but let him speak for himself, "Our 
English ladies, whp seem to have borrowed 80.-ne- 
of their cosoietical conceits from barbarous na- 
tions, are seldom known to be contented with a 
fiice of God's making ; for they are either addinjic, 
detracting, or altering continually, having many 
fucusses in readiness for the same purpose. Some-, 
times they tbiifk they have too much colour, then 
they use art to make them look pale and fair; now 
they have too little colour, then Spanish paper, 

red ', 
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led leather, or other cosmetical nibricks, tnhtt be 
had. Yet, for all this, it may be, the skins of 
their faces do not please them, off they go with 
mercury water, and so they remain, like peeled 
ewes, until their faces have recoTered a new epi- 
dermis. Our ladies have lately entertained a vain 
custom of spotting their faces, out of an affecta-' 
tioD of a mole to set off their beauty, such as 
jVenus had, and it is well if one black patch will 
serve to make their faces remarkable ; for some 
fill their visages full of them, varied into all man- 
ner of shapes and figures." This asierttoa is illus- 
trated by the writer, in an engraving where two 
crescents adorn the cheeks, a star the lower part: 
of the face, a lozenge the chin, and a coa<^ and 
four the forehead of a lady. 

Ladies, we well know, have always enjoyed 
the privil^;e of endeavouring to adorn their per- 
sons in any manner whim or chance may direct; 
therefore the strictures of the Doctor, though they " 
inform us of many Voi^otten fancies, may -be con- 
sidered as rather severe than necessary ; but the 
information contained in the following paragraphs 
leads us to reflect with pleasure, that, though 
painting and patching the faces of ladies is not 
quite discontinued, we have no male imitatars in 
. our time. The author observes, that many sensi- 
ble women rejected the custom, and had an^oppca*- 
tunity of thus separating themselves from females 
who thought amendment neceosaty. 

"And 
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" And the like sober use may^ the discreetft 
Sort of ladies, who are not guilty of this spotting 
Vanity, make use of, when they behold the like 
|»rodigioU3 a&ctation in the faces of effeminate 
gallants; A bat-e-headed sect of anloroUs idola- 
ters, who of late have begun to vye patches and 
beauty spots, nay painting, with the most tendef 
and fentastical ladies, and to return by art their 
queasy pain uponwomen, to the great reproach of 
nature, and high dishonour and abasement of the 
glory of man's perfection. Painting is bad both 
in a foul and fair woman, but Worst of all in a 
man ; for, if it he the received opinion of some 
physicians, that the Using of complexion, and such 
like slibber slabbers, is a weakness and infirmity in 
itself, who can say whether such men as use them 
be sound or no? It being a great dishonesty, 
and unseeihly sight, to see a man painted, who 
perchance had a reasonable good natural com- 
plexion of his own, that, when he hath by nature 
those colours proper to Him, he should besoot his 
face with the same paintings, or make such slight 
reckoning of those feir pledges of Nature's good- 
ness, and embrace such counterfeit stuff, to the 
ill example of others; so that.his face, which, he 
thinks, doth so commend him, should be made 
of ointments, greasy ingredients, and slabber 
sauoes, or done by certain powders, ox-galls, lees, 
latherings, and other such sluttish and beastly 
confections." " But as for paintings, it is no 

VOL. ir. Y marveJ 



.:k« Google 



322 

marvel if the ladies of oar time do paint them-' 
selves; for ofa long time, and in many places, that 
trade hath had banning. This generation of 
daubers having ever sought quarrels with Nature^ 
and forced Art, her false servant, into balance with 
her^ setting more by their false hce than they do 
by their true; so tliat these face-makers seem 
to be out of love with themaclves, and to hate 
their natural lace." 

Infatuated by the idea of being considered 
slender and genteel, the young ladies of 169O 
used every means to compress their chests and 
persons. . To accomplish this pernicious purpose, 
high-bodied stays, extending h-om the hips above 
the breasts, were worn and laced almost to burst- 
ing ; *' by which deadly artifice," says Bulwer, 
*' they reduce their breasts into such straights, 
that they soon purchase a stinking breath ; and, 
while they ignorantly affect an august or narrow 
breast, .»nd to that end by strong compulsion shut 
up their waists in a whale-bone prison, they open • 
a door to consumption and a withering rotten- 
Bess." 

Mr. Reeve attacked t\ie publick aboyt 1657 for 
their extravagance in dress, in his " Plea for Nine-* 
veh." The substance of his arguments are directed 
to the feelings of the people, and are calculated to 
excite repentance and a cliange in their habits: 
an extract would therefore appear connepted with 
matter foreign to the nature of this work, were it 
given 
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givett entirely in his own Words ; tut the sub^ 
stance, illustrated by qudtittloDS, will not be liable 
to the same objeotioo; He asks. Why, if the 
King of Ninevdi lays aside his robe, they put it 
on ? and why they cover themselves with silksj 
Sattins, 'and cloth of silver and goU, when be 
wears sackcloth ? " O spruce penitents T' he ex- 
claims, " what tru6 penitent was ever too busy 
with the mercer's shop, or minded too much the 
feather-maker and perfumer ? Powders, spangles, 
cuts, jags, frizzles, crispings, purple tmd crimson, 
are fitter for swattriitters and ruffians than for true 
penitents." Proceeding, he enquires, " Are liiese 
splendid blades and nitid sparks fit to defend a 
nation F Yes, with their coreIeta> but not their 
consciences ; their rapiers, but not their repent- 
ance." " Oh 1 our patched faces," he adds, " arc 
enough to make us monsters in God's eyes, our 
long tails to sweep alt blesungs out of the nation> 
our powdered hair to fetch God's razor to shave 
these besmeared locks ; and if a man should 
search the wardrobes, cabinets, complexion bottles, 
a man would wonder that the flying book of 
curses had not already lighted upon this exotic 
island I" 

" Oh the monstrous pride and prodigious brave- 
ry of these days ! Pliny doth report that the first 
dyeing of flax began in Alexandria. Sabellicus 
writeth, that, the titans first wrought cloth of 
gold, and that the Babylonians first invented ^n- 
V 3 broideries; ^ 
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broideries ; but whosoever were the 6nt invctnt- 
ors of these things, their iaveotions have proved 
so fruitful thjit nothing will please us but costly 
dyes, curious textures, and all the artificial drafts 
of the needle: our garments, so costly that puipfe, 
which was wont to be bought at the equal weight 
of silver, and very seldom came upon the backs 
of any but princes, is now of Uttle esteem amoagst 
ns. Lewis, Emperor of Germany, by solemn 
proclamation, forbade, all forc^n af^Kirel ; but he 
had been no Emperor for us, for there is nothing 
will please these times but that which is out- 
landish. 

" We are so mudi addicted to strange apparel, 
that there is scarce any thing that is English seen 
aboat us : as it was said of the courtiers of Andro- 
racus the younger, that in respect of their hateful 
di^nises in apparel, they seemed no longer to be 
Grecians, but a medley of Latins, Mysians, Tori- 
ballians, Syrians, and Phoenicians j so we have 
brought all nations into the wardrobe,, or to act 
upon the garment stage. The Kings of Egypt 
were wont to give unto their Queeiw tlie tribute 
of the city Antilla to buy -them girdles ; and how 
much girdles, gorgets, wimples, cauls, ciisping 
pins, veils, rails, frontlets, bonnets, bi'acelets, 
necklaces, slops, slippers, round-tires, sweet-balls, 
rings, ear-rings, mufflers (a cloth tied from the 
neck across the chin and mouth), glasses, hoods, 
lawn, musks, civets, rose-powders, gessamy-but- 
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ter, complextoh'waters, do coat in ourdays, many d 
Mghing luuband doth know by tlte yeir's account. 

" What ado is then to spruce up many a wo* 
num eidier for streets or market, bankets or tern' 
j^ea! She is not fit to be seen unless she doth 
appear half naked, unless she bath' ber distin- 
guishing patches upon ber ; she goeth not abroad 
till ehe be feathered like^ a popinjay, and doth 
shine like alabaster; it is an hard tiling to draw 
her out of bed, and an hardier thing to draw her 
from the lodcing-glass ; it is the great work of the 
family to dress her, mudi chafing and fuming 
there is before she can be thoroughly tired ; her 
itpuDgings and perfumings, lacings and lickings, 
clippings and atrippiBgi, dentifHcinga and dawb» 
ings, the setting of erery hair methodically, and 
the placing every beauty-spot topically, are so 
tedious, that it is a wonder that the mistress call 
sit, or the waiting-maid atand, till all the scenes 
of this &ntastie coniedy be at^ed through. Oh, 
these birds of Paradise are bought at a dear rate! 
the keeping of these laniierets is very charge- 
able! . . 

** The wife oftenUmeis doth wear more goW 
upon her bach, than the husband hath in' his 
purse, and hath. mcvejewds about herneck than 
the annual rerenne doth amomit to; and this is 
the she-pride. And: doth not the he-pride equal 
it?' Yes, the man now is become as feminine as 
the woman. Hen most hove their half shirts iiid 

half 



3.n.iized by Google 



half arms, a dozen casements above, and twt^ 
wide luke-hoines below ; some walk as it were in 
their waistcoat, and others a man woald think in 
their petticoats; they most have narrow waista 
and narrow bands, large ouflb upon their wrists,, 
and larger upon their shin-bones ; their boots 
must be crimped, and time koees guarded ; a man 
would conceive fhem to be apes by their coats, 
soap-men by their iaces, meal-men by th^s 
shoulders, b^rs or dogs by their frizzled bur ; — r 
and this is my trim man. And oh that I could 
end here ! But pride doth go a lai^er circuit, it~ 
has travelled amongst the commons ; every yeor 
man in this age must be attired )ike a gentleman 
of the first head, every derk must be as brave 
as the JQstice, every ^prentice match his master 
in gallantry, the waiting-gentlewom^ii doth vie 
foshions with her lady, and the kitchen-maid doth 
look' like some squipe^s daughter by her habit; the 
handicraftsmen are in theif (wlours, said thrar 
wives in rich silke." 

An anonymous writer, who. exposed niany of 
the arts of wheedling, as they were practised in the 
reign of Charies II., ac<itdentally confirms my as- 
sertion, that pantaloons, so raudi woyn at preseift^ 
are by no means a new invention! the passage 
follows vhich contains ihe- information: ''He 
thinks it tlie rankest hereby in the whole fvorld to 
believe any man can be wise or noble diat is in 
plaii} cloUnes ; 91^ therefore looks down vilb cour 
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tempt on every body whose wig is not flaxen, 
and calls the whole tribe of Levi dull fellows, be- 
cause they go in black, and wear little collar-bands 
instead of rich-laced cravats, and wonder that 
people riiould be so foolish as to believe they can 
speak sense without wearing pantaloons.^' 

The extravagance of the poblick in wigs after 
the above date, and till the middle of the next 
centuiy, was 8tranf;e indeed : the satirists of the 
day, who were unable or unwilling to keep |)ace 
with Ihe fashionables, rung repeated peals in 
their ears; whii^ indeed were almost impene- 
trable to sonnds through the mass of curls eur- 
nmnding them — curls collected from every cjuar? 
ter of the kingdom, and every description of per- 
son. The voice of God against pride in dress and 
apfMuel said truly, " Forty or fourscore pounds a 
year for perriwigs, and ten to a poor chaplain to 
say grace to him that adores hair, is sufficient 
demonstration of the weakness of the brains they 
keep warm. And let me take the boldness, to 
manifest a few of the ill conBcquences of this ido- 
latry. First, with die woman'^s hair we have put 
on her art of Ae chamber and the dressing-room, 
tricking up ourselves into as delicate starched-up 
posture as she. Some of us have got the bod- 
dice on to make its look dender and pretty ; and 
the epicene sleeves do very well fit both the he 
and the she i tlie sleeve strings are tyed with the 
Wfai Qiiiioeity, and the vf^t de chamhf^ th^t can- 
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not knit the knot d-la-mode is kici;9d ^vay av 4 
bungler in his trade 4nd profesikm." 

" The ladies point dr^wn togett^er selves well 
for a cravat, with a grace, while the poor coliar^ 
(to mal(e way for a naked neck top) that was us^ 
when we were boys to chucy® ue undor the chin, 
9nd bid us look up to H^veq, Uke Severus's 
tutor, is put to deatli for breeding us up too civjl, 
The riband at the hitt of our sword is security 
against his being drawn, while we fix it t,here (as 
Cupid's knights) with no other design t>ut to help 
to wound the hearts of the ladies.." — ^The fiwKtiou^ 
author of this little work si^ppo^es the situation of 
a field of battle strewed with wigs^ as well as the 
bodies of the slain ; and l>e suggests tp the Hing, 
lie ought to have been piQre ¥J(i\pperated with tbti 
perukes sportiiig on tllc breasts of bj^ vfafi^iori 
than with tha^ wig whw;h. whiffled i^to. t^ie eye« 
of a preacher and interrupted t^e, <^coi*Me »d' 
dressed to Uint, ■, r . 

" Wei[e the descendants of the ster^-p^qts of 
Englfindj" be further pl^eq^es, " to ej^gxi^ tbeif 
portraits, they wonld h^ye discoyerf^.t^^t^ir 
ears did not require the soft covefii^ o£ ^ elU 
wig;. 1'p look no farther back tl^n ^M*ff J^WK* 
days (who had face euougi^ ^r two kings, ao^ 
jyiyes enopgU for th):e^.ajad,y^t:haif littjp^^oi^h 
top) we niay.^^ly .col|e9t,«jh^^ws(s> t^-geDekCSl 
^t, fr^jfl an act of.tfae lord Gfon^Hi^ll,: vfhjj, 
jjjeetipg; ». fellow in t^he^id^wfith hiP iwifc* 
pomewhat 
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^rber's fmthwitlrfor the execution of hia scissarst 
who also threatened to lay him by the heels, and 
hitffible -his feet who prided himself so much on 
his heai^." James, a careful prince as to hia 
health, and willing alike to hear the campUints 
of his people atid the cry of a pack of hounds, 
^^pthis ea,x& disencumbered with lock^; and hia 
son 4t)d successor might perhaps have continued 
the foahion he set, had his reign been more Iinp-i 
py. Ttie majority of his subjects, however, de-r 
teratined that they would exceed him, and through 
p^fty or political motives they nearly . shaved 
aw^y alt their hair, and thus obtained the tenn 
of RoundhoKls -r^ a term wJiich is still farther and 
letter explained in Mn. Hutchiosons Memoirs 
pf her husband, in these words ; 

** When Puritanism grew into a faction, the 
^alots distinguished themselves, both metv and 
ivoniieQ, by several aflectation* of hahit,. looks, 
-^nd words, which, had it b«en a real [dedeoaiva 
pi vafiity and embracing of sobriety in all those 
things, had been most commendable in them; 
jbut their quick forsaking of those things, when 
ttfey w«ie vrhiBre they vranld be, sbewed, that they 
ipijAier n^er took tb<»n tip. loir consci^ice, or weix 
(Wcuptedc by tbeir prwp^rity to take up those vain 
^iin^ ti)ey.diu-st. not practice under persecutiom 
Ani()iag cither vfect^d. habits, few of tbe Puritans^ 
whM degree soassac tliey were of, wore thdr hair 
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long enough to cover their ears; and the mini-- 
sters and many others cut it close round their 
heads, with so many little peaks, as was some- 
thing ridiculous to behold ; whereupon 'Cleave- 
land, in his Hue and Cry after, them, beglas — 

* With hair in characters, and lugs in tejct'," &c. 

From this custom of wearing their hairs, that 
name of Roundhead became the scornful term 
given to the whole Parliament party ; whose 
army, indeed, marched out so, but as if they had 
been sent out only till their hair was grown : two 
or three years after, any stranger that had seen 
them would have enquired the reason of that 
name. It was very ill applied to Mr. Hutchin- 
son, who, having naturally a very fine thick sett 
head of hair, kept it clean and handsome; so that 
it was a great ornament to him, although the 
godly oi those days, wheii he embraced their 
party, would not allow him to be religious, be- 
cause bU hair was not in their cut, ** nor his 
words in their phrase/ 

The Royali&te, or Cavaliers, exasperated with 
their opponents, went, as aAiave related, into the 
opposite extreme, .and wore their hair as long as 
Nature would permit ; those who had been de- 
nied flowing locks bad recourse to the Fr&nch 
fashion of wearing wigs ; and, at lengtii, each in- 
, dividual, forgetting their antient animosities, en- 
deavoured to exceed his neighboar in the size'of 
his peruke. But as mucli remains to he said <m 

the 
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-llie subject in the next centuty, I shall r^er the 
reader to the second part of this work. 
. Several hints may be gathered from the precede 
ing extracts, rel^ng to the complexion, powder- 
ing the hair, and patching the face, that serve to 
form a conclusion as to the general deaire- of pre- 
serving external attractions sufficient to pas* 
thrdugh the- ordeal of fiffihitm without racuning 
-the ridicnle of the vun and the gay. It might 
have been nipposed, the geotSeman or lady who 
had lost one of their eyes vrere necessarily ex- 
cluded froiit the hope of appearing like the rest 
of the world ; but that this was not the fact, we 
have the testimony of William Boys, the EitgUsk 
operator in glass, who informs the readers of*' the 
True Domestio Intelligence" of Sept. ,26, 1679, 
that they must have known him many years as 
the only person expert in making artificial eyes of 
enamel, coloured after Natuve, in the substance 
which not only fitted the socket with ease to thq 
wearer, bnt turned with all the facility of the 
jeal oi^lBi of vision. ' •' ' 

Advertisements of articles cS dress -stolen fbr- 
niab the most authentic description of. the mate- 
rials composing it we can possibly obtain ; I shall, 
therefore, irom this time insert extracts occasion- 
ally till the work is completed.-^In 1680, % 
Mrs.. HankisBcoi mentions a black cloth seige 
gown, stiff bodied ; a Farandine.- skirt ; a cmpe 
^kirt; lostting petticpats; anotbei of mohair; a 
serge 
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tierg^ aad damask rooming gowns, the latter lined 
with red and white checquered eitk; a. riding 
hood; two large black flowered silk skirts; a 
white nlk petticoat laced ; a numtaa, lined witii 
pink-coloured ailk ; a white nu^air petticoat, 
lae^ ; and a yelbw silk net petticoat, with bone 
lace. 

The aame year an advertisement was published 
respoeting the Iosb of a watch, which the owner 
was informed had been found br a gentleman 
*' that goes in a sad-coloured cloth snit, wirti a 
green shoulder-koot, flgnred with silver, and i4ie 
facings of his coat of green vefvet; he wears a light- 
coloured perriw^, with a grey hat, and a greea 
tafiety riband round it, and a sword knot of the 
same." The above aiad following extracts demon- 
strate that green was the then &vourite colour. 
Thomas Taylor, a hoy, who wandered from his 
home, was described by his friends as wearing " a 
gfcy cloth suit, lined with greeny witiii |^te lHit>- 
tOBs, a green vest, a grey cktth montett'> cap, hnerf 
and edged with green, a green pair of stocbings^ 
and a UoeNneckdoth." 

A young gentleman, guilty of a similar act of 
indi»cretion, aged fifteen yean, vr^» advotbed in 
August. iftSl, who wore *' strak long brownie 
hair, a suU of sad-colouTed dcth, fined with 
ilowered ulk, the ground \mff cokur, with peach 
colour .and gre^i flowers, and a waistcoat of &e 
va^ie silk ; a pair of .sUk stockings^ of the same 
colour 
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coloar of the cloth, and a sad-coloured cloth cap, 
turned up with tables, and laced down the seams 
with gold breed:" soon after, " a light-coloured 
cloth coat, lined with blue sei^, the cape and 
flleeves faced witfi blue shag, gold and silver but* 
tons, and siik, gold, and silver loops, and th« 
cape bound round with broad gold galloon, above 
three inches broad, was left in a coach," and 
directed to be returned to the Master of the 
Bolls in Chancery-lane. Blue plush caps were 
- worn in the Mioie year, and cloth coats, lined with 
red, and satin ribands of difierent colours, round 
the hat., The female servant of that day, in one 
instance, had on a red petticoat, a grey cloth 
waistcoat, & linsey woolsey apron, a red handker- 
chief, a black hood, and a white hat. Campaign 
coatsof Gloth,had mixed silk and silver buttons, 
and three frost loops at each pocket flap, the cra- 
vats were laced, and waistcoats were made of shal- 
loon, faced before and at the bottom with flower* 
ed silk, sometimes of a sad-coloured ground, with 
the flowers of yellow and white, tl»e buttons srtiaH 
and of silver. 

A fellow who robbed Lord Windsor in April 
1682 had on " a sad-coloured cloth suitj lined 
with a striped crape, with silver buttons and loopsS 
a white hat, with gold twisted hat-band, and A 
dark-coloured hair camblet coat, lined with blue", 
the sleeves turned up with blue plush, with silvet 
buttons and loops." The Gazette of 3u\y- S<f, 
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1682, givej the content* of *' a laiige portannde 
full oF women's -doaths, lost or stolen :" those 
contents were, " a man^ua and petticoat of grey^ 
silk and silver stuff, with broad silVer lace ; an-* 
other mantua and petticoat, flowered with liver- 
coloured and some flesh-coloured spots ; a qutltecl 
petticoat of lead-coloured satin ; a gc4d-coloured 
' tabby troilet (toilet), and pin-cushicm, with sil- 
ver lace ; two iraint co^St two pair of point d'Es~ 
pagne ruflHes ; a laced ni^t rail and waistcoat ; 
one pair of point de f^enice ruffles ; a black laced 
scarf; three black satio caps, and some little bands 
and cufTs." Another parcel that underwent the 
same fate contained a striped silk mantua; alight- 
coloured gown, striped with yellow and white; 
a blue flowered silk petticoat ; fi pair of blue 
striped stays ; a black fresener hood, and a yellow- 
spotted gauze hood. 

The Princess Aon, the Countess of Pembroke 
and several other ladies, are described in the 
Loyal Protestant Intelligence of March 13, 
l68:i-3, as having taken the air on horseback, 
" attired very rich in close-bodied coats, hats and 
feathers, with short perukes." The extreme rich- 
ness, if not taste, of a petticoat, lost between Hack- 
ney and London in 16S4, renders it a most magr. 
aifi<%nt illustration of that part of the female 
dress. This petticoat was of " musk-coloured 
■ilk, shot with silver on the right side, the flowers 
jtrail flihrer, and the wrong side the ground silver, 
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6ie flowera musk-co]oui«d, with a deep white 
thread bone lace ; a white fringe at the bottom^ 
and 8 gold one over it ; six breadths, hned with 
Persian silk of the same colour." The article 
thus described should have been combined with 
the following : L.08t in 1665, '* a blue satin petti- 
coat, laced with a broad gold and silver lace ; a ' 
white satin gown, lined with black and white 
silk, and a pair of silver tabby boddices, embroi- 
dered with silk and gold." 

" England's Vanity, or the voice of God against 
the monstrous sin of pride in dress and apparel," 
appeared at this time, " discovering, J . Naked 
breasts, necks, and shoulders, flanting and fan- 
tastick habits, long periwigs, towers, bulls, shades, 
black patches, painting, crisping, and curlings, 
with an hundred more fooleries of both sexes, to 
be notoriously unlawful ; 2. How ravishingly 
glorious and gay the Queen of Sheba was, when 
she went to hear the wisdom of Solomon; witli 
what little satisfaction that wise and renowned 
king, in all the gayeties, glories, and grandeurs, of 
state; S- The methods our English ladies are now 
taking to consecrate this age into a perfect jubilee ; 
'4. In what respect woodcocks, pliesants, and pea- 
codks, exceed in wisdom the huffing and tearing 
gallants in the city of London ; 5. The reason 
why women are more curious, nice, and exact, in 
dressing themselves to go to a junketing or a play- 
hotue than they are when they go to church; 
6. The 
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P. Tlie notorious pride of exchange-wenches, witft 
an ingenious and sharp reflection iipon them. A 
pleasant account of some who nhe land and sea, 
and the whole creation, to maintain their abomi- 
nable pride ; 7. What garments are allowed for 
kings, queens, princes, dukes, lords, earls, knights, 
esquires, and their respective retinue, to wear; 
8. The reason why ministers should not flant it 
out in silks and sattens ; 9. The reason why the 
conformable pulpits in England so little appear 
against the sin of pride in dress and apparel ; 
10. The strange and new methods some are now 
taking to widen our breaches; 11. That the 
roaring of taverns at midnight hath almost 
droivned the anthems of the church of England. 
A delightful account of what kind of cloaths our 
great grandfatliers and good old mothers wore in 
former times. Lastly, there is added a seasonable 
application to the gallants and ladies of England, 
with pertinent addresses to the court, nobility, 
gentry, city, and countrey ; all written by a com- 
passionate Conformist. Illustrated with a very 
large copperplate. Directedespecially to the pro- 
fessors in London." 

The gentleman, whose dress comes next un- 
der observation, did not follow a very honourable 
or safe profession, and probably terminated his 
existence according to the strict letter of the law 
be violated when he was thus habited : " a frize 
coat; a waistcoat and breeches, speckled witii 

red. 
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red, green, and orange colour ; a brown perriwig, 
and silver or gold rings in his ears" — this was in 
1687 ; at which time, petticoatE were made of 
flowered satin, bordered with gc\d lace, and deep 
gold fringe; and by the overturn of a coach, we 
find that ** a cloth coat, with silver and silk 
buttons and cut sleeves, and a waistcoat and 
breeches of doth of silver," were part of the dress 
of Mr. Richard Hoare, who, by the mention of 
the sign of a golden bottle, proves to have been of 
the family of the present respectable bankers in 
Fleet-street. 

John Hall, a lad of fifteen, wore a perriwig in 
1688, when he left his friends : another young 
man, advertised for the same oflfehce, had curled 
hair; his coat was of the favourite sad-colour with ■ 
black buttons -, his breeches of purple . shag ; 
white sleeves,* black fringed gloves, and a black 
castor, with a silver-twisted hat-band. Judith 
Simes, aged 20, followed the example of the two 
lads above-mentioned in IfiSg ; and was repre- 
sented as wearing a figured stuff gown, lined with 
h!ack crape, and a black crape petticoat, with a 
Ted silk petticoat, with black and white flowers, 
and betwixt the two petticoats a plain Bengal 
apron. 

Flanders lace was in high estimation at this • 
time, and even fans were composed of it. In 
1^7j Spanish drugget coats and waistcoats, lined 
with Persian silk, were fashionable ; the buttons 
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and button-holes silver-frostecl, the waistcoat 
trimmed with silver oris lace, and silver buttons. 

The following paragraph, which, with one 
other quotation, concludes this portion of my 
anecdotes of dress, are from the Protestant Mer- 
cury of Feb. 11, 1698, and the Weekly Comedy, 
1690 : "Some gentlemen lately come from 
France report, that the fashion there for men is 
as follows : ' A hat about two inches broad, a 
peruque very thin of hairj a coat fully plaited all 
round, with short cuffs, and the quarters of their 
shoes not over *an inch broad, a small neckcloth 
tucked within their coat, with a very full cravat 
string tied upon the same.' " Shoulder-knots were 
introduced by some ridiculous persons, but with- 
out success. 

" Enter Prim in his new wig, and presently 
after him Snarl. 

" Prim. Your very humble servant, Captain 
Snarl. You are a gentleman of judgment; pray, 
how do you like my new wig ? is it not a very 
pretty wig, Sir ? Pray, let me beg your opinion. 

^' Snarl. How many bad women do you think 
have laid their heads together to complete that 
mane of yours ? I'll warrant you, now, you are 
as proud of your fine capillament as a Morrice- 
dancer is of his belU, or as the fore-horse of a team 
i« of a new feather, I'll assure you it is a most 
ponderous piece of prodigality. Pray, what might 
it post you a poupd } 

" Prim, 
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"Prim. I find, dearCaptEun, you are pleased 
to be meny : but, indeed, 1 did not buy it by 
the pound. I can tell you, if you please, hovr 
many pounds it cost me. But pray. Captain, ob- 
serve the make of it ; and tell me how it becomes 
me. I assure you I have shewed it to several 
gentlemen who dress extremely well, and are good 
judges of the French modCj and they guessed it 
to be Monsieur de la Cringlow's make, the King 
of France's perriwig-maker. It is so finely shaped, 
and sits with that exactness, if you do but mind 
it, that, let me turn my head which way I will, the 
curls fall agreeably to my motion. • 

" Snarl. Indeed, it is a m«st worshipful piece 
of art : it is a thousand pities but the man should 
be knighted that made it. It makes you look in 
my mind like an Essex calf, peeping out of a 
thicket of brambles; for I can scarce see any 
part of your face but your mouth for perriwig. 

" Prim. As slight as you make of my wig. Sir, 
I would have you to know, Sir, it costume fifty 
guineas ; and if I was to tell you how it was 
made, I am sure you would think it worth the 
money." 

In order to give the most perfect idea of the 
various habits which have generally disguised and 
sometimes ornamented the human body, I have 
annexed a number of prints to this chapter, all 
(rf which are derived from sources of indisputable 
authenticity: in th<?8e from illuminated manu- 
■cripts, ' 
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scripts, the attitudes and action of each person ar« 
my own, but the habits and the colours are ex- 
actly similar to the originals. Two of the figures 
in dress, l660, 1675, are copies from a print io 
the "Courtier's Calling;" and the third is the 
" Enamorata," in a similar publication. The plate 
of dress, reign of Charles I., and Interregnum, 
originated from Bulwer's " Man transformed," 
1650. Dress of the reigns of Henry VIII. and 
Elizabeth comes from the same source ; and dress, 
reign of Elizabeth, from a monument at Hack- 
ney. Dress, reign of Edward VI., one figure 
from a vignette common in works of that date; 
and the two others from Latimer preaching before 
the above monarch. The Antiquary will recog- 
nize the dress of Caxton in dress \46l. To de- 
srend into further particulars would be tedious, 
betray a doubt of my own veracity, and be per- 
fectly ij?idess to tliose acquainted with the history 
of tlitir country. If, however, any of my readers 
shoijld require proof that I have not deceived them 
in the illustrations of dress, they may find the 
garmrnts of every figure in the remaining seven 
plates, by consulting Viteilius, A. xiii., Nero, D. 
vii., 20 B. vi. 15 E. VI., and 15 E. IV., in the 
Cction and King's libraries, Harl. MS. 1319, and 
■ Dij;?A' 2j3. Bodleian libraiy. 

Dr. Fuller, in bis " Worthies," London, p. 1$3» 
px'-a thfi following particulars respiting the 
ff^ardrobe in the Tower: "This m^ not that 

for 



3.n.iized by Google 



341 

for the King's wearing apparel, or liveries of 
servants (kept elsewhere in an house so called, 
in the parish of St. Andrew's Wardrobe), but 
for vests or robes of state, with rich carpets, 
canopies, and hangings, to be used on great solem- 
nities. There were also kept in this place, the 
antient cloaths of our English kings, which they 
wore on great festivals ; so that this wardrobe was 
in effect a library for Antiquaries, therein to 
lead the mode and fashion of garments in all ages. 
ITiese King James, in tlie beginning of his reign, 
gave to the Eari of Dunbar, by whom they were 
sold, re-sold, and re-re-sold, at as many hands 
almost as Briarius had, some gaining vast e 
thereby/ 
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